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Canes Weekly: Monster Deals, Development Camp, Theme Nights & More
A one-stop shop for all things over the last seven days
By Walt Ruff
RALEIGH, NC. - A lot has happened within the last week.
Let's ensure you're up to speed.
Canes Make Free Agency Splashes via Trades
This time last week many Canes fans entered the NHL's first
day of free agency filled with uncertainty. Would the team
find a way to bring back Nino Niederreiter and Vincent
Trocheck? Who would be brought into the mix?
Instead, General Manager & President Don Waddell and the
front office made two home run trades that immediately put a
bulk of concerns to rest - acquiring Brent Burns from the San
Jose Sharks and Max Pacioretty from the Vegas Golden
Knights.
A right-handed defenseman that can log minutes and play on
special teams? Check.
A proven goal scorer that is known to contribute on the
power play? Check.
Sprinkle in some of the signings that the team did make as
well and it's safe to say that Carolina has the league on
notice once again.
Burns Wastes No Time
A mere 90 minutes after the trade was announced Burns
was on Zoom with North Carolina media for the first time.
Ignore the fact that he had an RV that had just carried his
family from Ontario to Texas to unpack.
Five days later he was in Raleigh for the first time, clamoring
to get to work with his new organization. The man is on a
mission. Rod Brind'Amour has taken notice.
"I know he's really excited, giving it another shot," the head
coach said of Burns coming to Raleigh to chase a Stanley
Cup with the Canes. "I don't want to say a last shot, but we
know he can't play forever. So I think he's excited that we're
a good fit for him as well."

on Thursday. Morrow stood out so much that Waddell was
asked about him during his press availability following the
Burns trade, sharing that he anticipates the 2021 second
round draft pick will turn pro following the 2022-23 season.
Beyond Morrow, the camp also featured the exciting stories
of Raleigh-native Devin Phillips and Jeremiah Slavin,
younger brother of Canes defender Jaccob Slavin.
Theme Nights Announced
The 2022-23 regular season schedule is officially out and so
is the first batch of promotional nights for Canes home
games.
Individual game tickets for the upcoming year will go on sale
Wednesday, August 10.
Canes On Jeopardy? Canes On Jeopardy.
Did you catch the club on America's favorite quiz show?
Thursday night the team was the answer to a question.
Certainly no disrespect was intended to the City of
Greensboro.
Loose Pucks



Burns will wear #8 for the team. Pacioretty will wear
his usual #67.



Among all NHL defensemen that played 60 minutes
of power play time during the 2021-22 regular
season, Dylan Coghlan, acquired from Vegas with
Pacioretty, ranked first with his 16.7 shots per 60.



Speaking of time on ice related statistics, did you
know that Burns had the third highest time on ice
average of all NHL skaters last season? Only Seth
Jones (CHI) and Thomas Chabot (OTT) finished
with more, with all three finishing within four
seconds of each other.



Lane Pederson, coming to Carolina in the Burns
trade from San Jose, has registered 69 points in 75
American Hockey League games over the last three
seasons. He's also only 24 years old.



The team announced Wednesday morning that the
annual Yard Sale will take place on Saturday,
August 6. Season Ticket Members will have access
from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m., general public will follow
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The Return Of Development Camp
For the first time since 2019 the team was able to host
prospects and invitees, allowing both the players to learn
more about the organization and the organization to learn
more about the players.
Defenseman Scott Morrow was a head-turner, scoring the
only two goals during the culminating four-on-four scrimmage
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Morrow aspires to be NHL defenseman, run power play for Hurricanes
Second-round pick in 2021 Draft grateful for hockey
bloodlines, wants to produce at each end
By Kurt Dusterberg
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Scott Morrow grew up with more hockey
guidance than most young players.
His father, Steve, and his uncle, Scott, played together at the
University of New Hampshire. Each also played in the
American Hockey League.
"From an early age, because I have and uncle and a dad
who played pro hockey, they're always on me about treating
my body well and doing the things off the ice to prepare
myself," the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman prospect said.
"A lot of kids go to practice and that's it. But introducing me
to weight training, eating right, stretching, all of that stuff at a
young age, has really left an impression on me."
The practical advice has brought the 19-year-old a long way.
Selected by the Hurricanes in the second round (No. 40) of
the 2021 NHL Draft, Morrow was second in scoring for the
University of Massachusetts as a freshman with 33 points
(13 goals, 20 assists) in 37 games last season. Morrow (6foot-2, 195 pounds) will return to college for 2022-23.
"I just think I need to be more prepared physically, just spend
another year in the weight room before I'm ready to play
against men," Morrow said. "That's something I'm going to
take really seriously. During the college season, just playing
two games a week and having a whole week to prepare and
be in the weight room is something that's a huge positive."

Morrow, a right-hand shot and puck-moving defenseman,
said he aspires to quarterback an NHL power play. His focus
on offense also comes courtesy of his father; Steve Morrow
played two seasons for Hershey (1991-93) and had seven
points (one goal, six assists) in 69 AHL games.
"I think playing defense at a young age and trying to be
offensive really helped me, because as a defenseman,
you're able to see the entire ice," the younger Morrow said.
"That's kind of where you grow your hockey IQ. Having
someone like my dad around, he was a defensive-style
defenseman. That's why he didn't make it (to the NHL), I
think.
"He always encouraged me to have that offensive growth in
my game. I don't know how much of it is learned and natural,
but it's a little of both."
Morrow participated in his first development camp with
Carolina this summer after it did not hold one last year. Peter
Harrold, who played 274 NHL games with the Los Angeles
Kings and New Jersey Devils and works with the Hurricanes
in defensemen development, said he's been impressed with
Morrow thus far.
"I see a very intelligent player," Harrold said. "He makes
passes and reads, especially on offense with the puck, that
are hard to teach. He sees the game at a very high level.
"He's got to keep growing into his body and he's got to get a
little bit better at the physical and the skill stuff, but Scott's
attitude is one of constant improvement. He has that growth
mindset."
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Offseason grades for all 32 NHL teams: Judging free agency, trades, coaching moves, 2022
draft picks
By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski
The NHL offseason has featured impactful trades, surprising
contracts and a few genuinely shocking moments like the
biggest free agent available choosing to sign with the
Columbus Blue Jackets.
Some teams aced the offseason test. Other teams ... didn't.
Here are the report cards for all 32 NHL teams through the
first wave of signings, based on the moves they made, the
moves they wanted to make and their needs entering the
summer.
Note: Kristen Shilton graded teams of the Atlantic and
Central divisions, while Greg Wyshynski appraised the Metro
and Pacific clubs. Thanks to CapFriendly for salary and
contract data. Advanced stats are from Hockey Reference,
Natural Stat Trick and Evolving Hockey. Teams are arrayed
alphabetically within each grade level.
A grades
Ottawa Senators
Key players added: F Alex DeBrincat, C Claude Giroux, G
Cam Talbot
Key players lost: F Connor Brown, G Matt Murray
Remaining cap space: $11,640,119
Coach status: DJ Smith is going into his third season with the
Senators, a term as first-time head coach that has gone well
despite its ups and downs. The former Maple Leafs assistant
is 48-62-17 thus far in Canada's capital, and although he has
yet to guide Ottawa to a playoff berth, this very well could be
the season it finally happens.
Overall grade: A+
A round of applause for general manager Pierre Dorion. He
has done some incredible work.
Let's start with the DeBrincat trade from Chicago. We'd call it
a fleecing by Dorion to take DeBrincat, a dynamic 41-goal
scorer and linchpin in the Blackhawks' offense, for just three
draft picks (including the No. 7 selection in 2022, used by
Chicago to select Kevin Korchinski). DeBrincat has only one
year left on his deal before becoming an RFA, but who
cares? DeBrincat makes the Senators instantly better, and
Dorion didn't sacrifice any sure thing NHL players in return.
An excellent coup.
Then there's Giroux. This player from the Ottawa area was
lured home on a three-year, $19.5 million contract that could
go down as one of the Senators' finest free agent signings
ever. The longtime Flyers captain brings 1,018 games of
experience with him, can plug into a top-six or checking-line
role, will be a help on the power play and will be a critical

