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What’s each NHL team’s biggest unaddressed need a week into free agency? Picks for all
32 teams
The first week of NHL free agency is in the bag, and between
external signings, internal re-signings and a few trades, most
teams have at least begun checking items off their offseason
to-do lists.
What’s left to accomplish?
We asked the writers who know each team best for the
biggest unaddressed need after the first week of free
agency. Here’s what they said.
Anaheim Ducks
Defensemen, defensemen, defensemen: The Ducks
bolstered their top two lines by signing Ryan Strome and
Frank Vatrano. But they’ve yet to address another thin area
on their blue line. There is Cam Fowler, Jamie Drysdale,
Kevin Shattenkirk and … and … you get the picture here.
Some stopgap options are still available in free agency, but
the crop falls off dramatically after John Klingberg. Good
prospects are in the system, but it’s a huge leap for one or
two of them to make right now. You wonder if a trade is in
the offing. Jakob Chychrun has long been a possibility, and
Samuel Girard could be in play if Colorado retains Nazem
Kadri. Even an over-salaried Marcus Pettersson would help
get the Ducks to the cap floor. — Eric Stephens
Arizona Coyotes
Everything: That’s not meant as hyperbole either. In goal,
second-year NHLer Karel Vejmelka is expected to carry a
heavy load, because the alternatives are rookie Ivan
Prosvetov and journeyman Jon Gillies. But the more
pressing shortfall is down the middle, where Travis Boyd,
Barrett Hayton, Nathan Smith and Nick Bjugstad currently
occupy the top four (assuming Nick Schmaltz doesn’t get
shifted into the middle). Adding a Sean Monahan, or a
Monahan type, would really add to the depth. — Eric
Duhatschek
Boston Bruins
Center: For now, Charlie Coyle is the only proven top-three
center in sight. Pavel Zacha, who filed for arbitration Sunday,
is a restricted free agent. Tomas Nosek is a No. 4 center.
Whether Trent Frederic or Jack Studnicka will become
consistent NHL centers is unknown. So while Patrice
Bergeron’s return announcement and contract may be
imminent, it is still a position screaming to be addressed.
David Krejci could follow, but both signings will require
present or future cap clearance. The latter is more likely
given the Bruins’ option of using long-term injured reserve.
— Fluto Shinzawa
Buffalo Sabres
Center depth: The Sabres checked two important boxes in
signing goalie Eric Comrie and defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin.

They could go into the season with the roster they have to
pave the way for their young players to see ice time. But
adding another center for depth wouldn’t hurt. That would
allow them some flexibility in the bottom part of their lineup
and give them a chance to add another player with the ability
to win faceoffs and kill penalties. — Matthew Fairburn
Calgary Flames
Clarity on Matthew Tkachuk’s future: The Flames are taking
Tkachuk to arbitration sometime between July 27 and Aug.
11. That essentially gives us a timeline for when this piece of
work will be wrapped up — and it’s critical that the Flames
get clarity on Tkachuk’s long-term future in Calgary. If he
wants to stay, the team can build around him. But if Tkachuk
is unwilling to stay long-term, the Flames need to get started
on the organization’s next phase. Removing two 100-point
players (Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau) from the fourthbest team in the Western Conference is not going to keep
them in contention. As such, Calgary will need to decide
whether to opt for an aggressive retool or a full-scale rebuild.
— Hailey Salvian
Carolina Hurricanes
Secondary scoring: The Hurricanes needed to address their
lack of primary playoff scoring and first-pairing hole off the
bat this free agency. Opinions on how much Max Pacioretty
and Brent Burns have left aside, they feel they’ve addressed
those areas with those two trades. They got potential
defensive depth with Dylan Coghlan as well. But if the Canes
are to significantly improve on the team they had last
season, and not just maintain second-round status, losing
both Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter is going to hurt.
With Niederreiter still available on the market, maybe the
Canes can circle back and get something done. — Sara
Civian
Chicago Blackhawks
Offense: The Blackhawks aren’t looking for more offense, but
they would need more offense if the goal was to win. They
obliterated their offense by trading Alex DeBrincat and Kirby
Dach and not re-signing Dylan Strome and Dominik Kubalik.
They may get some of that scoring back if Andreas
Athanasiou and Max Domi, their two major free-agent
signings, perform, but that would just help the Blackhawks
move them at the deadline. As we’ve stated before and will
continue to state, the goal isn’t to win this season. — Scott
Powers
A television analyst: The Blackhawks are trying to field as
bad a team as possible, so technically they don’t “need” any
more free agents after signing Max Domi, Andreas
Athanasiou and Colin Blackwell. What they need now, after
bafflingly allowing Eddie Olczyk to leave for Seattle, is a new
voice to hold fans’ hands through what is sure to be a
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miserable next few seasons. Olczyk — a Chicago-born,
Chicago-bred, ex-Chicago Blackhawk — was the ideal
person to do just that. Now they need to find a new voice to
try to build some enthusiasm among fans for the young
players in the system. Can Patrick Sharp do that? Adam
Burish? Anyone? Big shoes to fill, but right now, it’s the most
important job opening in the organization (and the only one
the tanking team will actually try to fill). — Mark Lazerus
Colorado Avalanche
Top-six forward: The team is still waiting on a decision from
Nazem Kadri, who is arguably the top unsigned free agent in
the league. There are plenty of moving parts with that
situation: If he signs with the Avalanche, they’ll need to move
another contract to make the roster salary cap compliant. A
lot of teams are in the same boat, which is why it’s taken a
while for Kadri to ink a new deal. The Avalanche will have a
need at top-six forward if Kadri walks, but they could choose
to rely on internal options to start the year and wait until the
trade deadline to make a move. That could give someone
like J.T. Compher or Alex Newhook a chance to emerge as a
top-six player. — Peter Baugh
Columbus Blue Jackets
Top-four defenseman: The Blue Jackets didn’t expect to land
a top-four defenseman, preferably on the right side, but the
surprise signing of Johnny Gaudreau completely ruled it out.
Yes, they signed veteran Erik Gudbranson for some muchneeded muscle, but he’s probably a third-pairing guy. The
possibilities to play with left-side stalwarts Zach Werenski
and Vladislav Gavrikov on the top two pairs are Jake Bean,
Nick Blankenburg, Adam Boqvist and Andrew Peeke.
There’s some promise in that group but no proven
commodities — not for a club that expects to compete for a
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference. — Aaron Portzline
Dallas Stars
Right-handed defenseman: With all due respect to Colin
Miller, the right-shot defenseman the Stars signed in free
agency, the gaping hole left by John Klingberg on the right
side remains. Just because it’s a swap by position doesn’t
change the fact the Stars traded a top-pairing talent for a
third-pairing talent. Klingberg remains unsigned, though.
Could the market be so bad that Klingberg falls back to
Dallas? The Stars still have $11.4 million in cap space but resigning Jason Robertson and Jake Oettinger should take
care of that. Management essentially bid Klingberg farewell
last week. There’s probably a 99 percent chance Klingberg is
gone … but that 1 percent remains until he inks a deal
elsewhere. — Saad Yousuf
Detroit Red Wings
Extensions for the core: This is stretching the definition a bit,
but after the Red Wings methodically addressed every need
in free agency (and via trade), the only major piece of
business remaining is getting contract extensions done for
Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi. Technically, the Red Wings
have another year to do so before either can become a free
agent, but getting these deals squared away now would
prevent any needless angst or uncertainty that would follow if
both go into the season unsigned long-term. — Max Bultman

Edmonton Oilers
Depth forward and defenceman: The Oilers signed forward
Mattias Janmark on Sunday. He should be a solid addition to
the bottom six, especially on a one-year, $1.25 million
contract. Another Janmark-type move would be helpful. On
the blue line, the Oilers plan to give the re-signed Brett Kulak
every opportunity to take the top-four minutes of the retired
Duncan Keith. Right now, that leaves Philip Broberg and
possibly a second youngster to round out the defence corps.
Another veteran couldn’t hurt. However, cap space is very
limited. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman
Florida Panthers
Clear salary: Note that we didn’t say “clear cap space.” The
Panthers don’t have any; they’re more than $3 million past
the upper limit, in fact, according to CapFriendly, even after
losing several major pieces in free agency. Is it as simple as
starting Anthony Duclair (Achilles injury) on LTIR and figuring
out the rest later? Is there some way to move out Patric
Hornqvist’s $5.3 million AAV other than a buyout, since that
window has closed for the Panthers? Either way, something
has to give. — Sean Gentille
Los Angeles Kings
Left-side defensive depth: The Kings brought back Alex
Edler on a team-friendly contract ($750,000 in base salary,
another potential $750,000 in bonus money), but even with
Edler, Mikey Anderson and Tobias Bjornfot in place, the left
side of the defence is the team’s weakest link. Ideally, they
could use more size and snarl at the position. — Eric
Duhatschek
Minnesota Wild
Improve anything whatsoever: For a team with a putrid
power play and penalty kill last season, the Wild’s offseason
so far has consisted of trading Kevin Fiala after a career year
and not replacing his 85-point production and doing nothing
personnel-wise to improve its special teams. Jury’s out if the
goaltending has been downgraded, too, after trading Cam
Talbot for Filip Gustavsson. — Michael Russo
Montreal Canadiens
Right-shot defenseman: Having traded Jeff Petry to the
Penguins for Mike Matheson, who has played almost
exclusively on the left side, the Canadiens only have David
Savard and Chris Wideman as experienced options on the
right side. General manager Kent Hughes has repeatedly
said he does not want to put his young defensemen in a
position where they have to take on more responsibility than
they can handle. If he wants to avoid doing that to Justin
Barron, Hughes needs to find someone who can take on
some minutes on the right side in the top four. — Arpon Basu
Nashville Predators
Top-six forward: The Preds had four players — Matt
Duchene, Filip Forsberg, Ryan Johansen and Mikael
Granlund — who performed as hoped in their top two lines
last season and revolving shortcomings otherwise. Philip
Tomasino figures to secure a spot, leaving a glaring need for
a proven producer. Considering the dwindling free-agent
pool, a David Poile trade seems the most likely outcome,
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with Dante Fabbro and Eeli Tolvanen as potential chips. —
Joe Rexrode
New Jersey Devils
Extending Jesper Bratt: This was already a high priority for
the Devils coming into the offseason, but it’s even more so
one now that the team didn’t bring in the best available
winger on free agency day. After addressing goaltending,
boosting their winger depth was next on their offseason
checklist. That doesn’t just mean adding players, but
extending who they have — and Jesper Bratt is the team’s
best two-way wing. So management should want to solidify
the team’s core by extending him to a long-term contract
before reaching arbitration. — Shayna Goldman
New York Islanders
Scoring winger for Mathew Barzal: At 25 years old, Islanders
center Mathew Barzal should be entering the prime of his
career. But in order for him to realize what still seems like
immense potential, he’s going to need more help on his
wings. More specifically, he needs someone who can finish
in the offensive end after Barzal creates space with his
hands and his feet. That the Islanders haven’t done anything
yet to alter their group up front is bewildering. — Kevin Kurz

their unwillingness to take a serious run at Johnny Gaudreau
in free agency, it doesn’t appear that replacing Giroux’s
production is high on the Flyers and GM Chuck Fletcher’s
priority list, and even if it was, it’s unclear how he would even
pull it off. But high-end, dynamic talent will remain a glaring
need for this club as long as it goes unaddressed. — Charlie
O’Connor
Pittsburgh Penguins
Bottom-six forwards: Formidably front-loaded, Pittsburgh is
at the mercy of its talented top six at forward. Once the
conversation turns to Nos. 6 through 13 up front — well, let’s
just say somebody working for the Penguins would probably
prefer to change the topic. The bottom six lacks talent, skill
and speed, and there aren’t in-system options to challenge
for spots, let alone roles. So unless Jeff Carter and Teddy
Blueger have bounce-back seasons and thus provide the
Penguins with third and fourth centers that can elevate lesser
wingers, the bottom six is more a threat to the Penguins than
their opponents. GM Ron Hextall has some work to do. —
Rob Rossi
San Jose Sharks

Kaapo Kakko’s contract: Kakko is an RFA without much
leverage, but the Rangers still need to get a bridge deal done
with the 2019 No. 2 pick — who also happened to be a
healthy scratch for Game 6 of the Eastern Conference final.
With the team just about set, Kakko’s cap number, likely to
come in around $2 million, is the last piece of the 2022-23
puzzle and could help clarify the cap situation beyond next
season. — Arthur Staple

Above-average goal scorer: The Sharks have a lot of
players, including solid back-half of the roster depth at every
position. But the offense lived and died last year with Timo
Meier, Tomas Hertl and Logan Couture, and they have not
added another player who can score 25-plus goals to help
them out. A few newcomers should help increase scoring
depth, but not having Brent Burns to help create offense from
the blue line is going to hurt as well. Given the cap situation,
San Jose’s best chances to add a scorer could be via trade,
or if top prospect William Eklund can become a Calder
Trophy contender. — Corey Masisak

Ottawa Senators

Seattle Kraken

Top-four defenceman: Pierre Dorion has done a terrific job in
improving the Senators’ roster ahead of next season. The
goaltending has been stabilized and the top six looks as
potent as any forward group in the Eastern Conference. The
glaring omission? Ottawa’s blue line. The Senators seem
content to start their season with Thomas Chabot and Artem
Zub firmly inside their top four. Outside of that, it’s a bit of a
guessing game. The feeling is Jake Sanderson is going to
get a legitimate chance to play in that role, but if that’s the
case, he’s going to require some insulation in the form of a
reliable partner. Ottawa could probably stand to acquire a
legitimate top-four defenceman, preferably with a right shot
to play alongside Sanderson. If Dorion can accomplish that
goal before the end of the offseason, he’ll certainly have
addressed all of the major roster issues with this club. — Ian
Mendes

Goaltending: There are only questions here. How will
everything work out with new goalie coach Steve Briere? Is
he the answer to Philipp Grubauer recovering from the worst
season of his career? Can Briere find a way to get Martin
Jones to break free of his struggles the last three seasons?
And the most important question of all: Will the Kraken be
able to win more games because of their goaltending? —
Ryan S. Clark

New York Rangers

Philadelphia Flyers
High-end talent: The Flyers appear to be banking on
improved health (no lock, especially given the continued
serious uncertainty surrounding the status of Ryan Ellis, in
particular) and the impact of new head coach John Tortorella
to return them to respectability. But they still haven’t really
even tried to replace Claude Giroux, who gave them 57
games worth of first-line caliber play last season before
being traded at the deadline. Given their cap situation and

St. Louis Blues
If anything, it’s a trade: The Blues didn’t re-sign David
Perron, but that’s not a hole they’re looking to fill. Jordan
Kyrou will be expected to pick up the slack left by Perron’s
departure. They had holes on the fourth line and signed Noel
Acciari and Josh Leivo to add depth there, and at backup
goalie they brought in Thomas Greiss. If anything, the Blues
have eight defensemen on one-way contracts and may trade
one of them. The possibility also exists that they move
Vladimir Tarasenko this offseason, and they’ll continue to
monitor the Matthew Tkachuk sweepstakes. — Jeremy
Rutherford
Tampa Bay Lightning
Top-six winger: The Lightning lost Ondrej Palat in free
agency, as expected, and that leaves a hole up front as he
was a key cog on the top line for a number of years. Tampa
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Bay did try to address that in bringing in Vladislav
Namestnikov, a versatile center/winger who can play up and
down the lineup. Perhaps Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul help
fill the void left by Palat too. But with Anthony Cirelli out until
late November, they’ll need internal options to fill two top-six
spots. They’re also hoping a Philippe Myers-Cal Foote
combo can replace Jan Rutta. — Joe Smith
Toronto Maple Leafs
Centre to ease John Tavares’ burden: The Leafs have tried
to address just about everything so far. Their goaltending,
with Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov. Their bottom-six
forwards, with Nicolas Aube-Kubel, Calle Jarnkrok and Adam
Gaudette. Depth on defence, with Jordie Benn and Victor
Mete. The only need they haven’t addressed is a centre who
can push John Tavares over to the wing. They also don’t
believe it’s necessary at this point for Tavares, who turns 32
in the fall, to slide over, so for them, it’s not really an
unaddressed need. — Jonas Siegel
Vancouver Canucks
Top-four defenseman: Vancouver’s blue line has been a
major weakness for years. Unrestricted free-agent prices for
defencemen were inflated, which left the club with no viable
options there. The Canucks will reportedly scour the trade
market to explore blue-line upgrade options. — Harman
Dayal
Vegas Golden Knights
Top-nine forward: After trading Max Pacioretty to Carolina,
the Golden Knights have roughly $6.5 million in cap space.
The majority of that will go toward signing restricted free
agents Nicolas Hague, Nicolas Roy and Keegan Kolesar, but
the remainder could be used to find a cheaper veteran who
can provide some offense. I’ve mentioned Paul Stastny

several times because he makes a lot of sense and already
spends part of his offseason in Las Vegas. Nino Niederreiter
and Phil Kessel are options who could inject some offense
into Vegas’ middle six. Sonny Milano may be a bit out of the
Golden Knights’ price range but is another good option still
available. — Jesse Granger
Washington Capitals
Third-pair defenseman: Caps GM Brian MacLellan signed
the top goalie available in Darcy Kuemper, added two top-six
forwards in Dylan Strome and Connor Brown and bolstered
his team’s depth, as well. Even without the injured Nicklas
Backstrom, Tom Wilson and Carl Hagelin, there are no
glaring holes, but there is one question mark: left D on the
third pair. Erik Gustafsson, signed to a one-year, $800,000
contract, has been penciled in as the replacement for Justin
Schultz, who inked a two-year, $6 million deal in Seattle.
MacLellan needed to conserve cap space somewhere, but
it’s fair to wonder if Gustafsson, who is on his sixth team
since 2019, can step in for Schultz without a measurable
drop-off. — Tarik El-Bashir
Winnipeg Jets
Picking a lane: Pierre-Luc Dubois’ attempts to nudge
Winnipeg toward a Canadiens trade are well-publicized at
this point. The Jets continue to shop Blake Wheeler,
although they appear to be unwilling to retain salary to
facilitate a deal. Winnipeg’s NHL and AHL blue lines are
overcrowded, particularly on the left side. Meanwhile, Kevin
Cheveldayoff says he is comfortable with the roster as it
stands today. The Jets need to resolve all three of those
situations in a way that commits them to a playoff window or
a retool. They’ve tried and failed to walk the line from the
trade deadline through today. — Murat Ates
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Hurricanes’ roster coming into focus
The additions of Brent Burns and Max Pacioretty solidify
Carolina’s lineup for 2022-23
By Cory Lavalette
RALEIGH — The Hurricanes got their most pressing
offseason roster business done on the first day of free
agency — and they barely dipped their toes into the open
market to fill their needs.
Carolina’s biggest holes were finding a right-shot defender
and adding more scoring punch to the forward lines, and
both were plugged via trade. The Hurricanes acquired
defenseman Brent Burns and left wing Max Pacioretty from
San Jose and Vegas, respectively, and Carolina also signed
winger Ondrej Kase to add even more forward depth.
So where do the Hurricanes stand as the dust clears and the
lineup comes into focus? Let’s have a look.
Forwards
The addition of Pacioretty gives the Hurricanes instant
offense. He’s averaged 0.38 goals per game in his career
(31 goals in an 82-game season) and has actually been
more effective in recent seasons (nearly half a goal per
game the last two years), though he was slowed by injuries
last year.
“My job is to put the puck in the net,” Pacioretty said during a
Zoom call with the media following his trade to Carolina. “I’ve
done a really good job of that over my career.”
Now the team needs to decide where he fits in the lineup. He
essentially replaces the spot vacated by Nino Niederreiter
after he tested free agency, and Pacioretty has shown an
ability to create offense on his own — so would he be a fit
opposite Jesper Fast on the line centered by Jordan Staal?
There’s also Niederreiter to consider. The 29-year-old
probably expected a deal similar to the six-year, $30 million
extension signed by Rickard Rakell with the Penguins. But
the market quickly dried up and Niederreiter remains
unsigned.
Carolina is trying to find a way to fit the winger back into its
plans, albeit at a much lower rate than what he expected to
get on the market. If he does return, Niederreiter could slide
back into his spot alongside Staal, and Pacioretty would
occupy a left wing spot in the top six, with Andrei Svechnikov
taking the other spot on the top two lines.
Sebastian Aho and Jesperi Kotkaniemi should be the top two
centers, while Seth Jarvis and Teuvo Teravainen are also
deserving of top-six roles. That could leave a fourth line of

Kase, rookie Jack Drury and Martin Necas (once signed),
with Jordan Martinook as the 13th forward. The return of
Niederreiter would require some cap maneuvering.
Defense
The addition of Burns solidifies the top four, and you can
expect the 37-year-old to get the first crack at being Jaccob
Slavin’s partner.
“Obviously that’s, I’m sure, where we’ll start it and see where
it goes,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Burns
playing on the top pairing. “But I like the options we have
and, obviously, four pretty good D right there.”
The other two defensemen are, of course, Brett Pesce and
Brady Skjei, who formed the team’s shutdown pairing last
season.
The third pairing is a bit more up in the air. The team must
re-sign restricted free agent Ethan Bear, who was unhappy
after being scratched the entire playoffs this spring. He joins
Jalen Chatfield and Dylan Coghlan (also acquired from
Vegas in the Pacioretty trade) as right-handed options.
On the left side, Jake Gardiner has been cleared to play after
missing last season following hip and back surgeries.
Carolina could look to clear out his cap hit (one year at $4.05
million) if Gardiner is indeed able to play and cannot be
stashed on LTIR, though it would cost them an asset. A
buyout is also a possibility — Gardiner would cost just over
$1.08 million against the cap this coming season and $1.48
million in 2023-24 if he was bought out.
Gardiner could also play, but he would be a tight cap fit at his
full amount. The other option on the left side is Max Lajoie,
who played five games with the Hurricanes last season and
played a big role with the Calder Cup-winning Chicago
Wolves.
Goaltending
The goalies are set with Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta
both entering the second year of the two-year deals they
signed last offseason. For those hoping top goalie prospect
Pyotr Kochetkov would force his way into the Raleigh
rotation this season, the team seems content getting the 23year-old Russian lots of action in the AHL with Chicago.
“We just want to get him more games, more games,”
Hurricanes goaltender development coach Jason Muzzatti
said last Thursday at the team’s prospect development
camp. “Obviously, he made a great showing and did a great

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 20, 2022
job (in his NHL appearances). … We’re pleased with him, but
we just want him to keep building his resume of games.”

Carolina signed Zach Sawchenko to join Kochetkov with the
Wolves. Sawchenko played seven games with the Sharks
last season and another 14 with their AHL affiliate, the San
Jose Barracudas.