voice in Ottawa's dressing room. Whether or not Giroux is
around to see a long playoff run with the Senators, his
presence alone could leave a mark on this group for years to
come.
Before Dorion got that free agent deal done, he was working
the trade board again. That's how Murray ended up in
Toronto, with Ottawa retaining only 25% of his salary in the
swap. Murray's tenure with the Senators was a roller coaster
that included a COVID-19 absence, an upper-body injury and
starting last season 0-5-0. The veteran was waived after that,
assigned to the AHL, then eventually recalled to NHL action.
Murray went 5-12-2 before a season-ending injury removed
him from the crease in March.
By Dorion shedding most of that salary, he was able to trade
for Talbot instead. Talbot had been the incumbent starter for
Minnesota and was 32-12-4 with a .911 save percentage last
regular season. Now he'll play in tandem with Anton
Forsberg, a terrific young talent. Ottawa's goaltending has
been reshaped nicely.
The Senators also took care of their own in a big way when
Josh Norris signed an eight-year, $63.6 million extension.
Norris was the Senators' second-leading goal scorer the past
two seasons, with 52 goals and 90 points. Making
commitments of that magnitude sends a signal about where
Ottawa wants to go -- and who's driving the bus to get there.
A masterful offseason for Dorion, to say the least.
Carolina Hurricanes
Key players added: F Max Pacioretty, D Brent Burns, F
Ondrej Kase, D Dylan Coghlan
Key players lost: D Tony DeAngelo, F Steven Lorentz, F
Vincent Trocheck, C Max Domi, D Ian Cole, Brendan Smith
Remaining cap space: $4,083,083
Coach status: The Hurricanes are the personification of a
Rod Brind'Amour team. They try to win the game at both
ends of the ice with a tireless, grinding brand of hockey.
There are no off nights against them. Brind'Amour, who won
the Jack Adams in 2020-21, is signed through the 2023-24
season, and the Hurricanes have made the playoffs in each
of his four seasons. Even if they fail to break through the
second round again next season, we imagine Rod the Bod
won't be the one taking the fall for it. And if he does, he'll be
out of work for about as long as it takes him to do 10 reps of
curls.
Overall grade: A
The Hurricanes acquired Burns from the San Jose Sharks
with a salary retained cap hit of $5.28 million for the next
three seasons, or $280,000 more than the cap number the
Flyers have on DeAngelo for the next two seasons before he
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hits unrestricted free agency. Burns is an older player,
obviously; but if he's reenergized by playing on a Cup
contender, we'd argue he's a better player, especially as a
power-play quarterback.
Burns cost the Hurricanes Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu
Mäkiniemi and a conditional third-rounder. Pacioretty and
Coghlan cost them ... nothing, as it was the latest in a series
of salary sacrifices by the Vegas Golden Knights. Burns
replaces something they already had. Pacioretty provides
something they desperately needed: a pure finisher who
excels offensively in the playoffs. In the last three seasons
the Golden Knights made the postseason, only Brad
Marchand had a higher goals per 60 minutes average than
Pacioretty among left wings.
Pacioretty is 33. That's around the same age as Ray
Whitney when he showed up in Raleigh and contributed to
the Canes' Stanley Cup win in 2006. That's the kind of
impact they're looking for from the winger.
Kase remains one of the NHL's great "if healthy, then..."
players. At $1.5 million for one year, it's fine.
Three points of concern or intrigue for the Hurricanes. The
first is whether they can tempt Nino Niederreiter back to the
team, as the unrestricted free agent tests the waters. The
second is their third pairing on defense, which will likely
feature Coghlan, maybe Ethan Bear or Jalen Chatfield, after
Cole and Smith departed. The third is perhaps the most
important: With Trocheck gone, the second-line center is
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Fingers crossed.
Detroit Red Wings
Key players added: D Ben Chiarot, C Andrew Copp, G Ville
Husso, F Dominik Kubalik, F David Perron, D Olli Maatta
Key players lost: G Thomas Greiss, G Calvin Pickard, D
Marc Staal
Remaining cap space: $10,296,111
Coach status: The Red Wings moved on from Jeff Blashill in
April, ending his seven-year tenure as head coach. Detroit
has since named former Tampa Bay assistant Derek
Lalonde as Blashill's replacement. Lalonde has never run his
own NHL bench, but as part of Jon Cooper's staff since 2018
he has helped to guide the Lightning to consecutive Stanley
Cup championships. It's a winning pedigree that would give
most general managers confidence in Lalonde -- including
Steve Yzerman.
Overall grade: A
Yzerman has not messed around in free agency. Detroit had
cap space to use, and he has given this group a great
chance to be in the playoff mix this season.
Going after the rights to Husso was a good start. Yzerman
traded for him from St. Louis and then got a three-year
extension done. The Red Wings should have a terrific
tandem now in Husso and sophomore Alex Nedeljkovic.
Getting Perron on a two-year, $9.5 million pact was nice
work by Yzerman, too. Perron hit his highest goal total (27) in
eight years last season and was a force in the postseason
(13 points in 12 games). That's a savvy veteran who, at 34,

is also playing excellent hockey. Perron will be huge for
Detroit on the ice and in the dressing room.
Copp signed a five-year, $28.125 million deal to bolster
Detroit's top six. He was a 20-goal scorer between New York
and Winnipeg last season and drew ample interest ahead of
free agency. Copp is from Detroit and wanted to play at
home; Yzerman was happy to oblige.
The Red Wings' also have a solid middle-six option in
Kubalik, a former 30-goal scorer clocking in on a two-year,
$5 million deal.
To punch up the Red Wings' beleaguered blue line, Yzerman
added free agents Chiarot and Maatta. Detroit needed an
upgrade on D after giving up the second most goals in the
league a year ago (3.78 per game). Offering Chiarot a fouryear term at age 31 might not age well, but in the short term
Chiarot should play his role well.
This has been the type of offseason that sets Detroit up for
long-term success. Yzerman knows Dylan Larkin and Tyler
Bertuzzi are UFAs after this season. Enticing them to stick
around requires a clear plan forward, and that's what he is
unfolding. Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider were already in
the Red Wings' ranks for years to come too. Putting all these
new pieces around them -- plus a fresh voice behind the
bench -- and Yzerman has knocked this offseason out of the
park.
Edmonton Oilers
Key player added: G Jack Campbell
Key players lost: F Zack Kassian, F Josh Archibald
Remaining cap space: $68,667
Coach status: After the Oilers fired Dave Tippett in February,
Jay Woodcroft was elevated from coaching the team's AHL
affiliate to be the interim bench boss. He got the team back
on track and took Edmonton all the way to the Western
Conference finals (including a series win over the rival
Flames). The team rewarded him with a three-year contract
extension that runs through the 2024-25 season.
Overall grade: A
Ken Holland getting an A on an offseason report card in
2022 is not something we anticipated, but here we are.
The chaotic reign of Mike Smith in goal ends with the
addition of Campbell, who signed for five years at $5 million
annually to bring some predictability and stability in goal. The
Oilers added Calvin Pickard on a one-year deal as well,
adding to Campbell and Stuart Skinner for next season.
Overall, an upgrade in goal.
Holland played the Evander Kane situation perfectly. Kane
was headed to market. Holland wagered that the grass
wasn't going to be greener for the forward than it was in
Edmonton. Holland won, signing Kane to a four-year deal
with a $5.13 million annual cap hit. Kane scored 22 goals in
43 regular-season games, and 13 goals in 15 postseason
games, giving Connor McDavid the top-line scoring winger
he craved.
The downside is that Kane has a full no-move clause for the
first three seasons. Another downside, potentially, is that no
one is sure how his contract grievance with the Sharks will
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play out. But the ultimate risk is that this is Evander Kane,
who has been sued for assault, had accusations of matchfixing and domestic violence made against him -- which the
NHL investigated, clearing him on the former and failing to
substantiate the latter -- and had his contract in San Jose
terminated for violation of COVID-19 protocols. From a
hockey perspective, he's a tremendous offensive talent. But
the perspective isn't always focused on hockey when it
comes to Kane's relationship with a team.
Holland won again in bringing back defenseman Brett Kulak
for four years ($2.75 million AAV) and adding depth forward
Mattias Janmark for one year at $1.25 million.
To make some of this happen, Holland let Kassian go to the
Coyotes, flipping first-rounders and attaching lower-round
picks to him. With so many teams hesitant to move picks to
get rid of contracts, the Oilers weren't.
There's still work to be done, as RFAs Kailer Yamamoto and
Ryan McLeod need new contracts while the Oilers still seek
a trade for Jesse Puljujarvi. But for the work Holland
accomplished -- and for the cap management from a general
manager who hasn't always been the most frugal -- it was a
strong offseason for Edmonton.
Pittsburgh Penguins
Key players added: F Ryan Poehling, F Josh Archibald, D
Jeff Petry, D Jan Rutta, D Ty Smith
Key players lost: F Danton Heinen, D Mike Matheson, D
John Marino
Remaining cap space: $2,719,825
Coach status: Only Jon Cooper of the Tampa Bay Lightning
has a longer tenure with his team than Sullivan has with the
Penguins, having been hired by Pittsburgh in December
2015. His current deal runs through the 2023-24 season. At
some point, he'll no longer be the head coach of the
Penguins. But for now, he's one of the NHL's top bench
bosses and the stabilizing factor through the team's
seemingly annual string of injuries.
Overall grade: A
There's no category above for "players retained," but that's
the story of the Penguins this summer. Franchise icons Kris
Letang and Evgeni Malkin were both free agents. It appeared
one or both could leave. Letang was the first one to sign
back on, as the 35-year-old defenseman signed a six-year,
$36.6-million deal. All eyes turned to Malkin. There was a
very public discourse between the center and Penguins
management regarding what he felt he was worth and what
they were allegedly offering. It was declared he was going to
the free agent market. But on the eve of free agency, Malkin
and the Penguins shocked the hockey world with a four-year,
$24.4 million deal to keep him in Pittsburgh.
It's possible neither of these deals will age well. Malkin in
particular could be headed to his "latter-day Joe Thornton"
years, given his skating, defensive and health declines. But
for next season, the Penguins have these two at a combined
$12.2 million in cap space compared to $16.75 million last
season. And they should be viable, important players in
2022-23 if they're healthy. Admittedly, a big if.

Along with those two, the Penguins retained forward Bryan
Rust ($5.125 million AAV), forward Rickard Rakell ($5
million) and goalie Casey DeSmith ($1.8 million). But they
aren't just running it back with last year's squad.
The Penguins made aggressive upgrades to their defensive
corps. They brought in Petry, who had requested a trade
from the Canadiens, and Poehling for Matheson and a
fourth-rounder. Assuming last season was an anomaly, Petry
gives the Penguins a solid second offensive option behind
Letang -- although he is 34 and signed through 2025. They
brought in Rutta from the Lightning, where he won two
Stanley Cups. They had to trade Marino for salary-cap
purposes, but we'd like to see what assistant coach Todd
Reirden will do with Smith, a defenseman who still has some
upside.
The Penguins believe their window to deliver Sidney Crosby
a fourth Stanley Cup remains open. Assuming that it is,
Pittsburgh went beyond keeping the band together to make
its overall lineup stronger. We'll give the Penguins an A for
that effort, at least in the short term.
Columbus Blue Jackets
Key players added: F Johnny Gaudreau, D Erik Gudbranson,
D David Jiricek, D Denton Mateychuk
Key players lost: None
Remaining cap space: $2,341,667
Coach status: Brad Larsen took over for John Tortorella last
season and got the Jackets to play tough, competitive
hockey in a season that saw them flirt with a .500 record.
Columbus was a young team, and it played like it at times
last season: We'll assume the Jackets' .714 winning
percentage when leading after two periods, third lowest in
the NHL, was a product of that inexperience. But Larsen
squeezed enough out of this team despite some significant
absences from his lineup (including Alexandre Texier) to
make his first season an encouraging one. He is signed
through 2023-24.
Overall grade: A"Shocking" doesn't come close to describing Gaudreau's
decision to take his talents to Columbus. He was the rare
franchise player who hit the open market in free agency. The
Blue Jackets are a team that missed the playoffs for two
straight seasons and have advanced past the first round only
once in franchise history. It's like if the star of "The
Bachelorette" decided to give her final rose to the guy
running the craft services table instead of to one of her
tuxedoed suitors.
Gaudreau wasn't the first star player to choose Columbus.
That would be defenseman Zach Werenski, who committed
to the franchise right as it said goodbye to Seth Jones. But
Gaudreau is the most important one to do so, signing his 7year, $68.25 million contract while extolling the virtues of the
market and the franchise. His arrival puts a 115-point MVPlevel winger on the team's top line, giving Columbus its best
offensive player since Artemi Panarin and its first true face of
the franchise since Rick Nash. Gaudreau joins an underrated
offensive team (3.15 goals per game) and elevates it.
Johnny Hockey isn't known for his defense, and neither are
the Blue Jackets, who were fifth worst in the NHL last season

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 21, 2022
in goals against average (3.62). Signing Gudbranson gives
them an element of toughness but arguably makes them
worse defensively. Better goaltending and more maturity
could help tighten the defense, but the personnel has to be
upgraded. Draft picks Jiricek and Mateychuk will help, but
when?
What does Patrik Laine's contract look like in a postGaudreau world? That's another lingering question about this
offseason.
Again, it's hard to shade the Blue Jackets for one of the
biggest free agent coups of all time. That alone should
warrant an outstanding grade. But it's not a signing made in
a vacuum, and there's more work to be done for GM Jarmo
Kekalainen & Co. To wit: Wouldn't you feel better about the
Jackets had they landed defenseman Ryan McDonagh from
the Lightning, a player they were chasing before his trade to
Nashville?
New Jersey Devils
Key players added: G Vitek Vanecek, F Ondrej Palat, D John
Marino, D Brendan Smith, D Simon Nemec
Key players lost: F Pavel Zacha, D Ty Smith, D P.K. Subban
Remaining cap space: $9,597,500
Coach status: Sources told ESPN at the end of last season
that there was a 50-50 chance Lindy Ruff would return as
Devils head coach, despite many believing it was time for a
change. But the veteran bench boss has a good relationship
with star forward Jack Hughes and the Devils feel as if he
hasn't gotten a chance to coach a season without some
catastrophic flaw in their goaltending. He has one more year
on his deal with an option for a fourth. The most interesting
coaching news of the offseason for the Devils was the
addition of former Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette
as an assistant, thankfully taking over power-play duties from
Mark Recchi. One assumes he'd be a top option if Ruff is
turfed.
Overall grade: AThe Devils are tricky to grade because it's hard to ignore The
One That Got Away. GM Tom Fitzgerald confirmed to me
that they were convinced Johnny Gaudreau would be a Devil
during the free agency process. The money was there. The
opportunity was there. The geography, above all, was there.
Gaudreau had personal ties to Fitzgerald. But he chose
Columbus instead, and one gets the feeling that the decision
staggered New Jersey a bit this offseason.
Palat is a very good player and one with the kind of playoff
experience (and Stanley Cup bling) the Devils' roster
needed. The $6 million annually for five seasons felt a little
overcompensatory after Gaudreau fell through, but it was
actually in line with contract projections. If the Devils break
through and become a playoff team again soon, then
obviously this investment looks a lot different -- Palat is one
of the league's better postseason performers in all facets. As
it stands, they have a winger who can play a variety of roles
well and excels as a passer.
Where the offseason recovered nicely for the Devils is on the
back end. Marino has a cost-controlled deal ($4.4 million
AAV through 2027) and gives the team one of the deepest
right sides for any blue line in the NHL with Dougie Hamilton