Free agent goalie market only makes Shesterkin, other values more precious
By James O'Brien
Nothing can swing a playoff series quite like a red-hot (or icecold) goalie. When you’re charting the importance of a
goalie, you don’t compare them to a two-way center or elite
defenseman. Instead, you’re often asking how a goalie’s
importance compares to, say, a quarterback.
Yet, for as important as goalies are, they’re extremely difficult
to predict. Some may even call them “voodoo.”
Uncomfortably, you don’t necessarily “get what you pay for”
with NHL goaltending. Even so, during the past two
offseasons, it sure feels like the “floor” keeps rising on what
you pay for NHL goaltending — whether that netminder’s
track record is strong or not.
Among other things, these recent trends only make
(relatively) reliable goaltending more precious, especially on
team-friendly deals.



Anton Forsberg: three years, $2.745M AAV
(Senators).



Technically, the Maple Leafs traded for Matt
Murray‘s contract from the Senators. It doesn’t feel
unreasonable to throw him in this group, however,
as he carries a considerable cap hit (about $4.7M)
amid muted expectations.

Then, add in some weightier investments, such as Jack
Campbell‘s contract with the Oilers, and the Red Wings’
proactive Ville Husso addition.
For some, it inspires a reasonable response: all of that
spending makes the Capitals’ investment in Darcy Kuemper
feel like a better “calculated risk.”

Even shots in the dark are costing at least $2.75 million per
year

Overall, not a bad point. Yet, with Kuemper’s age (32) and
his history of injuries — most recently an eye injury that
forced him to work on tracking — there’s enough risk there
that Washington could regret the move. (Injuries and health
challenges often get worse, especially for big goalies.)

After wearing out his welcome with the Capitals, Vitek
Vanecek received a new opportunity by way of a trade to the
Devils.

Instead, a different point lingered. The select few NHL teams
with excellent goalies (or, let’s be honest, goalies they think
are excellent) at value prices should thank their lucky stars.

For a goalie who experienced enough ups and downs to
possibly be labeled something of a reclamation project, it’s
striking that the Devils still paid up quite a bit for Vanecek: a
three-year deal that carries a $3.4M cap hit.

And, in cases where those bargains are running out soon,
they really might want to use that as motivation to go for it.
Consider a team-friendly but short-term goalie contract the
netminding equivalent to a rookie contract. You may only get
one window where a difference-making person is making
team-friendly money.

At first, that at least feels a little steep. But then you realize
that it more-or-less falls in line with the floor rising for the
goalie market. Even goalies with limited track records mostly
fetch $2.75M per year. Consider some of the mid-level
signings:



Vanecek: three years, $3.4M cap hit (Devils).



Alexandar Georgiev: three years, $3.4M cap hit
(Avalanche).



Kaapo Kähkönen: two years, $2.75M AAV (Sharks).

The $5M-ish Goalie Club: Shesterkin, Demko, Saros
Igor Shesterkin: $5.6667M cap hit for three more seasons
(through 2024-25)
Personally, Igor Shesterkin was my pick for best goalie in the
world in 2021-22. Hockey Viz’s goalie saving charts provide
one way to measure Shesterkin’s historically great season.
Saving close to 50 goals above expected is truly ludicrous,
and you can still make a Hart Trophy debate for Shesterkin.
Once he got over a few early struggles, he was spectacular
during the playoffs, too.
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Considering how much the Rangers leaned on him (and
figure to keep leaning on him), he may slip next year.
Perhaps you don’t think Shesterkin’s the absolute best goalie
in the world, tabbing the reliable machine Andrei Vasilevskiy.
That’s perfectly fair.
For the Rangers, that debate is mostly noise. He’s an
incredible steal at a bit less than $5.7M per year, and in the
meat of his prime at 26 years old.
One can only guess how much Shesterkin will cost in three
years. For the time being, the Rangers should try to make
the most of this bargain (not to mention whatever’s left of the
peaks for Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider).
Juuse Saros: $5M cap hit for three more seasons
For the past couple seasons, Juuse Saros has stood
alongside Connor Hellebuyck and Andrei Vasilevskiy as a
workhorse goalie who combines the quantity of all of those
starts with the quality of making tough saves. Last season,
Saros and Hellebuyck were the only two goalies in the
league to make 1,900 saves and face at least 2,000 shots.
By Hockey Reference’s Goals Saved Above Average metric,
Saros was in select company the past two seasons: 23.0
GSAA last season, and 20.9 in 2020-21.
That whole time, I couldn’t help but wonder if the Predators
were riding Saros too hard. Whether it was fatigue or just
bad luck, Saros suffered an injury at the end of the regular
season, and was unavailable for the playoffs.
As it stands, there’s some room to worry about such a
workload for a goalie who succeeds at least in part based on
world-class athleticism.
Much like Hellebuyck, it’s impressive to note that value the
Predators already extracted from their goalie bargain. Saros
is a steal at $5M, still young at 27, and cheap for three years.
Really, his ascent to the elite makes the Predators’ rebuild
phobia easier to stomach.
Canucks found themselves a gem with Demko
In many of these cases, NHL teams are reaping the rewards
from drafting and developing their own goalies. For all that’s
gone wrong with the Canucks, they have some promising
young core pieces, and Thatcher Demko may just provide
the most bang-for-the-puck. (Though Quinn Hughes is a nice
value, especially in a defenseman market that went pretty
bonkers last summer.)
Demko’s merely 26, and if he’s truly as elite as he looks, his
deal may end up being more valuable than others. That’s
because his $5M cap hit lingers for four seasons (through
2025-26), one more than Shesterkin.

Short-but-sweet NHL goalie bargains
Connor Hellebuyck: $6.166M for two more seasons
You could argue that the Jets already got their money’s
worth for Connor Hellebuyck’s six-year, $37M contract. He’s
been one of the truly great workhorses in the NHL, propping
up some abysmal Jets defenses.
But the Jets could end up haunted by the thought that they
wasted having one of the best goalies in the world at such a
team-friendly $6.166M cap hit. (The Jets have also not-quite
fully exploited the value they’ve enjoyed with the likes of
Mark Scheifele.)
At 29, Hellebuyck could very well deliver far above his cap hit
for these remaining two seasons. With Rick Bowness being
fixated on defense above anything else (at least in Dallas), it
may be a more nurturing situation.
Really, though, this contract is part of a fascinating window
for Winnipeg. Scheifele’s only under contract for two more
seasons, and Pierre-Luc Dubois could set things up to walk
as a free agent around that time.
If things don’t work out, that Hellebuyck contract could be a
key part of a Jets rebuild. Either way, it’s already been a
bargain for Winnipeg, and could very well be extremely
fruitful for two more seasons.
Ilya Sorokin: $4M for two more seasons
For those who pay attention to stats along the lines of Goals
Saved Above Average/Expected (there are quite a few
variations of the general idea), two names rose as 2021-22
went along: Ilya Sorokin and Ville Husso. In Sorokin’s case,
he built a credible argument to end up a Vezina Trophy
finalist.
Amusingly, the biggest nitpick of the Islanders’ savvy,
projection-based investment with Sorokin is that the savings
are a bit brief. The 26-year-old’s $4M cap hit only runs for
two more seasons.
Two other factors loom. For one, it remains to be seen if
Barry Trotz’s departure makes life tougher for Islanders
goalies. Beyond that, there’s the other Islanders goalie:
Semyon Varlamov carrying a $5M cap hit dilutes some of the
bargain of having a possibly elite young goalie at $4M.
To play “4D Chess” for a second: perhaps Varlamov eats up
enough starts to limit Sorokin’s volume, and then the
Islanders might extend Sorokin for another value contract?
Maybe that type of thinking slips toward Charlie Kelly’s
mailroom conspiracy board, but if nothing else, it’s at least a
short-term boon for the Islanders.
Premium prices probably justified

Demko stands with Vasilevskiy and Saros as a young goalie
who maybe faced too much of a workload. As time goes on,
that’s something for the Canucks to think about.

Andrei Vasilevskiy: $9.5 million AAV for six seasons (through
2027-28)

Most of all, they should avoid wasting a great opportunity
where Demko’s getting paid less than he’s worth.

Over and over again, I wonder if the Lightning will finally lean
on Andrei Vasilevskiy so much that he “breaks.” Year after
year, he defies those worries.
With Vasilevskiy, you wade through certain layers of
nitpicking. Close to the time he signed his big, current deal,
people pointed out that he mainly saved around the number
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of goals he was expected to. When wading into “best in the
world” debates, one might point to relative hiccups, like so-so
numbers in the Maple Leafs series.



While playoff injury issues soured the end, both
Frederik Andersen (32, $4.5M) and Antti Raanta
(33, $2M) delivered serious value for a Hurricanes
team that could be even better in 2022-23. Both are
entering contract years, though, so those savings
may be short-lived.



In surveying the NHL goalie trade landscape
instead of free agents, James Reimer was one of
my biggest recommendations. “Frequently aboveaverage, sometimes quite good” might not be the
sexiest thing in the world, especially for a 34-yearold goalie. Yet, with the way prices went, one year
of Reimer at just $2.2M looked and looks really
appealing.



Truthfully, I have no sweet clue what to expect from
Ilya Samsonov. That said, there are worse bets
than $1.8M for a 25-year-old whose show flashes of
brilliance. (You know, like almost $4.7M for Matt
Murray.)

Yet, as a whole, Vasilevskiy pulls off the remarkable feat of
being a bargain at $9.5 million.
By racking up all of those miles — not just heavy in the
regular season, but with three straight Stanley Cup Final
appearances — I still wonder if the bottom might fall out.
Such a thought could make that lengthy, $9.5M investment
go “Just About Bob.”
Of course, there’s an obvious distinction even if Vasilevskiy
starts to shew closer to Sergei Bobrovsky. The Lightning
have already won two Stanley Cups with him.
And would it be that shocking if he just kept chugging along?
I’d love to see Tampa Bay find a way for more backup help,
but if that never happens, Vasilevskiy is still (somehow) just
27.
Other goalies who may or may not be bargains







Jacob Markstrom is tricky. At 32, Markstrom’s play
could slip, and the Flames may take a serious step
back in front of him. Still, his $6M cap hit looks more
reasonable considering the far-less-proven goalies
who are making comparable money.
What does the future hold for John Gibson? When
he signed at $6.4 million, it seemed like a megasteal. Yet, the 28-year-old’s results have been
mixed-at-best the past three seasons. There’s talent
there, but that $6.4M AAV through 2026-27 is
something of a mystery. Maybe we won’t really get
a true answer until he’s traded, or the Ducks make
big improvements?
Jake Oettinger — currently 23 and an RFA —
stands as a fascinating goalie contract situation to
watch.