and Damon Severson. Giving up Ty Smith to the Penguins
was a high cost for Marino, but potentially worth it. Brendan
Smith brings some low-cost versatility. Nemec, a puckmoving marvel who was the second overall pick in the NHL
draft, could help immediately too.
Vanecek wasn't the best option available (-0.63 goals saved
above average over the past two seasons) but also was far
from the worst. After Corey Crawford and Jonathan Bernier,
the bar for veteran offseason goalie acquisitions for the
Devils is set at "play more than 12 games," and he should be
able to clear that. But the trade for Vanecek was more about
a vote of confidence for Mackenzie Blackwood than anything
else, and that's the real gamble.
B grades
Anaheim Ducks
Key players added: F Ryan Strome, F Frank Vatrano
Key players lost: F Dominik Simon, F Zach Aston-Reese, F
Sonny Milano, F Sam Steel
Remaining cap space: $30,773,333
Coach status: Dallas Eakins is in an interesting spot. He has
the eighth-longest tenure of any coach in the NHL, having
been hired in June 2019 to help the influx of young players
that would soon populate the Ducks' roster. Understandably,
Anaheim hasn't made the playoffs during his tenure, but it
ticked up to a .463 points percentage last season and was a
very fun -- if very flawed -- team to watch. That was enough
for new GM Pat Verbeek to pick up Eakins' option for 202223. But let's put the emphasis on "new GM"; Verbeek came
in from outside the organization. It's possible, like most
general managers who didn't hire an incumbent coach, he'll
want "his guy" in there. If the Ducks miss the playoffs again,
that could be sooner rather than later.
Overall grade: B+
Verbeek opened some eyes when he opted not to qualify
Milano (25) and Steel (23), two players who contributed to
the Ducks last season. He didn't see a role for them on
Anaheim's roster that would justify the arbitration reward
they'd receive. It's the kind of unfeeling decision that a team
wants from a new general manager who's there to
essentially audit the roster. We'd also expect nothing less
from the man called "The Little Ball of Hate" when he played.
The Ducks have obvious needs in their lineup, but they're in
that "no man's land," like the Kings were over the past
couple of seasons; they don't want to bring in veterans who
are going to block the growth of younger players. Strome's
signing (five years, $5 million AAV) is one that avoids that
obstacle. Trevor Zegras and Mason McTavish are poised to
be the top two centers on this team. Strome can play in the
middle as they grow, and he can slide to the wing when
they're ready. He also adds a little defensive competence to
a team that can use it.
Vatrano might end up as one of the summer's best sleeper
signings. His $3.65 million annual cap hit for three seasons
gives the Ducks a winger with a 0.91 goals per 60 minutes
average over the past three campaigns. Vatrano got valuable
experience playing on the Rangers' top line last season and
in the playoffs. This was a lineup deficiency that Verbeek
might have solved without breaking the bank.
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This grade is a little incomplete in the sense that the Ducks
are still on the hunt for another forward and specifically for a
defenseman, as the team parted ways with Hampus
Lindholm and Josh Manson at the trade deadline. But for the
work that Verbeek did in adding and subtracting players, it
was a solid debut offseason for him.
Colorado Avalanche
Key player added: G Alexandar Georgiev
Key players lost: F Nicolas Aube-Kubel, F Andre
Burakovsky, F Nazem Kadri
Remaining cap space: $3,910,000

Montreal Canadiens
Key players added: F Kirby Dach, F Evgenii Dadonov, D
Mike Matheson, F Rem Pitlick, F Juraj Slafkovsky, F Mitchell
Stephens
Key players lost: D Alexander Romanov, F Cedric Paquette,
D Jeff Petry, F Tyler Pitlick, F Ryan Poehling
Remaining cap space: $248,337

Coach status: Jared Bednar is going into his seventh season
with Colorado after he took over from Patrick Roy in 2016.
The 50-year-old successfully guided the Avalanche through
seasons of disappointment to finally reach the Stanley Cup
Final this past season, and win the franchise's first
championship since 2001.

Coach status: Montreal did the right thing by removing Martin
St. Louis' interim head coach tag and making the
appointment official with a three-year extension signed in
June. Since St. Louis replaced the fired Dominique
Ducharme in February, the Canadiens have rallied around
the first-time NHL bench boss in a big way, and there's no
reason to think St. Louis won't continue to have a positive
effect on the Canadiens. His own illustrious playing history
allows St. Louis to lead Montreal differently than other
coaches, might and that style has translated nicely to a team
chock full of young talent.

Overall grade: B+

Overall grade: B+

Colorado and Tampa Bay clashed on the ice for Stanley Cup
supremacy. Off the ice, Avalanche president of hockey
operations Joe Sakic has adopted a similar approach to this
offseason as Lightning GM Julien BriseBois: Take care of
your own.

General manager Kent Hughes had one major assignment
this offseason: trade Jeff Petry.

Sakic started with Valeri Nichushkin, the one-time
reclamation project who blossomed so beautifully in
Colorado it earned him an eight-year, $49 million extension.
Nichushkin was a force for the Avalanche in the 2021-22
regular season and playoffs, adding nine goals and 15 points
in 20 postseason tilts. The 27-year-old winger rightly earned
Conn Smythe Trophy buzz for his remarkable play.
After Nichushkin, Sakic handed out big extensions to veteran
defender Josh Manson (four years, $18 million) and versatile
forward Artturi Lehkonen (five years, $22.5 million), while
also securing depth pieces in Andrew Cogliano and Darren
Helm on one-year, $1.25 million contracts. Each player had a
role in Colorado's Cup run, and Sakic's decision to retain
them as opposed to bringing in outside help prioritizes
consistency, and shows Sakic has been paying attention to
how the Lightning were built into a two-time Cup-winning
juggernaut.
Sakic couldn't keep everyone, though. Burakovsky leaving
for Seattle hurts, especially after his excellent postseason.
Kadri didn't immediately sign elsewhere after becoming an
unrestricted free agent, but the chances Colorado could
make the money work on a long-term deal are slim. And
there was the loss of starting goaltender Darcy Kuemper,
who moved on to Washington.
Colorado knew Kuemper wasn't coming back, so Sakic
acquired Georgiev's negotiating rights from New York and
then signed him to a three-year deal. The 26-year-old had a
down season in 2021-22 (15-10-2, .898 SV%) backing up
Igor Shesterkin, and Georgiev was vocally unhappy about
his standing with the Rangers. Sakic believes Georgiev was
stronger previously, and that he will be again for the
Avalanche, in tandem with Pavel Francouz. They'll find out
soon enough if that's true.

Hughes finally checked that off last week by sending Petry
(and his $6.25 million cap hit) off to Pittsburgh in exchange
for Matheson. Montreal retained none of Petry's salary and
added another (cheaper) veteran blueliner in Matheson.
Hughes managed some fine work there.
The Petry trade was key to Montreal's other major offseason
goal: creating cap flexibility. In that respect, the Canadiens
might not be finished.
Hughes was busy working the phones even before free
agency opened. He traded the last four years of Shea
Weber's contract (at $7.8 million per season) to Vegas in
June and got winger Evgenii Dadonov back in the
transaction. Dadonov had 20 goals and 43 points last season
and could slide into the Canadiens' top six. Montreal had
only two skaters hit the 40-point plateau in 2021-22 (Cole
Caufield and Nick Suzuki), so targeting known commodities
to improve the Canadiens offensively was important.
Slafkovsky will do that soon enough in Montreal, too. The
Canadiens drafted their Slovakian winger No. 1 overall this
month, and he's projected to start either in the NHL or with
the American Hockey League's Laval Rocket come fall.
Doesn't matter, really. The Canadiens believe Slafkovsky will
have a long career ahead of him in their ranks. No need to
rush before he's ready.
Also at the draft, Hughes acquired Dach from the Chicago
Blackhawks in a three-team trade that included sending
Romanov to the New York Islanders. Dach was the
Blackhawks' third overall pick in 2019 and has put up
average numbers -- 19 goals and 59 points -- in 152 games.
He's still just 21, though, and the Canadiens could see a
healthy return on their trade investment as Dach continues to
establish himself at the NHL level.
Montreal might not rebound into a playoff team immediately.
Hughes hasn't made any significant free agent signings or
gone after a big target. His decision-making is about the long
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game, though, and in that respect this offseason is going well
for the Canadiens.
San Jose Sharks
Key players added: F Luke Kunin, F Oskar Lindblom, F
Steven Lorentz, F Nico Sturm, D Matt Benning, D Markus
Nutivaara, G Aaron Dell, G Eetu Makiniemi
Key player lost: D Brent Burns
Remaining cap space: $1,331,666
Coach status: The Sharks do not currently have a head
coach after firing Bob Boughner on July 1.
Overall grade: B+
Mike Grier was hired as the Sharks' general manager -- his
first GM job in the NHL -- on July 5. To say he had to hit the
ground running would be an understatement. But he had Joe
Will there with him, who had served as interim general
manager when Doug Wilson stepped away from the team.
Together, they put together a solid offseason with one
massive change for the Sharks.
It would have taken a miracle to get Erik Karlsson or MarcEdouard Vlasic off the Sharks' salary cap. But there was
some potential movement with Burns. Credit Grier with
talking him through the process, and finding a team to which
Burns would waive his trade protection in the Hurricanes.
The return for Burns was underwhelming, but it wasn't going
to be anything but underwhelming. Burns is 37. He makes $8
million per season. He has trade protection and had to
accept a deal to Carolina. Maybe Makiniemi becomes
something one day in goal. But this trade was about getting
out from under all but 33% of an aging veteran's contract,
and kudos to Grier for doing so.
Otherwise, the Sharks made some nice signings for their
back end (Benning and Nutivaara) and some additions up
front who will play hard if not all that effectively.
What are they doing in goal, exactly? They signed Kaapo
Kahkonen to a two-year deal and added old friend Dell to
James Reimer and Adin Hill. Something has to give there.
Reimer has some value in trade but also has a little
protection on that front in his deal.
Washington Capitals
Key players added: F Connor Brown, C Dylan Strome, F
Henrik Borgstrom, D Erik Gustafsson, G Darcy Kuemper, G
Charlie Lindgren
Key players lost: D Justin Schultz, G Ilya Samsonov, G Vitek
Vanecek
Remaining cap space: $0
Coach status: Peter Laviolette is entering the final year of his
contract with the Capitals. GM Brian MacLellan praised his
work last season during a rash of injuries to players such as
Tom Wilson and Anthony Mantha. "He managed a difficult
situation with the amount of injuries we had to our forwards,"
MacLellan said. But if the Capitals don't make a run this
season, it could be Laviolette who takes the fall.
Overall grade: B+
The Capitals were 23rd in team save percentage last season
(.898). Their response? Nuking their goaltending by shipping

Vanecek to New Jersey and not qualifying Samsonov, who
signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs. But it was in service of
signing Kuemper, the Stanley Cup-winning goalie for the
Colorado Avalanche ($5.25 million AAV, five seasons). He's
an established starter who adds instant stability to the
Capitals' crease and is an upgrade on both of the
incumbents. As the Avalanche found out last season, he
won't always win you games but also won't be the reason
you lose them more often than not.
A little more concerning is the signing of Lindgren as a costeffective ($1.1 million, three seasons) backup, but one with
29 games of NHL experience.
Overall, MacLellan did some nice moves to improve the
Capitals' depth. Strome is an all-offense player with a knack
for playmaking. Brown will help their top six and plays a good
puck possession game. Gustafsson is an all-offense option
on defense. They brought back Marcus Johansson, a known
commodity, at forward.
The Capitals were a bit hamstrung by the salary cap, given
that Nicklas Backstrom is working his way back from a hip
procedure. They expect him back this season, which means
they couldn't use the entirety of his $9.2 million salary-cap
hold for free agency.
Like Pittsburgh, Washington is desperately making a last
push with an aged core. Unlike Pittsburgh, Washington could
almost hit the reset button around that core next summer if
things don't work out: The Capitals have just 10 players
under contract for the 2023-24 season.
Buffalo Sabres
Key players added: G Craig Anderson, G Eric Comrie, D Ilya
Lyubushkin
Key players lost: D Colin Miller, D Mark Pysyk
Remaining cap space: $19,604,166
Coach status: Don Granato is entering his second full
season as Buffalo's head coach after taking over from Ralph
Krueger in March 2021. By all accounts, Granato has done a
fine job with the Sabres despite missing the playoffs in backto-back seasons. Granato was optimistic about Buffalo's
future in May, when he stated the Sabres had to "respect the
process" in pursuit of their ultimate goals.
Overall grade: B
Buffalo's main offseason priority was goaltending. General
manager Kevyn Adams addressed that by re-signing
Anderson and Malcolm Subban, and bringing in UFA
Comrie. Add Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen to that mix and
Buffalo's organizational depth in the crease looks solid.
Early projections for next season put Anderson and Comrie
as Buffalo's starting tandem. The 41-year-old Anderson was
an unexpected star for the Sabres late last season, going 115-2 through March and April. Comrie joins the Sabres from
Winnipeg, where he went 10-5-1 with a .920 save
percentage in 2021-22. Had Comrie played a couple more
games for the Jets he'd have been a restricted free agent
instead of a UFA (Group 6) who could sign anywhere. That
he didn't works out well for Buffalo.
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After shoring up the Sabres' goaltending, Adams' key move
has been locking in RFA Victor Olofsson on a two-year deal.
The 27-year-old scored 20 goals and 49 points in 72 games
last season and projects to continue playing a significant role
in Buffalo's top six. Adams also managed the Sabres'
offensive depth with a one-year extension for Vinnie
Hinostroza after he potted 13 goals a year ago.
Targeting Lyubushkin on the open market adds some grit to
Buffalo's backend, and he's a versatile asset for the second
or third pairing.
This offseason has been effective, if nothing fancy, for the
Sabres. The moves just reflect Adams' continued
commitment to a slow-and-steady build on Buffalo's
foundation.

injury sidelined him late in the campaign. Mrazek will aim to
recapture the form he had previously in Carolina, which
could help -- or hurt -- the Blackhawks, depending on your
perspective. Stalock, who spent nearly all of last season in
the minors, tracks as Mrazek's backup.
The signings of Athanasiou, Blackwell and Domi give
Chicago some forward depth and potential trade pieces.
Athanasiou and Domi especially will have a good opportunity
to showcase themselves for prospective playoff teams come
spring. It doesn't seem likely Chicago will be among them.
Tampa Bay Lightning

Chicago Blackhawks

Key players added: D Ian Cole, F Vladislav Namestnikov
Key players lost: D Ryan McDonagh, F Ondrej Palat, D Jan
Rutta
Remaining cap space: $0

Key players added: F Andreas Athanasiou, F Colin
Blackwell, F Max Domi, G Petr Mrazek, G Alex Stalock
Key players lost: F Alex DeBrincat, F Kirby Dach, D Calvin
de Haan, G Collin Delia, F Dominik Kubalik, F Dylan Strome
Remaining cap space: $10,590,704

Coach status: Jon Cooper maintains his mantle as the NHL's
longest-tenured coach. After a third consecutive run to the
Stanley Cup Final (following consecutive Cup
championships), it's hard to imagine Cooper will be out of
work any time soon.

Coach status: Chicago hired Luke Richardson in June as the
franchise's 40th head coach, following his four-year stint as
an assistant in Montreal. Derek King had been the
Blackhawks' interim bench boss since Jeremy Colliton was
fired last October; he remains on Richardson's staff now as
an assistant. While this is Richardson's first official time
running an NHL bench, he did fill in for former Canadiens
head coach Dominique Ducharme for three games during
Montreal's postseason run in 2020-21 while Ducharme was
in COVID-19 protocol.