In the end, it’s about making the best, most-educated
guesses you can about a mysterious position
To reiterate: even the most promising-looking goalies on this
list could flop. And it’s not outrageous for a deal that looks
dicey (multiple years of Jordan Binnington at $5M, maybe
even Bobrovsky?) could work out, short-term and/or longterm.
There are just so many variables that go into goalies
succeeding, failing, or merely getting by.
That said, if recent seasons are decent indications of what’s
next for at least the most established goalies, then
Shesterkin, Saros, Demko, Sorokin, and others could
improve their teams’ odds in enormous ways.
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Five Prospects With Something to Prove
Development is rarely linear, but for some prospects, the
time to prove themselves is now.
By Matthew Somma
This offseason is going to feel very short, especially for those
of us that are draft nerds. The Hlinka Gretzky Cup takes
place at the end of July, followed by the World Juniors Part
Two: Electric Boogaloo. Then, we have the prospects
showcase in Raleigh sometime in mid-September. There will
be time to talk about our drafted prospects, and I expect to
have a scouting report on Gleb Trikozov done sometime next
week.
For now, I want to talk about five prospects that have
something to prove during the upcoming season. It could be
proving that they belong in the NHL, but it could also be to
prove that they deserve an NHL contract.
Ryan Suzuki
It feels as if Suzuki has been in the system for forever now,
but he’s only entering the second year of his ELC. Suzuki
has had a tough go of things with injuries and COVID
shortages during his time as a Hurricanes prospect, so his
development has been a little rocky. His defensive game
flourished when he was in Chicago’s lineup last season, but I
didn’t see a lot of the offensive skills that he was drafted for.
This is a big year for Suzuki. He’ll be coming into the season
with more pro games under his belt and a full offseason of
training. He’ll also be taking on a bigger role with the Wolves,
as the team has undergone a lot of changes this offseason.
Suzuki could be a permanent figure in Chicago’s top nine
and may even see time in the top six depending on if he is a
center or a winger in the team’s eyes. This is going to have
to be a big year for Suzuki. He’ll need to show off the
offensive creativity and playmaking ability that made him a
top prospect in the 2019 draft. Players such as Jamieson
Rees and Vasiliy Ponomarev play a game that is suited for
the pros, so if Suzuki isn’t able to grow offensively, it’s likely
that he’ll be passed on the depth chart by both players. While
Suzuki is under contract until 2024, this is going to have to
be the season where he shines.
Patrik Puistola
Puistola was considered one of the more polarizing players
in the 2019 class. He had an elite shot and some fantastic
puck skills, but his skating and so-so defensive play made
teams a little wary of his NHL upside. Last year was the first
time that I had seen Puistola be a net positive player at the
Liiga level, but I still saw some red flags that worry me about
his NHL upside. His offensive production did skyrocket, but
over half of his points were on the power play and he was
very rarely the creator of offense. He has a hell of a shot and

can beat pro goalies, but I haven’t seen him beat players one
on one like he did against players his own age in his draft
year. The skating is still a concern and I’m not overly thrilled
about his defensive play.
I’d like to see Puistola make more of an impact at even
strength, and while there were improvements in his overall
impact this past season, it’s still not enough. This year is
going to be Puistola’s last chance to earn a contract with the
Hurricanes. His signing rights expire on June 1, 2023, which
means that he’ll become a UFA if left unsigned by that
deadline. There are tools in Puistola’s game that could carry
him to the NHL, such as his hockey sense and goal scoring
ability. I just worry about his style of play not gelling with Rod
Brind’Amour, especially since Puistola isn’t the most physical
player nor the best defender out there.
Scott Morrow
Morrow has a lot to prove this season, but it’s all positive.
He’s out to prove that he is one of the best defensemen in
college hockey. Not just the best offensive defensemen, but
the best defenseman. Period. Morrow has all of the tools to
achieve this, too. He’s a fantastic skater, smart, skilled, and
has the size and strength to be a great defender. Morrow is
also out to prove that he can play in the NHL. The
Hurricanes believe that he is ready to turn pro now, but
respect his decision to return back to school for another year.
With UMass this season, Morrow can continue to work on his
defensive game while being a dominant force in the offensive
zone. It’s not out of the question for Morrow to be in
consideration for the Hobey Baker award this year,
especially since he was one of the top players in the eastern
part of the NCAA as a freshman last season.
Bryce Montgomery
From what I’ve heard and read, Montgomery had an
impressive showing at development camp. It would’ve been
great if there was a way to stream it without paying almost
$20 through LiveBarn, but that’s none of my business.
Montgomery hasn’t gotten the opportunity to break out with
the London Knights just yet, and it’s clear that he has more
to offer. The offensive side of his game has shown flashes of
potential, but as of right now, it hasn’t burst onto the scene
yet. Montgomery has this one season to develop and earn
an NHL contract, and while it may be a tall task, I believe he
can do it.
He’s already a solid defender and his skating and high
hockey sense make him an intriguing prospect. There’s third
pairing upside, it’s just going to take a while to develop.
Montgomery is out to prove that he’s more than just a mobile
shutdown defenseman this season. The tools are there,
Montgomery just needs to take the opportunity and run with
it. I’m excited to watch him play at the Prospects Showcase
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in September. Now that he has an NHL camp under his belt,
he’ll be able to focus his training and improve over the
course of the next month and a half.
Domenick Fensore
Fensore turned heads at development camp with his elite
skating ability, which isn’t a surprise at all. He might be one
of the quickest defenders in the NCAA this upcoming
season, after all. Fensore has potential to be one of the top
playmaking defensemen in the NCAA, helping Boston
University both at even strength and on the power play. He
excels at carrying the puck in transition and should be one of
their top scorers. Fensore is out to establish himself as a top
defender in Hockey East and help captain the Terriers to a
Hockey East Championship. After his season, I fully expect
Fensore to sign with the Hurricanes and join the Chicago
Wolves on an ATO for the remainder of the season. There,

he’ll be out to prove that he’s a pro-level player and one that
can make a difference in the NHL.
A few other players that I considered were Nikita Quapp,
Lucas Mercuri and Anttoni Honka. Quapp didn’t play a ton
last season and looked solid in a handful of starts despite his
paper stats being underwhelming, so I’m interested to see
what he can do on a new team. Mercuri will likely be a top
nine forward for UMass this upcoming season after spending
much of last season on the fourth line. As for Honka, well,
I’m not sure. He hasn’t signed anywhere as I’m writing this,
and there haven’t been any rumors of him signing with the
Hurricanes or anywhere else. I thought he had a great
season on a pretty bad Liiga team, and while I was unsure of
whether or not the Hurricanes would sign him, I thought we’d
at least have some news about Honka’s next playing
destination by this point. It’s something to keep an eye on as
we move forward, for sure.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://theathletic.com/3435156/2022/07/20/nhl-free-agency-unaddressed-needs/
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/07/hurricanes-roster-coming-into-focus/
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/07/19/free-agent-goalie-market-makes-shesterkin-other-values-more-precious/
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/19/23268666/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-morrow-suzuki-puistola
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: The data is in, and our inaugural
fashion king is …

10. Anthony Duclair
Duclair put the Panthers on the style radar with a few expressive looks
throughout the season. He had four appearances overall and peaked at
No. 3. I have a feeling when he returns from Achilles surgery recovery
midseason, he’ll come bearing some No. 1-worthy fits.
9. Yanni Gourde

By Sara Civian

yanni is both #teamblue & #teamgreen

pic.twitter.com/1AOtDLmZz6

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) March 31, 2022
There wasn’t one specific objective when I launched The Athletic’s NHL
style power rankings at the start of the 2021-22 season. I wanted to give
certain players props for breaking the mold and daring to show
personality in a league that often discourages straying from the norm. I
wanted to highlight some awesome projects in the hockey world, like
Black Rosie coming to life. I wanted to shame social media managers for
using the word “drip” incorrectly.
Somewhere along the way, sandwiched in between the inevitable “Who
cares?” comments, we cultivated a community of fun people here, and I
thank you for the interactions I’ve looked forward to throughout the
season.
Also along the way, I’ve started to realize how deep fashion runs for
some NHL players. Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, for example, told us about
drawing inspiration from his sisters and the late Ray Emery.
A byproduct of all of this — of a full season’s rankings — has been a lot
of data points about the best-dressed players in the league. There’s
human error to account for, and there are inherent biases considering
teams like the Maple Leafs barely show us their player arrivals and no
team show every player (and we can’t expect them to). But it’s still fun to
see the drip per 60 laid out after a significant period of time.
We brought in the big guns for this — The Athletic’s analytics and data
visualization extraordinaire Shayna Goldman — to help us get a true
picture of the NHL’s style landscape of 2021-22.
Explains Shayna: “Sara compiled every player to ever make the
rankings, and we created a point system based on where they landed
each week. Ten points were awarded to the No. 1-styled player and one
to the 10th for every edition of the style power rankings. Style points were
added together for a final score, as the chart reflects. Some players
bolstered their final tallies with quite a few mid-range rankings, while
others just had bangers week after week (we’re looking at you, David
Pastrnak) to boost their numbers.
“This is a stacked-style graph, with bars indicating how many times a
player appeared in the rankings. So if a player has three bars, they
appeared in the rankings three times. For example, if you’re Pierre-Luc
Dubois, you made the rankings twice, with one No. 1 ranking indicated by
the longer bar. Not all players who appeared in the style power rankings
ended up in the graphic, as there were 73 players making at least one
appearance.”
Got it, everyone?
Now let’s review our Season 1’s top 10.

Gourde kept a nautical theme going throughout the Kraken’s inaugural
season, and I just love that for him and them. He was one of the higherprofile Kraken players in their first year as a team, and he clearly
understood part of the assignment was to dress the part. We’ll appreciate
all of his on-theme looks when we reminisce on Seattle’s first season 10
years from now.
He only made two appearances in the style power rankings, but they
were at No. 1 and No. 2.
The unofficial #SeaKraken Super Tock rankings (according to
@wborgen19)
1. Borgy
2. Gourde
T-3. Haydn Fleury & Soucy
Learn more about the friendly competition that supplies valuable team
bonding & *lots* of chirping → https://t.co/pQJmlPhUg2
pic.twitter.com/RcSKv3bjhG
— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) May 27, 2022
8. K’Andre Miller
Game ready. pic.twitter.com/M901jp2bqm
— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) February 26, 2022
Miller was absolutely the style breakout star of the year in his first full
non-COVID-19-restricted NHL season. I was expecting him to end up a
bit higher on this end-of-season roundup, but the Rangers started
pushing pictures of everyone in tracksuits toward the end of the year. I’m
sure he’s just getting started, and I’m looking forward to many more
years of fashion excellence — especially in New York City.
He appeared four times on the rankings, peaking at No. 4
Daily K'Andre fit check
You're welcome. pic.twitter.com/30CrsnQaBQ
— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) October 25, 2021
7. Mathieu Joseph
Mathieu Joseph (courtesy of the @tblightning)
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Joseph was a mainstay in the middle of the pack all season, and some
would argue that’s preferable to a No. 1 appearance and then a dropoff.
I’d consider Joseph the NHL’s master of the cool, modern but never overthe-top look. He keeps his suits classic but interesting with a few
personal twists, and that’s super reminiscent of his suburban Montreal
roots.
Joseph appeared on the rankings four times, peaking at No. 3.
6. Elvis Merzlikins
Elvis Merzlikins has entered the building. He says Matiss Kivlenieks, who
once had The Joker on his #CBJ helmet, would be jealous of the suit.
pic.twitter.com/A3clwq2O4j
— Jeff Svoboda (@JacketsInsider) October 14, 2021
Elvis’ style and personality live up to his iconic name, and even when the
Blue Jackets weren’t exactly buzzing, his outfits were something to look
forward to throughout the season. A proponent of suspenders, hats and
joker suits, Merzlikins peaked at No. 2 and made five total appearances
in the 2021-22 style power rankings. I’d love to see what’s up his sleeve
for when his team has a good season.
5. Adam Lowry
When I first set out to do these rankings, I didn’t think Lowry would make
so many appearances. But despite the Winnipeg cold, he brought the
heat week after week. He has a personal style vaguely reminiscent of a
cool college professor, and he’s remained very committed to the overall
bit. He toed the line of sticking to his look and keeping it fresh
seamlessly, and I can’t wait to see what’s on deck for next season.

2. P.K. Subban
P.K. Subban (courtesy of the @njdevils)
Subban has been a rare burst of personality in the NHL since his arrival,
and part of that has always been his strong sense of style. Coming as a
shock to absolutely no one, he’s among the biggest risk takers in the
world of hockey fashion. (Here are two more recent looks posted by
Subban himself.) He never topped the charts last season, but I think the
Devils’ jersey rebrand explains that, with the social feeds focused on the
kit and not the fits. I can only work with what the teams and players show
me, folks.
Subban ended up with three top-five appearances, five total appearances
and one shout-out from the Missin Curfew fellas. Not bad at all.
Congrats on the first one shappy! Jersey shore stand up
pic.twitter.com/54XHd6c1Jd
— P.K. Subban (@PKSubban1) January 14, 2022
1. David Pastrnak
Pasta has arrived

pic.twitter.com/95ccbdagVy

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 29, 2022
Fresh Pasta coming right up

pic.twitter.com/Qpxz9joIYr

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) April 26, 2022

4. Patrik Laine

Pastrnak ran away with the 2021-22 style power rankings crown. Not
only did he have the most No. 1 rankings with three, but he also had the
most overall appearances with nine. He’s never afraid to take a risk, but
even his more understated looks have a certain Pastrnak flair to them.
His range is simply unmatched among his peers, and he pulls it all off
with a confident smile.