Overall grade: B

Overall grade: B

BriseBois started by signing Nick Paul to a seven-year, $22
million extension. Paul was a trade deadline acquisition by
the Lightning in March who was a consistent offensive threat
in the regular season (14 points in 21 games) and a timely
contributor throughout their postseason run (nine points in 23
games). The 27-year-old earned his raise.

The assumption here is to view all of Chicago's moves
through the lens of strategic tanking. That's the best way to
make sense of them, and in that sense, they did pretty well
this summer.
Trading DeBrincat to Ottawa for essentially the No. 13 pick in
the 2022 draft was a sure sign the Blackhawks aren't looking
to win now. DeBrincat scored 41 goals a season ago. He's
as electric and productive as forwards come. Instead, the
Blackhawks drafted Kevin Korchinski (with the No. 7 pick that
was part of the trade), Frank Nazar and Sam Rinzel with
their three first-round choices. Chicago is stockpiling for the
future.
It explains trading away Dach to Montreal when Dach was
the third overall pick in 2019; despite hitting some recent
bumps in his NHL path, he is just 21 years old.
General manager Kyle Davidson also didn't issue qualifying
offers to restricted free agents Strome or Kubalik. Their
productivity doesn't fit the Blackhawks' current needs.
Because if all goes well in this coming season's free fall,
Chicago might well win the draft lottery and have a shot at
taking Connor Bedard at No. 1 in 2023.
Davidson was also busy at this year's draft acquiring
Chicago's new starting goaltender Mrazek in a trade with
Toronto. Mrazek was 12-6-0 with an .888 save percentage
playing behind Jack Campbell last season, before a groin

Tampa Bay has gotten its house in order. General manager
Julien BriseBois acknowledged the Lightning's cap crunch.
He wasn't likely to be chasing top free agents.
Instead, BriseBois' focus is retaining Tampa Bay's own
players. After the Lightning's Cup Final loss to Colorado,
BriseBois moved veteran blueliner McDonagh to Nashville in
part to generate some cap flexibility. He had plans to secure
the Lightning's future.

While other teams busily scoured the open market on July
13, BriseBois committed to more of his own. The Lightning
announced on that day eight-year extensions for all three of
Mikhail Sergachev (at $68 million total), Anthony Cirelli ($50
million) and Erik Cernak ($41.6 million). Each had been key
parts of Tampa Bay's recent run of success. The large
investments made to keep them shows what value the
Lightning place on prioritizing consistency.
It could have been easy, after the Cup Final loss, for
BriseBois to justify trades or switching things up. He did the
opposite by doubling down on players who helped Tampa
Bay become these lofty overachievers.
Achieving that required tough decisions elsewhere. Losing
Palat in free agency was the biggest cut. From 2012-13 to
2021-22, Palat was Tampa Bay's fourth-leading scorer (423
points in 628 games), and he was excellent in scoring 27
goals through 71 postseason games as the Lightning made
those three straight trips to the Cup Final.
If BriseBois had kept Palat, this offseason is a home run.
Without Palat, but with the other long-term pieces in place,
it's more like a solid double.
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New York Rangers

Overall grade: B-

Key players added: F Vincent Trocheck, F Ryan Carpenter,
G Jaroslav Halak
Key players lost: F Ryan Strome, F Andrew Copp, F Frank
Vatrano, F Kevin Rooney, D Justin Braun, D Patrik Nemeth,
G Alexandar Georgiev
Remaining cap space: $4,833,531

Burakovsky is a solid complementary player on a good team
that could be asked to do too much during his five-year deal
($5.5 million AAV) with the Kraken. His streakiness has
come to define him.

Coach status: Gerard Gallant finished third in the Jack
Adams voting last season for turning the Rangers into a 110point team in his first season in New York. Granted, Igor
Shesterkin's Vezina-winning season in goal might have
played a small part in that turnaround. But Turk did a solid
job of getting buy-in from his players in a way that David
Quinn couldn't, and the results were the fourth-highest points
percentage for a Rangers team (.671) in franchise history.
For now, he's cemented behind the bench.
Overall grade: BThe Rangers had Strome or Copp as options at center. They
could have theoretically gotten into the Nazem Kadri
business as a free agent. They might have invested in a
reunion with J.T. Miller of the Canucks via trade. Instead,
they targeted and acquired center Trocheck of the Carolina
Hurricanes as the center they wanted to add to their roster
for the next seven seasons, including a full no-move clause
for the first three.
Gallant knew him from their days in Florida, when Trocheck
had his best offensive seasons. Artemi Panarin, who is
expected to skate with Trocheck, can turn almost any center
into an offensive force. To that end, one assumes the two will
create a plethora of chances for the Rangers. But finishing
chances isn't Trocheck's forte, and he's a defensive
downgrade from both Copp and Strome. That's a lengthy
contract for a solid if unspectacular second-line center, even
if that term was essential for the $5.625 million cap hit that
gives the Rangers a little more room for key RFAs now and
next summer. And hey, signing Trocheck might have
weakened the team the Rangers are chasing in the Metro, so
there's that.
Halak and Domingue are a downgrade at the backup goalie
position, but the Rangers had to do something with Georgiev
and traded him to Colorado. Carpenter is a nice addition to
the bottom six.
Seattle Kraken
Key players added: F Andre Burakovsky, F Shane Wright, D
Justin Schultz, G Martin Jones
Key players lost: F Ryan Donato, F Victor Rask, F Riley
Sheahan, F Daniel Sprong, D Haydn Fleury
Remaining cap space: $9,860,834
Coach status: Dave Hakstol was a surprise hire by the
Kraken before their inaugural season, as his name wasn't
even linked to the team in the run-up to the coaching reveal.
The surprises kept coming when the Kraken were a
disappointment in their first season. While Hakstol's team
was undermined by terrible goaltending, it also had trouble
establishing what "Seattle Kraken hockey" was -- outside of
not creating off the rush. Year 2 will be a critical one for
Hakstol, especially in the eyes of the fan base.