29 is back. LFG! #007 pic.twitter.com/Sgpz5o70QW

Some Pasta and tendies.

— Max Domi (@maxdomi) December 31, 2021

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) February 10, 2022

Laine started off the 2021-22 season strong with his fits and showed us
all the power of color coordination and accessories. His style is probably
the most polarizing in the league because it’s bold and centered around
statement pieces like sunglasses, 007 suits and beanies that match his
cars.

He also used his fashionable eye for good in the hockey world,
presenting Bruins legend Willie O’Ree with a custom fedora, and that’s
exactly what we love to see.

Just call him Peppermint Patty pic.twitter.com/hWv1XrBvCu

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 3, 2022

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) January 1, 2022

It’ll be a tall task for Pastrnak to follow up all of these killer looks next
season — more hockey players are getting creative with their outfits
every year — but if anyone is up for a two-peat, it’s him.

Lowry was all over the place in the rankings, with five total appearances,
ranging from No. 1 to No. 10.

Love him or hate him, his willingness to push the envelope will no doubt
pave the way for up-and-coming NHLers to dress however they really
want to dress.
Laine’s debut at No. 1 and three other appearances in the rankings were
enough for the No. 4 spot overall, even though he didn’t nail it every time
and had some misses. Goes to show the power of a few bangers and
that sometimes taking chances is worth it, even if they don’t land.
3. Ryan Reaves
Once again: Reavo understood the assignment.
pic.twitter.com/mFFDStLENv

VEGAS, BABY

pic.twitter.com/3viDjl0n6R

pic.twitter.com/OCq3vDImfM
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ESPN / 2022 NHL free agency live tracker - Signings, analysis, grades
and buzz

ESPN staff

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) March 17, 2022
If Laine was the king of risk-taking and flash, Reaves was the king of
consistency when it came to his outfits. He isn’t very flashy, and he
doesn’t need to be; he lets strong solid color selection do the talking. His
specialty seems to be working with bold colors, and you saw it with tons
of purple and green solids this season. We should also give props to his
tailor, who clearly knows how to fit a suit.
Reaves had three top-five appearances and four total appearances in the
2021-22 style power rankings.

The 2022 NHL offseason is in full swing, as the draft is now in the
rearview mirror and teams look to mold their rosters via trades and resignings.
While the start of free agency is traditionally July 1, it began this year on
Wednesday because of the shifted schedule of the 2021-22 season.
Although the key dates have changed, the goal of free agency has not:
GMs around the NHL hope to land the game-changing veteran who can
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boost their contention status or bolster their core with the glue that builds
championships.

Veteran forward Riley Barber will continue his hockey career in Texas,
agreeing to terms on a one-year, $750,000 deal with the Stars.

Here's our continuously updated tracker, featuring a list of every player
signed, along with analysis on the biggest deals and buzz on what could
happen next. Note that the newest deals are at the top.

Forward Rudolfs Balcers was bought out by the Sharks on Tuesday, but
his free agency didn't last long; he's signing a one-year, $750,000
contract with the Panthers.

July 19

The Rangers add to their forward group, inking former Flame Ryan
Carpenter to a one-year, $750,000 contract.

The Devils hopped aboard the goalie carousel this summer, trading for
the rights to restricted free agent Vitek Vanecek. The two sides have put
the final touches on their commitment, agreeing to terms on a three-year,
$10.2 million deal.
July 18
The Sharks are getting business done with restricted free agents this
week, inking goaltender Kaapo Kahkonen (two years, $5.5 million) and
forward Luke Kunin (two years, $5.5 million).
Restricted free agent netminder Sam Montembeault is returning to the
Canadiens by way of a two-year, $2 million deal.
July 17
The Maple Leafs get one more offseason box checked off, agreeing to a
one-year, $2.25 million deal with restricted free agent Pierre Engvall.
Veteran defenseman Michael Del Zotto has answered the call of South
Florida, signing a one-year, $750,000 contract with the Panthers.
Restricted free agent defenseman Niko Mikkola is sticking with the Blues,
inking a one-year, $1.9 million pact.
Veteran forward Mattias Janmark is heading north of the border,
agreeing to terms on a one-year, $1.25 million deal with the Oilers.
July 16
After finishing the 2021-22 season with the Canadiens, Rem Pitlick is
coming back to Montreal, agreeing to terms on a two-year, $2.2 million
deal.
July 15
The Calle Jarnkrok tour of North America has had stops with the
Predators, Kraken and Flames during the past two seasons. We can now
add the Maple Leafs to that list, as the veteran center is signing a fouryear, $8.4 million contract with Toronto.
The Flyers didn't land Johnny Gaudreau, but they did bring back one of
their own, inking Morgan Frost to a one-year, $800,000 deal.
Forward Zach Sanford has decided his time with the Jets is through,
agreeing to terms on a one-year, $850,000 pact with the Predators.
The Jets bolster their blue-line group, agreeing to terms on a one-year,
$750,000 contract with Ashton Sautner.
July 14
Veteran defenseman Christian Wolanin is signing a one-year, $750,000
deal with the Canucks.
While brother Jamie continues his captaincy in Dallas, defenseman
Jordie Benn is inking a one-year, $750,000 pact with the Maple Leafs.
The Senators bring back a player key to their build, inking restricted free
agent Josh Norris to an eight-year, $63.6 million deal.
Dylan Strome's free agency did not last long. After the Blackhawks chose
not to give him a qualifying offer, the Capitals are signing him to a oneyear, $3.5 million deal.
The Predators add to their goaltending depth behind Juuse Saros,
signing Kevin Lankinen to a one-year, $1.5 million contract.
The Ducks add to their forward depth, inking Glenn Gawdin to a twoyear, $1.525 million pact.

Depending on where you live in the world, this signing occurred late on
Wednesday or early on Thursday, but nevertheless, former Lightning
playoff hero Ondrej Palat is joining the Devils by way of a five-year, $30
million contract. Grade for the deal.
Another veteran defenseman has chosen the Red Wings: Mark Pysyk is
signing a one-year, $850,000 contract with Detroit.
July 13
As the Ducks continue their build to contention, they'll do so for the
foreseeable future with forward Ryan Strome in the mix, signing him to a
five-year, $25 million contract.
The Flames bid adieu to Johnny Gaudreau, but did welcome back
another player from their 2021-22 roster, inking defenseman Nikita
Zadorov to a two-year, $7.5 million deal.
The Golden Knights cleared some cap space earlier in the day with the
Max Pacioretty trade, and used some of it to re-sign forward Reilly Smith
to a three-year, $15 million deal.
Perhaps the biggest free agent domino has finally fallen, as winger
Johnny Gaudreau is signing a seven-year, $68.25 million contract with
the Blue Jackets. Grade for the deal.
The Kraken add a pair of veterans, inking defenseman Justin Schultz
(two years, $6 million) and goaltender Martin Jones (one year, $2
million).
The Senators' roster moves continue, as forward Connor Brown has
been traded to the Capitals for a 2024 second-round pick.
A somewhat stunning trade in the late afternoon ET, as the Golden
Knights are sending Max Pacioretty and Dylan Coghlan to the Hurricanes
for future considerations. Grades for the trade.
The Hurricanes are adding veteran forward Ondrej Kase to a one-year,
$1.5 million deal.
Former Avalanche center Nico Sturm has moved on to San Jose,
agreeing to terms on a three-year, $6 million deal with the Sharks.
The Penguins added to their forward depth, adding Josh Archibald by
way of a one-year, $900,000 agreement.
The Stars have added to their blue-line group, signing Colin Miller to a
two-year, $3.7 million contract.
Forward Nicolas Deslauriers has chosen the Flyers as his next team,
signing a four-year, $7 million pact, and veteran defenseman Justin
Braun has also chosen the Flyers, signing a one-year, $1.75 million deal.
The Kraken are signing a trio of players to one-year, $750,000 deals:
forward Jesper Froden, goaltender Magnus Hellberg and defenseman
Brogan Rafferty.
Veteran forward David Perron will not be returning to the Blues for 202223 -- at least at the start of the season. Instead, he's signing a two-year,
$9.5 million deal with the Red Wings.
Goaltender Pheonix Copley has moved on to the Kings, inking a oneyear, $825,000 deal to head to L.A.
The Blackhawks decided not to give forward Dominik Kubalik a qualifying
offer this offseason, and it didn't take him long to find a new team, signing
a two-year, $5 million deal with the Red Wings.
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The Jets have found their backup to Connor Hellebuyck, inking David
Rittich to a one-year, $900,000 pact.

Forward Adam Gaudette will be skating for the Maple Leafs franchise in
2022-23, inking a one-year, $750,000 pact.

Defenseman Kale Clague has moved on to the Sabres, inking a oneyear, $750,000 contract.

Another trade! The Hurricanes are trading for Brent Burns and Lane
Pederson, sending Steven Lorentz, Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional
2023 third-round pick to the Sharks. Grades for the trade.

The Kraken have added a big piece to their top-six forward group,
signing former Avalanche winger Andre Burakovsky to a five-year, $27.5
million contract.
The Panthers are adding multiple Staal brothers! Defenseman Marc
Staal is signing a one-year, $750,000 contract, while center Eric Staal is
heading to Florida on a professional tryout deal.
The Flyers waived Oskar Lindblom this week, but he didn't spend long on
the market, inking a two-year, $5 million deal with the Sharks.
Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman snags another veteran defenseman to
help out his youngsters, inking Ben Chiarot to a four-year, $19 million
deal.
Former Blackhawks defenseman Erik Gustafsson is headed to D.C.,
inking a one-year, $800,000 contract with the Capitals.

Former Maple Leafs forward Ilya Mikheyev is heading to the Canucks via
a four-year, $19 million pact.
A first-round pick in 2015, Colin White is heading to Florida by way of a
one-year, $1.2 million deal.
The Rangers have found their veteran backup to Igor Shesterkin, inking
Jaroslav Halak to a one-year, $1.55 million contract.
The Blackhawks made a lot of subtractions this offseason, but are adding
forwards Max Domi and Andreas Athanasiou on one-year, $3 million
contracts.
Veteran defenseman Nick Leddy is heading back to St. Louis via a fouryear, $16 million pact.

Defenseman Erik Gudbranson is on to another team, agreeing to a fouryear, $16 million pact with the Blue Jackets.

As the Coyotes head to a new arena in 2022-23, they'll do so with
defenseman Troy Stecher, as he is signing a one-year, $1.25 million
deal.

Fresh off another long playoff run with the Lightning, defenseman Jan
Rutta is agreeing to a three-year, $8.25 million deal with the Penguins.

Defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin is joining the Sabres, agreeing to terms on
a two-year, $5.5 million contract.

After a heroic postseason run with the Avalanche, Artturi Lehkonen is
returning by way of a five-year, $22.5 million contract.

The Rangers got a good look at Vincent Trocheck during their playoff
series against the Hurricanes, and are signing him to a seven-year,
$39.375 million contract. Grade for the deal.