Schultz is a very nice addition on the right side of the blue
line (two years, $3 million AAV), while Jones at least brings
some experience and workload as a replacement for Chris
Driedger as the latter recovers from a torn ACL in his right
knee.
But the coup of the offseason, so far, is Wright. The
presumed first overall pick dropped all the way to the Kraken
at No. 4 in the draft. That gives Seattle a one-two punch of
Matty Beniers and Wright to build around. And that's a great
start.
The Kraken still have the cap space and the want to make a
splash in free agency, which obviously could improve this
grade by summer's end.
Toronto Maple Leafs
Key players added: F Nicolas Aube-Kubel, D Jordie Benn, F
Calle Jarnkrok, D Victor Mete, G Matt Murray, G Ilya
Samsonov
Key players lost: F Colin Blackwell, G Jack Campbell, F
Ondrej Kase, D Ilya Lyubushkin, F Ilya Mikheyev, G Petr
Mrazek
Remaining cap space: $0
Coach status: Sheldon Keefe heads into his third full season
behind the Leafs' bench. Keefe was promoted to first-time
NHL head coach in November 2019 to replace the fired Mike
Babcock, and has a 116-50-19 record to date. Toronto gave
Keefe a two-year extension last year that runs through the
2023-24 season. The Leafs have qualified for the playoffs in
each season under Keefe so far, but they have yet to
advance past the first round.
Overall grade: BThe Maple Leafs have been active since squandering
another postseason opportunity. But whether Toronto is
better now than it was falling in the first round to Tampa Bay
remains unknown.
The Leafs entered the offseason without a defined starter in
net. General manager Kyle Dubas answered for that when
instead of extending UFA (and incumbent No. 1) Campbell,
he traded with Ottawa for Murray before free agency began.
Toronto got Ottawa to retain 25% of Murray's cap hit, but it
still took on two years of Murray at $4.687 million each.
Campbell signed with Edmonton for five years at $5 million
each. That's a significant term for the 30-year-old goalie, but
Campbell has played his best hockey over these past two
seasons in Toronto (48-12-8, .916 SV%). Meanwhile, Murray
is 15-25-3 with a .899 save percentage over the same span.
Can Murray -- a two-time Stanley Cup champion with
Pittsburgh -- rebound playing behind a better defense in
Toronto? We'll see.
Dubas did pull off a solid trade shipping Mrazek to Chicago
for a 2022 draft pick swap that amounted to the Leafs
moving back just 13 spots. Ilya Samsonov is coming off a
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solid season with Washington (23-12-5, .896 SV%) and
should be an upgrade for Toronto over Mrazek as Murray's
backup. But no doubt all eyes will be on Murray, and the
inevitable comparisons of his play to Campbell's in
Edmonton are sure to follow.
After Dubas settled on a new goalie tandem, he began
accounting for the team's other free agent losses. Toronto
didn't qualify RFA Kase, and did not re-sign Mikheyev or
Blackwell. Instead Dubas targeted Jarnkrok on a four-year,
$8.4 million contract to be a prospective middle-six option.
Jarnkrok doesn't produce much offensively -- his career high
in points is 35 -- but he'll boost the Leafs' center depth. In
Aube-Kubel, fresh off his Stanley Cup win with Colorado,
Toronto has a bottom-six skater with some scoring upside.
Benn and Mete will create competition for third-pairing jobs
on defense.
Speaking of defensemen, Rasmus Sandin remains an
unsigned RFA. The 22-year-old averaged 16:57 of ice time
per game for Toronto last season while popping in five goals
and 16 points in 51 games. Sandin won't settle for a contract
like the two-year, $2.8 million pact his counterpart Timothy
Liljegren recently signed. Dubas will have to find a different
middle ground with Sandin.
It's all fine. But is it enough? Toronto will find out when we all
do, once the puck drops on a new season.
C grades
Dallas Stars
Key players added: D Colin Miller, F Mason Marchment
Key players lost: F Blake Comeau, D John Klingberg, F
Alexander Radulov
Remaining cap space: $11,460,834
Coach status: Peter DeBoer joins Dallas' bench after the
Stars opted not to re-up with former coach Rick Bowness.
Dallas instead targeted DeBoer, fresh from being fired by
Vegas. This will be DeBoer's fifth NHL head-coaching job
following stops in Florida, New Jersey, San Jose and Vegas.
He led the Devils and Sharks to Stanley Cup Final
appearances during his first season with each club.
Overall grade: C+
There's some unknown here, given that John Klingberg
remains unsigned. The possibility of him returning to the
Stars can't be totally ruled out, although it seems unlikely.
As present, Dallas' best offseason move has been signing
Marchment to a four-year, $18 million deal. The 27-year-old
winger is just entering his prime after a career season,
scoring 18 goals and 47 points in 54 games with Florida. He
plays a hard game with skill to match, and will be a versatile
piece of the Stars' lineup.
Miller is a solid depth addition for the back end, but he
certainly can't replace Klingberg. General manager Jim Nill
will conceivably have to address the Stars' blue line further
before next season begins.
Nill also has work to do signing two key restricted free agents
in Jason Robertson and Jake Oettinger. Robertson clocked
in as the Stars' second-leading scorer last season with 41
goals and 79 points in 74 games, while Oettinger was

brilliant backstopping Dallas in net with a 30-15-1 record and
.914 save percentage. The 23-year-old goaltender emerged
as the Stars' best player late last season in their push for a
playoff berth. In the postseason, Oettinger's spectacular
showing (.954 SV%, 1.81 GAA) gave Dallas every chance to
advance past Calgary into the second round.
The Stars did fall short on that attempt. If Dallas wants
another crack at playoff success, then having Robertson and
Oettinger is imperative. How those deals get over the line will
present a stronger point of evaluation for the Stars' overall
offseason.
Nashville Predators
Key players added: G Kevin Lankinen, D Ryan McDonagh, F
Zach Sanford
Key players lost: F Luke Kunin, G David Rittich
Remaining cap space: $8,486,358
Coach status: John Hynes goes into his third full season with
the Predators. He came on for the fired Peter Laviolette in
January 2020, and has led Nashville to the playoffs in each
season thus far. Hynes boasts a 92-64-10 record with the
club.
Overall grade: C+
Nashville retained Filip Forsberg's services with an eightyear, $68 million extension signed earlier this month.
General manager David Poile worked a long time to get
Forsberg's deal finalized, and that commitment is the
Predators' biggest offseason win.
Since Forsberg became an NHL regular in 2014-15, he has
been Nashville's second-leading scorer behind Roman Josi,
tallying 219 goals and 463 points in 548 games. If Forsberg
had reached unrestricted free agency and signed elsewhere,
the crater his absence left behind would be catastrophic.
Crisis averted.
The Predators turned to the trade market for their other
significant addition, pulling defenseman McDonagh from
Tampa Bay for Philippe Myers and Grant Mismash.
McDonagh comes with a winning history from his role
patrolling the Lightning blue line during two Cup
championships and one Cup Final appearance. He'll provide
some heft to Nashville's back end and be an experienced
voice in the locker room.
Poile was mostly silent once free agency got rolling. He
opted not to re-sign Rittch as Juuse Saros' backup and
targeted Lankinen on a one-year deal for the spot. Lankinen
was most recently with the Blackhawks and should be a solid
option at No. 2 behind Saros.
Is Nashville in a better position now, all things considered,
than three months ago? It has been an average offseason at
best, even with the Forsberg extension coming through.
St. Louis Blues
Key players added: F Noel Acciari, G Thomas Greiss, F Josh
Leivo
Key players lost: F Tyler Bozak, G Ville Husso, F David
Perron
Remaining cap space: $625,000
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Coach status: Craig Berube heads into his fifth season
manning St. Louis' bench. He has been at it since replacing
Mike Yeo in November 2018, and Berube guided the Blues
from there to a Stanley Cup championship that spring. He
has amassed a 156-80-36 record overall in St. Louis.

successful regular-season coaches in recent NHL history.
The Canucks are in good hands as long as he's there.
Bruce, there it is.

Overall grade: C+

Landing Kuzmenko was superb, as the St. Petersburg SKA
winger was the most sought-after European free agent this
offseason. What he ends up being in the NHL is always the
mystery when it comes to KHL imports like him, but at
$950,000 and for one season, why not?

St. Louis gets docked points off the top for not re-signing
Perron. That stings, big time.
Perron was the Blues' top unrestricted free agent, and there
was no deal to be done, so the veteran walked off to sign a
new one in Detroit. That's a tough blow to the Blues. Perron
scored 27 goals and 57 points in 67 games last season, and
added nine goals and 13 points in 12 playoff games. Both
sides expressed interest in the 34-year-old sticking around
but couldn't find a deal to be made.
St. Louis will need someone else to account for Perron's
previous contributions. General manager Doug Armstrong
hasn't signed anyone yet to do the job. Acciari is a
serviceable center who inked a team-friendly one-year, $1.25
million deal. He'll slide onto the Blues' fourth line along with
another depth forward acquisition in Josh Leivo. The Blues
could use more firepower than that.

Overall grade: C

Mikheyev was also a solid signing at four years and $4.75
million annually. Was his jump to 21 goals in 53 games last
season an anomaly or a sign that the 27-year-old is peaking?
Hopefully the latter for the Canucks' sake. Lazar is fine as a
fourth-line depth addition.
But the Canucks' offseason is going to be defined by two
players: Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller.
Vancouver opted to re-sign Boeser, a restricted free agent,
to a three-year contract carrying an average annual value of
$6.65 million. The term seems to be about right for a scorer
looking to regain his touch, a forward who doesn't drive play
on his line.