The Blues are adding to their forward group, signing Noel Acciari to a
one-year, $1.25 million contract.
Nick Cousins is heading on down to Florida, agreeing to a two-year, $2.2
million deal with the Panthers.
After a breakout year with the Panthers, Mason Marchment is signing a
four-year, $18 million contract with the Stars.
Veteran Nick Bjugstad is heading to the desert, inking a one-year,
$900,000 deal with the Coyotes.
Another big domino has fallen in the goalie market: Stanley Cup winner
Darcy Kuemper is signing a five-year, $26.25 million pact with the
Capitals. The Caps are also adding Kuemper's backup, signing Charlie
Lindgren to a three-year, $3.3 million deal. Grade for the Kuemper deal.
The Blues have found their new backup to goaltender Jordan Binnington,
inking Thomas Greiss to a one-year, $1.25 million contract.
The Red Wings bring in another veteran defenseman for their blue-line
group, signing Olli Maatta to a one-year, $2.25 million deal.
The Kings will stay in the Brendan Lemieux business, re-signing the
forward to a one-year, $1.35 million deal.
The Sabres have added former Jets goalie Eric Comrie to their goalie
group, inking him to a two-year, $3.6 million deal.
Dustin Tokarski is joining the Penguins, signing a one-year, $775,000
contract.
Another trio of big contract extensions: The Lightning have agreed to
terms on an eight-year, $68 million continuation for Mikhail Sergachev,
an eight-year, $50 million deal with Anthony Cirelli, and an eight-year,
$41.6 million contract with Erik Cernak.
After coming over to the Oilers at the deadline, defenseman Brett Kulak
will stay on in Edmonton by way of a four-year, $11 million deal.
The prodigal forward has returned! Vladislav Namestnikov is signing a
one-year, $2.5 million deal with the Lightning.
After a big postseason, Frank Vatrano is heading to the Ducks, signing a
three-year, $10.95 million contract.

After a strong showing in the playoffs for the Rangers, center Andrew
Copp is joining the Red Wings via a five-year, $28.125 million deal.
Grade for the deal.
After winning the Cup with the Avalanche, forward Nicolas Aube-Kubel is
joining the Maple Leafs on a one-year, $1 million pact.
It's not just free agents signing big deals; Robert Thomas has reached
agreement on an eight-year, $65 million extension with the Blues.
The Flames make their first deal of the post-Johnny Gaudreau era, inking
forward Kevin Rooney to a two-year, $2.6 million pact.
After spending the past three seasons in the Atlantic Division, British
Columbia native Curtis Lazar signs a three-year, $3 million deal with the
Canucks.
The Devils are adding to their blue-line group, signing Brendan Smith to
a two-year, $2.2 million contract.
There are a lot of moving parts for the Lightning this offseason, and one
piece moving in is veteran defenseman Ian Cole, by way of a one-year,
$3 million deal.
The Claude Giroux Watch is over: the veteran forward is signing with the
Senators on a three-year, $19.5 million deal. Grade for the deal.
Goaltending was a focus for the Oilers this offseason, and they are
signing former Maple Leafs goalie Jack Campbell to a five-year, $25
million pact.
Toronto has found its tandem partner for Matt Murray, inking Ilya
Samsonov to a one-year, $1.8 million contract.
Forward Victor Olofsson set a career high in points in 2021-22, and the
Sabres are bringing him back via a two-year, $9.5 million contract.
A trade! The New Jersey Devils have traded Pavel Zacha to the Boston
Bruins in exchange for Erik Haula. The deal is one for one.
Though there was some buzz that defenseman Josh Manson would
explore the market, he is re-signing with the Avalanche on a four-year,
$18 million contract.
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In Tampa Bay, Ondrej Palat is going to test the market but doesn't
sound like the door is closed for him with the Lightning.

Veteran free agent goaltender Maxime Lagace has agreed to a one-year
deal with the Lightning.

GM Julien BriseBois is always in for a surprise, but one of his big
needs today is a left shot defenseman to replace Ryan McDonagh.

The Kings re-up with two of their restricted free agent forwards: Lias
Andersson (one year, $750,000) and Carl Grundstrom (two years, $2.6
million).

— Emily Kaplan (@emilymkaplan) July 13, 2022
Gaudreau will not re-sign with Flames
We don't know where Johnny Gaudreau will be signing this offseason,
but it will not be with the Calgary Flames, the only team for which he has
played during his nine-season NHL career.
There has been heavy speculation that the Philadelphia Flyers, New
Jersey Devils and New York Islanders could be among the suitors for
Gaudreau, a native of Salem, a town in southern New Jersey. It's
expected his free agent contract could cross the $10 million average
annual value threshold. Only 14 players make $10 million or more
against the salary cap in the NHL.
Johnny Gaudreau & Nazem Kadri should both land massive deals.
Philly is Gaudreau's top choice but Flyers need to clear $$. They've
been trying to move JVR's contract.. If not, Gaudreau may sign with
another Metro team.
NYR among top suitors for Kadri, but he'll have options.
— Emily Kaplan (@emilymkaplan) July 13, 2022
NHL free agency begins today! As I reported on @sportscenter, the
goalie market is absolutely insane.. but carousel should stop for a few
teams today.
According to multiple sources, the expectation is that Darcy Kuemper
will sign in Washington to be the Caps new starter.
— Emily Kaplan (@emilymkaplan) July 13, 2022

July 10
Restricted free agent defenseman Jacob Bryson agrees to terms on a
two-year, $3.7 million deal with the Sabres.
After arriving in Colorado via trade from the Rangers, goaltender
Alexandar Georgiev inks a three-year, $10.2 million contract.
The Avalanche come to terms on a two-year, $1.525 million contract with
defenseman Jacob MacDonald.
July 9
One of the biggest potential free agents comes off the board, as Filip
Forsberg agree with the Predators on an eight-year, $68 million contract.
July 8
The Capitals re-sign restricted free agent defenseman Lucas Johansen
to a two-year, $1.525 million deal.
The Kings do not allow forward Adrian Kempe to explore the market,
agreeing to a four-year, $22 million contract with the forward.
After trading for defenseman Tony DeAngelo, the Flyers ink him to a twoyear, $10 million contract.
The Panthers make it official with two returning players: RFA
defenseman Lucas Carlsson (one year, $800,000) and forward Eetu
Luostarinen (two years, $3 million).
Ville Husso's day started as a Blue, but it ended with a three-year, $14.25
million deal with the Red Wings after Detroit traded for the netminder.

One of the big free agent scorers is off the board: Evander Kane will be
returning to the Oilers by way of a four-year, $20.5 million contract.

July 7

July 12

One of the best potential free agent goaltenders is off the market: MarcAndre Fleury agreed to a two-year, $7 million deal with the Wild.

Evgeni Malkin will not be leaving Pittsburgh after all. The Penguins have
re-signed the veteran to a four-year, $24.4 million pact.
After re-signing goaltender Craig Anderson earlier this offseason, the
Sabres add fellow netminder Malcolm Subban for one year, $850,000.

The Penguins will stay in the Kris Letang business, as the defenseman
agreed to a six-year, $36.6 million contract.
Defenseman Dillon Heatherington will stick around in Ottawa a while
longer, having agreed to a two-year, $1.35 million deal.

The Kraken bring back restricted free agent forward Alexander True via a
one-year, $750,000 contract.

July 6

Pittsburgh continues its Pierre-Olivier Joseph relationship, signing the
restricted free agent defenseman to a two-year, $1.65 million deal.

The Wild liked what they saw out of defenseman Jacob Middleton this
season and have re-signed him to a three-year, $7.35 million deal.

Stefan Noesen is back with the Hurricanes franchise, inking a two-year,
$1.52 million contract.

Adam Boqvist's time with the Blue Jackets will continue, as the restricted
free agent defenseman signs a three-year, $7.8 million contract.

Veteran defenseman Alexander Edler will be returning to the Kings for
2022-23, as the two sides come to an agreement on a one-year,
$750,000 contract.

July 5

On the eve of free agency, the Sabres reach a one-year, $1.7 million
agreement with forward Vinnie Hinostroza.

Restricted free agent forward Aleksi Heponiemi will stick with the
Panthers, signing a one-year, $750,000 contract.

July 11

Pittsburgh secures its goaltending depth via a two-year, $3.6 million
contract extension for Casey DeSmith.

Rickard Rakell's tenure with the Penguins will continue beyond his postdeadline work in 2021-22, as the two sides agree on a six-year, $30
million contract.
One big free agent for the Stanley Cup champs will be back on the roster
as they go for a repeat. Valeri Nichushkin has signed an eight-year, $49
million deal.
The Penguins agree to terms on a one-year, $750,000 contract with
restricted free agent forward Alexander Nylander.

Gritty forward Andrew Cogliano will be back with the Stanley Cup
champs, inking a one-year, $1.25 million deal.

The Rangers waste no time in getting restricted free agent forward Julien
Gauthier back in the fold, agreeing to a one-year, $800,000 pact.
July 1
After a superb tryout this spring and early summer, Nicholas Paul will be
back with the Lightning for the foreseeable future, agreeing to a sevenyear, $22.05 million contract.
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The Canucks get a head start on the offseason, signing a quartet of
restricted free agents: Brock Boeser (three years, $19.95 million), William
Lockwood (one year, $750,000), Jack Rathbone (two years, $1.7 million)
and Noah Juulsen (one year, $750,000).

Restricted free agent forward Brad Malone returns to the Oilers by way of
a two-year, $1.525 million contract.
The Predators have brought back restricted free agent defenseman
Jeremy Lauzon with a four-year, $8 million deal.

The Kings brought back restricted free agents Matt Villalta (one year,
$787,500) and Frederic Allard (one year, $750,000).

July 7

June 30

Denis Gurianov will be a Star for at least one more season, signing a
one-year, $2.9 million pact with the club.

Dallas continues its relationship with goaltender Scott Wedgewood,
agreeing to a two-year, $2 million extension.

The Blue Jackets have come to terms on a two-year, $8 million deal with
restricted free agent forward Jack Roslovic.

Defenseman Darren Raddysh returns to the Lightning via a two-year,
$1.525 million deal.

May 22

The Sabres and goaltender Craig Anderson agree to terms on a oneyear, $1.5 million contract.

Veteran defenseman Mark Giordano will give it another go with the
Maple Leafs, agreeing to a two-year, $1.6 million extension.

June 29

May 21

Following their trade to bring in Kevin Fiala, the Kings sign him to a
seven-year, $55.125 million deal.

Bryan Rust has become a dependable top-six forward for the Penguins,
and he'll continue his tenure with the club after agreeing to a six-year,
$30.75 million deal.

The Sabres come to terms on a one-year, $750,000 agreement with
forward Sean Malone.

May 20

June 27

The Blue Jackets have signed up for another season of goaltending from
Joonas Korpisalo, agreeing to a one-year, $1.3 million deal.

The Canucks come to agreements with Sheldon Dries (two years, $1.525
million), Guillaume Brisebois (one year, $750,000) and John Stevens
(one year, $750,000).

May 16

Restricted free agent defenseman Timothy Liljegren returns to the Maple
Leafs via a two-year, $2.8 million deal.
The Panthers bring back restricted free agent defenseman Matt Kiersted
on a two-year, $1.525 million pact.

Restricted free agent defenseman Jakub Zboril is back with the Bruins
via a two-year, $2.275 million contract.
May 9

June 24

San Jose re-signs two free agents: forward Alexander Barabanov (two
years, $5 million) and defenseman Jaycob Megna (two years, $1.625
million).

Restricted free agent forward Cody Glass sticks in Smashville via a oneyear, $874,125 contract.

The Kraken get their offseason rolling, signing forward Max McCormick
to a two-year, $15.25 pact.

June 23
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The Flyers agree to terms on a two-year, $1.55 million deal with
restricted free agent goalie Felix Sandstrom.
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June 22
The Wild will continue their relationship with restricted free agent
defenseman Connor Dewar via a two-year, $1.6 million deal.
June 20
Washington comes to terms with two restricted free agents: Beck
Malenstyn (two years, $1.525 million) and Brett Leason (two years, $1.55
million).
June 17
Restricted free agent forward Sammy Blais returns to the Rangers by
way of a one-year deal.
June 15
The Blue Jackets have brought back restricted free agent goalie Daniil
Tarasov on a three-year, $3.15 million contract.
Restricted free agent forward Dylan Gambrell inks a one-year, $950,000
extension with the Senators.
June 14
The Kings have signed a two-year, $1.575 million contract with forward
T.J. Tynan.
July 13
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Sportsnet.ca / Trudeau condemns Hockey Canada over fund meant to
handle sexual misconduct claims

Emily Sadler

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said it's "hard for anyone" to have faith in
Hockey Canada's leadership after revelations this week about the
federation maintaining a fund meant to handle sexual misconduct claims.
Speaking to reporters in B.C. on Tuesday, Trudeau said the fund is
"absolutely unacceptable."
"I think right now it's hard for anyone in Canada to have faith or trust in
anyone at Hockey Canada. What we're learning today is absolutely
unacceptable," he said.
"When I think about the culture that is apparently permeating the highest
orders of that organization, I can understand why so many parents, why
so many Canadians who take such pride in our national winter sport are
absolutely disgusted by what's going on,” Trudeau continued. “And
certainly as a government, we will continue to be unequivocal in our
condemnation of what we're learning and mostly in our demands that
things change significantly.”

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 20, 2022
The Canadian Press reported on Monday the existence of Hockey
Canada’s fund, citing a July 2021 affidavit sworn by former Hockey
Canada vice-president of insurance and risk management Glen
McCurdie that said it is used to cover "uninsured liabilities include
potential claims for historical sexual abuse."
Support for survivors
If you or someone you know has experienced sexual violence and is in
need of support, those in Canada can find province-specific centres,
crisis lines and services here. For readers in America, a list of resources
and references can be found here.
The Globe and Mail on Tuesday reported that Hockey Canada built the
fund using revenue from minor hockey registration fees. The news
intensified the spotlight under which Hockey Canada has operated since
news first broke of a civil settlement in May 2022 stemming from
allegations made by a woman who said she was sexually assaulted in
June 2018 by eight CHL players, including some members of that year’s
Canadian world junior team.
When reached for comment, a Hockey Canada spokesperson told
Sportsnet the organization “maintains a National Equity Fund, which
covers a broad range of expenses related to safety, wellness and equity
initiatives across our organization.”
The statements goes on to read:
“This includes, but is not limited to, counselling and treatment for players,
concussion research grants to the Canadian Hockey League, criminal
record checks of Hockey Canada staff, donations to Kids Help Phone, as
well as a range of safety initiatives. The Fund is also used to pay for the
organization’s insurance premiums and to cover any claims not otherwise
covered by insurance policies, including those related to physical injury,
harassment, and sexual misconduct.
“The Fund was established in a manner consistent with reserve funds
maintained by other large national organizations. With that in mind,
Hockey Canada has recently announced a full governance review, which
will help ensure we are upholding the highest standards Canadians
expect and that would include the administration of the fund.”
Last week, Hockey Canada released a “Letter to all Canadians” in which
it announced it would reopen its previously incomplete investigation into
the 2018 allegations, and would also “retain an independent, third-party
expert to fully examine our organization and make recommendations to
ensure our governance is geared to the requirements of a national
organization of our scope and influence.”
Sportsnet confirmed Tuesday that before this separate fund was set up,
any sexual assault claim settlements were handled through insurance. A
source with knowledge of Hockey Canada said the fund was created
under the leadership of former CEO Tom Renney. Renney retired on July
1 and was replaced by Scott Smith, who is president and COO.
(According to sources, his retirement was not prompted by the
allegations or investigation.)
According to The Globe and Mail, the federation’s fund “has exceeded
$15 million in recent years,” and is “used at Hockey Canada’s discretion
and can be deployed to write cheques to cover out-of-court settlements
for a variety of claims, including allegations of sexual assault, that are
deemed uninsurable or are settled without the participation of its insurer.”
In its statement on Tuesday, Hockey Canada did not directly address the
source of the funds.
Hockey Canada’s finances were already under intense scrutiny. When
asked during testimony in Ottawa on June 20 about the source of the
money used by Hockey Canada in May’s settlement, Smith said the
organization “liquidated a portion of our investments to pay for the
settlement.”
Last month, Canada’s minister of sport, Pascale St-Onge, announced the
freezing of government funding to the federation and called for a forensic
audit. The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage also initiated a

series of hearings, which began on June 20 and continue with scheduled
hearings July 26 and 27 in Ottawa with more witnesses from Hockey
Canada being called as well as representatives from the CHL, law firm
Henein Hutchison and Hockey Canada’s insurance company.
Liberal MP Chris Bittle, who is part of the Heritage Committee and will be
in attendance for Tuesday and Wednesday’s hearings, said there will be
"some very difficult questions" facing the organization next week.
"If you're going to have a fund specifically for sexual assault settlements,
we're going to need greater details, we're going to need better answers in
terms of what's going on, what's happening at Hockey Canada," Bittle
told CityNews' Cormac Mac Sweeney on Tuesday. "What are the
decisions behind creating that? What are the decisions that led to
creating that, versus broader changes in the culture of the sport and
delving deeper into that?"
NDP MP Peter Julian, who also serves on the Heritage Committee,
called the existence of the fund "extremely concerning" and said it will be
a central focus of next week's hearings -- particularly, he said, when it
comes to the estimated number of lawsuits paid out from it.
"Hockey Canada has not been transparent, they have not been
accountable,” Julian told Mac Sweeney. “They're going to have to chance
that next week by answering, completely, these questions Canadians
have."
--With files from Paul D. Grant
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.20.2022
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL's top 10 remaining UFAs: Latest rumours, reports
Kadri details roller coaster of emotions throughout Stanley Cup run

Luke Fox

Shockingly, we’re nearly a week removed from free agency’s opening
and the top centreman and defenceman available are… well, still
available.
A flurry of trades and signings on July 13 took its toll on our Top 10 UFA
board, and yet a few major names — and plenty of intriguing second-tier
ones — remain homeless.
Here’s a quick rundown of the best UFAs still available, and the latest on
their situations.
1. Nazem Kadri
Age: 31
Position: Centre
2021-22 salary cap hit: $4.5 million
The latest: One of 2021-22’s greatest bargains, Kadri over-delivered bigtime on his $4-million salary.
Before temporarily going down to injury, Kadri was top-five leaguewide in
scoring. The Cup champ enjoyed a phenomenal postseason, avoiding
suspension, ripping hat tricks, scoring a big goal with a busted thumb,
and proving the haters wrong.
Unless Kadri takes another discount, the cold math suggest there won’t
be room for him in Denver.
Sakic has already promised $16.25 million annually to younger core
forwards Mikko Rantanen and Landeskog, and he must begin carving out
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serious cap space ($12 million?... more?) for Nathan MacKinnon in the
summer of 2023.
Paying Kadri — what, $7 million? — into his mid-30s felt like a luxury
they won’t be able to afford.
Kadri switched agents, from Brian MacDonald to Darren Ferris, in
anticipation of finding the best possible deal this summer.

The latest: Despite his age, Bergeron is still an all-world player. It would
be disrespectful not to keep the Bruins captain and five-time Selke
champ high on our list.
Bergeron announced in the fall that he’d skate out the final year of the
eight-year, $55-million contract he inked with Boston back in 2013 before
making a call on the next stage of his career.

Why?

His body has been through the spin cycle. There is a chance he simply
retires elite.

“I just felt like it was time, you know. Through my career, I feel like I've
given myself an opportunity to explore, and I've had the same agent for a
long, long time now. And I just wanted to see what else was out there for
me,” Kadri explained.

Upon a Round 1 elimination by the Hurricanes, Bergeron said that were
he to continue skating, he only has interest in Boston. But he wants time
to rest and ponder signing a one-year deal with the B’s.

“It was just difficult to do, in general. [MacDonald] was a great friend of
mine. And we formed a great relationship. So, it's always tough to have
those conversations, but at the end of the day, I think I owe it to myself,
and it's something that I've definitely earned.”

Club president Cam Neely wants to give the captain his space but would
prefer an answer soonish.

Ferris negotiated Mitch Marner’s lucrative 2019 deal and got creative with
Taylor Hall’s one-year bid in Buffalo as a UFA in 2020.

“He understands that we have decisions to make coming up here,” Neely
said. “I hope he feels good about his game still, because he had a pretty
damn good year. So, hopefully he’s mentally prepared to have another
one. You’ve got to give him some time to digest all that and talk with his
family about it. But we have decisions to make coming up as well.

Plenty of suitors came through with juicy offers, but some centre
openings are now filled (Rangers, Penguins, likely Bruins).

“It’s tough to find a Bergeron. Hopefully, he does come back. But if he
doesn’t, we’ve got to go to work.”

Calgary has money to spend now, and Columbus sure could use a
playmaker for Johnny Gaudreau.

Speaking again in early June, Bergeron said he is in no rush to make a
retirement call.

Kadri is reportedly waiting for some interested teams to clear cap room.
Still, Colorado is Kadri’s first choice.

"I still think I have a lot of time ahead of me to make that decision,"
Bergeron said. "I'm going to make sure that I take all the time I need to
make the right one."

“How could it not be? The Kroenkes have been great supporters of mine
and made it clear to me that they’d like me to stay also, but we
understand that there’s a business aspect involved. We’re going to try to
work together,” Kadri told Real Kyper & Bourne on June 29.

Then came this eyebrow-raising report from plugged-in Boston reporter
Joe McDonald:

“I think I’ve shown what my worth is and just looking forward to things
playing out.”
2. John Klingberg
Age: 29
Position: Defence
2021-22 salary cap hit: $4.25 million
The latest: Much like Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm, a younger Klingberg
signed a sweetheart team-friendly deal and is finally due a meaningful
raise.
While Klingberg’s production has dipped from his 67-point performance
in 2017-18, top-four right-shot blueliners who can play in all situations
never fail to command bidding wars.
That Klingberg remains searching for the proper dance partner is curious.
A wild 24 hours suggested the Hurricanes, Kraken, Red Wings, and
Senators were all in the mix here. Then, suddenly, the Dallas Stars were
making a pitch to keep him in the fold.
A last-ditch return to Dallas fell apart, and the Hurricanes decided to
trade for Brent Burns instead.

Sweeney won’t rush his first-ballot Hall of Famer into a choice. Still, what
a pressure point for the organization.
"You could look at plans B and C and such, but let’s be honest: You don’t
replace that type of player and what he means to our organization. That
might take years to replace that player in that sense," Sweeney said.
"He’s given us indications that he’s not going to hold us up in terms of
what we may have to do subsequent to making a decision. But to be
perfectly honest, I don’t think there’s a timetable on it."
4. Nino Niederreiter
Age: 28
Position: Left wing
2021-22 salary cap hit: $5.25 million
The latest: The Hurricanes seemingly filled the departing Niederreiter’s
void with Max Pacioretty (for free!), but the power forward should get
some hard looks in this second wave of free agency.
Niederreiter quietly enjoyed a solid contract season, putting up 24 goals,
44 points, and a career-best plus-29 rating.
Teams that missed out on the top-tier wingers (Islanders?) should look
here.
5. David Krejci

Where Klingberg — the top-rated D-man to hit the market — lands will be
fascinating.

Age: 36

Red Wings speculation persists.

Position: Centre

3. Patrice Bergeron

The latest: The former (and future?) Bruins second-line pivot spent 202122 ripping up the Czech league (46 points in 51 games) because he
wanted to be near his family.

Age: 36
Position: Centre
2021-22 salary cap hit: $6.875 million

But the durable veteran is back training stateside and kept in close touch
with Boston GM Don Sweeney.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 20, 2022
That Sweeney traded Krejci’s 2C replacement, Eric Haula, to New Jersey
Wednesday only fuels the sense that a double return of aging Bruins
centres is in the works.
“I think we’re in a really good place with Patrice,” the GM said
Wednesday. “Just the timing and working out the details of his contract
and allowing him to declare that he’s good to go could be any timeframe
there. Just working through some of the stuff, letting some of this day
pass. He’s the only one that’s going to make that final announcement. He
has the final say.
“David Krejci, we’ve had numerous discussions throughout the day.
Going to try to continue to find some common ground there. It remains
positive. But I just don’t have a clear-cut answer for you.”
6. Phil Kessel
Age: 34
Position: Right wing

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5.5 million
The latest: Despite his age, the seventh-round wonder can still log
meaning full minutes. Of all the remaining UFAs, only Klingberg
averaged more ice time per night than Stralman (21:30), who left the
Arizona Coyotes for the open market.
A smart penalty-killer, Stralman can still provide some offence (eight
goals, 23 points) and play a position (right defence) that is highly soughtafter.
We wonder if Montreal may be a fit.
9. Sonny Milano
Age: 26
Position: Left wing / Right wing
2021-22 salary cap hit: $1.7 million

2021-22 salary cap hit: $8 million

The latest: The proud recipient of Trevor Zegras’s remarkable “Dishigan”
pass, Milano is blessed with elite skill.

The latest: The slippery sniper has gone to great lengths to keep his
ironman streak active, so there is no doubt Kessel wants to thrill us with
another contract and, at least, one more season of hockey.

And yet the winger has already been cast off by Columbus and now left
unqualified as a pending RFA by Anaheim.

That massive eight-year, $64-million contract (shared by the Maple
Leafs, Penguins and Coyotes) is finally over, and for the first time in his
career Kessel will have to take a paycut.
The winger is a second- or third-line option who can pinch in on the
power-play at this stage.

There is plenty of potential here for a middle-six forward who scored 14
goals and 34 points in 66 games for the Ducks last season.
Needs to improve his defensive game, though. Milano started 70.9 per
cent of his shifts in the O-zone and still saw half of the action sway to his
own end.
10. Evan Rodrigues

Of all the UFAs hanging around on Day 2 of free agency, only two (Kadri
and Bergeron) were more productive than Kessel (52 points) in 2021-22.

Age: 28

There’s still gas in the tank.

Position: Right wing / Centre

7. Paul Stastny

2021-22 salary cap hit: $1 million

Age: 36

The latest: The undrafted Rodrigues took full advantage of an opportunity
sent his way in 2021-22 with the Pittsburgh Penguins dealing with so
many injuries up front.

Position: Centre / Left wing
2021-22 salary cap hit: $3.75 million
The latest: Another aging forward, true. But one who thinks the game so
well that his decline has been gradual.
Stastny managed 21 goals and 45 points while skating nearly 18 minutes
a game and registering a plus-14 rating for an underwhelming Winnipeg
Jets squad in 2021-22 — and did not hesitate to exert some hard-truth
leadership at season’s end.
He’s also defensively shrewd and a face-off beast (56.6 per cent).
He’ll make some team better. Word is, he wants to link with a contender.
“Yeah, we talked to Stas’s group today,” Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff
said on Wednesday.
“I don’t think any doors are closed, but whether he has options or
choices, that will be up to him, I guess. But I guess you just never say
never to him.”
I believe there is mutual interest between LW/C Paul Stastny and the
Calgary Flames about a fit for next season.
Stastny is considering his options and wants to sign with a contender.
He loves what Darryl Sutter did to the Flames group last year.

An undrafted Toronto native, Rodrigues broke out late, crushing 19
goals, 43 points and a plus-3 rating — career highs, all.
But with the Penguins reupping core veterans Evgeni Malkin, Kris
Letang, Bryan Rust and Jeff Carter, there was little left over to give
Rodrigues the raise he has earned.
The day before free agency, Rodrigues changed representation, leaving
Peter Fish and joining Darren Ferris at Quartexx Hockey.
The Canucks reportedly inquired on the middle-six forward, and the
Flames, Red Wings and Devils are rumoured to have interest.
More notable UFAs in 2022: Calvin De Haan, Tyler Motte, Danton
Heinen, Zach Aston-Reese, Joe Thornton, P.K. Subban, Braden Holtby,
Michael Stone, Zdeno Chara, Derek Stepan, Antoine Rousell, Jay
Beagle, Jack Johnson, Will Butcher, Sami Niku, Victor Rask, Sam
Gagner, Tyler Ennis, Alex Galchenyuk, Sam Steel, Ryan Donato, Brian
Boyle, Alex Chiasson, Tyler Bozak, Kris Russell, James Neal, Loui
Eriksson, Daniel Sprong, Kyle Turris, Riley Nash
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— James Johnson
8. Anton Stralman

TSN.CA / Lawyers for players linked to alleged sexual assault to give
NHL videos, text messages

Age: 35
Position: Defence

Rick Westhead
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Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual
assault.
As the National Hockey League pursues its investigation into an alleged
2018 sexual assault involving eight former Canadian Hockey League
players, lawyers for the players plan to turn over to the league two videos
filmed with a cellphone during and after the incident, as well as 35 text
messages sent between the alleged victim and one of the players, a
source told TSN.

“I was ok with going home with you, it was everyone else afterwards that
I wasn’t expecting. I just felt like I was being made fun of and taken
advantage of,” the woman wrote at 12:04 p.m.
“I understand that you are embarrassed about what happened. But you
need to talk to your mother right now and straighten things out with the
police before this goes to [sic] far. This is a serious matter that she is mis
[sic] representing and could have significant implications for a lot of
people including you,” the player wrote at 12:06 p.m.
“What can you do to make this go away?” he wrote at 12:06 p.m.

The videos and text messages were provided to London Police Services
detectives by lawyers representing seven former CHL players in the days
after the alleged June 19, 2018, assault in a London, Ont., hotel following
a Hockey Canada event. London police closed its investigation on Feb.
6, 2019, without laying criminal charges. A police spokeswoman declined
to say on Monday what role, if any, the videos played in the decision to
not charge the players.

“Ya I understand that, I’m not trying to push this any farther,” she
responded at 12:07 p.m.

Investigators with Henein Hutchison, a Toronto law firm hired by Hockey
Canada to scrutinize the allegations, have reviewed the videos and text
messages but do not have copies of them, lawyers for the players said.

After several messages asking if she had gone to police, the player
texted again at 2:14 p.m.: “I appreciate that your [sic] going to put an end
to this I know this must not be easy for you to have to call the police and
say this was a mistake. have you thought about what you are going to
say to them?”

Hockey Canada has reopened its investigation into the incident and the
alleged victim has said through her lawyer she will cooperate with the
organization’s investigation. It’s unclear whether Henein Hutchison will
continue to play a role in the renewed probe and whether the videos will
be provided again to anyone working for Hockey Canada.
While there are eight former CHL players listed as “John Doe”
defendants in the case, lawyers who represent seven players say they
are unaware of why eight players were named as defendants. Both
lawyers for the alleged victim and seven former CHL players declined to
comment on the videos and text messages.
The first video is six seconds and was filmed at 3:25 a.m. during the
incident, Kaleigh Davidson, a lawyer working for the players, said in an
interview with TSN on Sunday.
The exchange is as follows:
“You’re okay with this?” an unidentified man asks the woman, who is
shown from her neck up in the video.
“I’m okay with this,” she responds.
The second video is 12 seconds and was filmed at 4:26 a.m., after the
incident, Davidson said. The woman stands with a towel covering her
chest.
“Are you recording me?” the woman said on the video. “Okay, good. It
was all consensual. You are so paranoid. Holy. I enjoyed it. It was fine. It
was all consensual. I am so sober, that’s why I can’t do this right now.”
TSN has not been able to independently confirm the timing of the videos,
which have no visible time stamp.
In her statement of claim, filed in April 2022, the plaintiff alleged that
following the assaults, the players directed her to say she was sober
while she was being video recorded.

“I’m sorry for any trouble it might have already caused,” she wrote at
12:07 p.m.
“Ok so can you please figure out how to make this go away and contact
the police,” the player wrote at 12:09 p.m.

“Told them I’m not going to pursue it any father and that it was a mistake.
You should be good now so hopefully nothing more comes of it. Sorry
again,” the woman wrote at 7:14 p.m.
“I appreciate you telling the truth. Thank you all the best,” the player
wrote in his final text message at 7:40 p.m.
The NHL is scheduled to begin interviewing players in coming days and
the videos and text messages will be used by the players’ attorneys to
argue that any sexual contact between the players and the woman was
consensual, said a source familiar with the matter.
Standard player contracts in the NHL contain morals clauses that give
the league the ability to discipline players for conduct on or off the ice
that is deemed detrimental to their team, the NHL, or the game in
general. Players can be disciplined without a criminal conviction.
NHL chief of security Jared Maples, the former director of the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness who joined the
league in 2021, is running the NHL’s investigation, Katie Strang of The
Athletic reported on July 11.
So-called “consent videos” are becoming more common in cases of
sexual assault as people filming their sexual encounters become more
prevalent, experts in sexual violence laws say.
“Defence counsel in cases must do what defence counsel do, and if a
person on video says they consent, counsel will argue that makes their
case,” said Blair Crew, director of Queen’s University’s legal aid program
and an advisor to the Ontario government’s Independent Legal Advice for
Survivors of Sexual Assault Program.

“Did u go to the police after Sunday?” the player wrote at 11:26 a.m.

“A six-second or 20-second video just is not enough to provide the
context for what’s happened. You almost need to have a full, complete
video showing the entire encounter and all of the context around it.
Someone could consent to something in the first few minutes when the
encounter really is consensual. But that doesn’t mean that they have
consented to what might happen after.

“I talked to my mom about it and she called I think but I told her not to. I
don’t want anything bad to come of it so I told her to stop,” the woman
wrote at 11:53 a.m.

“Consent videos are becoming more common because people in general
are becoming more comfortable about filming their own sexual
encounters.”

“You said you were having fun??” the player wrote at 11:55 a.m.

The woman who accused the former CHL players of assault has alleged
she was heavily intoxicated before she returned to a player’s hotel room
and engaged in consensual sex. She alleged that seven other players
then entered the room, and she was assaulted for hours before being
pressured to shower and film a video saying she was sober.

According to text messages provided by Davidson, the woman and one
of the hockey players exchanged text messages on June 20, 2018.

“I was really drunk, didn’t feel good about it at all after. But I’m not trying
to get anyone in trouble, I know I was in the wrong too,” the woman wrote
at 11:58 a.m.
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Dr. Lise Gotell, a women’s study professor at the University of Alberta
and an expert on sexual assault law, said that the Supreme Court of
Canada has not offered a clear opinion on whether someone who is
heavily intoxicated can provide consent. While someone who is
“blackout” drunk cannot consent, it’s not clear how drunk someone has to
become to be incapacitated and unable to provide consent, Dr. Gotell
said in an interview on Monday.
“Consent has to be ongoing and active and to applicable to each and
every sexual act,” Dr. Gotell said. “Even after consent is given, it can be
retracted at any time, which means that a small video – whether it is six
or 20 seconds – does not tell the whole story. It’s just one tiny piece of
evidence.”
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