Armstrong also had to target a new backup netminder for
Jordan Binnington. Having invested $6 million per season in
his starter, Armstrong didn't have the capital to keep
breakout star Ville Husso too. The Blues traded Husso's
negotiating rights to Detroit at the 2022 draft for a third-round
pick, and Armstrong subsequently signed veteran Greiss on
a one-year, $1.25 million pact to be Binnington's No. 2.

Miller, who is one season away from unrestricted free
agency, isn't likely to re-sign with the Canucks. A trade
involving Miller has been anticipated around the league, but
team president Jim Rutherford said the pressure to move
Miller won't be at its apex until the 2023 trade deadline. In
other words, an offseason move might not materialize after
all.

At 36, Greiss won't provide the same support Husso did last
season (25-7-6, .919 SV%). But the Blues will rightly be
counting on Binnington to bounce back from a tough regular
season and channel the excellent play he provided going 40-1 with a .949 save percentage in the postseason.

Arizona Coyotes

Nick Leddy returning on a four-year, $16 million contract
seemed a bit rich for the stay-at-home defender, but he had
a strong playoffs for the Blues and fits their system well.
Armstrong did secure a critical piece of St. Louis' future by
committing Robert Thomas to an eight-year, $65 million
extension that kicks in next season.
For this coming season, St. Louis falls to that category of
team that doesn't seem to be much improved over where it
was. If anything, the losses of Perron and Husso have
arguably made the Blues' worse. Armstrong might not -- and
probably shouldn't -- be done filling in the blanks.

Key players added: F Nick Bjugstad, D Josh Brown, F Zack
Kassian, D Patrik Nemeth, D Troy Stecher
Key players lost: D Jay Beagle, F Alex Galchenyuk, F Phil
Kessel, F Antoine Roussel, G Harri Sateri
Remaining cap space: $23,056,624
Coach status: Andre Tourigny enters his second season
behind Arizona's bench. The 48-year-old accepted his first
NHL head-coaching job with the Coyotes in July 2021,
signing a three-year deal with their rebuilding club. Arizona
went 25-50-7 under Tourigny last season.
Overall grade: C
Arizona has approached this offseason as expected based
on its long-term trajectory.

Key players added: F Andrei Kuzmenko, F Ilya Mikheyev, F
Curtis Lazar
Key player lost: G Jaroslav Halak
Remaining cap space: $0

The Coyotes added contracts other teams were looking to
lose, trading for Kassian (who has two years remaining at
$3.2 million per season) from Edmonton and Nemeth (two
years remaining at $2.5 million each) from New York.
Arizona wants players with term, so Kassian and Nemeth
were appealing in that sense, and both veterans will provide
some depth (and, in Kassian's case, grit).

Coach status: Bruce Boudreau will return for the 2022-23
season, despite both the coach and the team having opt-out
clauses in his contract and despite the Canucks refusing to
give him an extension beyond next season. Boudreau led
Vancouver to a 32-15-10 record in the 57 games he coached
after being hired on Dec. 5, 2021. He's one of the most

The rest of general manager Bill Armstrong's work has
focused on the fringes. Bjugstad signed for one year at
$900,000 and can fill a fourth-line role; right-hand defender
Brown inked a two-year deal worth $1.275 million per
season; and fellow righty blueliner Stecher is in for one year
at $1.25 million.

Vancouver Canucks
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All of those contracts will help Arizona get to the cap floor,
but it's still about $1.5 million away, so there's likely more
action to come. Will any of it move the needle? Arizona
knows the hockey world will be watching -- and assessing its
new digs -- regardless.

Boston Bruins

The Coyotes will start their residency at Arizona State
University's campus rink this fall, while trying to finalize a
more permanent housing plan in Tempe. The ASU venue
can house fewer than 5,000 fans, and Arizona had to invest
millions into making the space workable for an NHL product.
The space itself is still under construction, and the Coyotes
will have to be cognizant of ASU's schedule now, too, so it's
no wonder Arizona plays 20 of its first 24 games next season
on the road.

Coach status: The Bruins unexpectedly parted ways with
Bruce Cassidy in June, ending his tenure behind the bench
after six seasons. Jim Montgomery was announced three
weeks later as Cassidy's replacement. The appointment
marks Montgomery's return to a head-coaching role following
two seasons as an assistant in St. Louis. Montgomery was
Dallas' bench boss from 2018 to mid-2020, when the Stars
fired him for "unprofessional conduct"; the 53-year-old
subsequently sought treatment for alcoholism. Now
Montgomery will have another chance to steer the ship in
Boston.

Then there's the always-rumored Jakob Chychrun trade.
Does that finally materialize? And if so, what will the return
be for the Coyotes on their top-pairing defender? The hockey
universe will be looking out for that, too, as the offseason
barrels along.
Minnesota Wild
Key player added: G Filip Gustavsson
Key players lost: F Nick Bjugstad, D Jordie Benn, F Nicolas
Deslauriers, F Kevin Fiala, G Cam Talbot
Remaining cap space: $4,313,079
Coach status: Dean Evason starts his third full season as
Minnesota's head coach. He began as the Wild's interim
bench boss in 2019-20 before securing that post officially the
following season. Evanson has a 96-42-12 record with
Minnesota.
Overall grade: CIt's true general manager Bill Guerin doesn't have much cap
space. But this has been a notably uneventful offseason for
Minnesota.
The monetary squeeze stems from Guerin's buyout of Ryan
Suter and Zach Parise last year, which has left the Wild with
$15 million in basically dead money on the books. That's
understandably limiting.
To that end, Guerin knew the Wild wouldn't be extending
forward Fiala on a long-term deal. So he traded the restricted
free agent's rights to Los Angeles in June for prospect Brock
Faber and the 19th overall pick in the 2022 draft, used on
Swedish forward Liam Ohgren. Tidy work that should set up
Minnesota in the future.
What Guerin has done for the here and now is re-sign MarcAndre Fleury on a two-year, $7 million contract to be
Minnesota's starter. That decision didn't go over well with
previous No. 1 Talbot, so Guerin flipped Talbot to Ottawa for
Gustavsson. There's your new goalie tandem.
Minnesota's other transactions were underwhelming. Guerin
signed forwards Nic Petan, Steven Fogarty and Brandon
Baddock, along with defensemen Andrej Sustr, to one-year,
two-way contracts. Basically, Guerin hasn't acquired a fulltime NHLer for the Wild lineup next season. Perhaps he still
can.

Key players added: C Pavel Zacha
Key players lost: D Josh Brown, F Erik Haula, F Curtis Lazar
Remaining cap space: $4,758,333

Overall grade: C
It's hard to assign Boston a grade, to be honest. UFA Patrice
Bergeron is reportedly coming back on a one-year deal, but
that hasn't materialized yet. David Krejci is also apparently
eyeing a return to Boston on a one-year deal after spending
last season in Czechia (the Czech Republic). If both of those
contracts come through, then the Bruins' offseason looks
more productive. As of now, Boston has added only Zacha,
an unsigned RFA headed for salary arbitration. The Bruins
need more time for this free agency dust to settle.
What Boston does know is that Brad Marchand (hips),
Charlie McAvoy (shoulder) and Matt Grzelcyk (shoulder)
have each had extensive offseason surgeries with recoveries
that will leak into the start of next year. Boston has to
somehow account for those absences. Bergeron and Krejci
would do the trick up front. Assessing the Bruins' defensive
depth -- and potentially adding to it -- should be on general
manager Don Sweeney's summer to-do list. Boston can't
afford to enter training camp with the possibility of falling
behind early in the Atlantic Division as those key pieces sit
on the sidelines.
New York Islanders
Key players added: D Alexander Romanov
Key players lost: D Zdeno Chara, D Andy Greene
Remaining cap space: $11,185,037
Coach status: Lane Lambert was just hired by the Islanders
to replace Barry Trotz, under whom he served as an
assistant coach for more than a decade. One assumes
Lambert is safe and sound for a good while. But this is Lou
Lamoriello we're talking about here, who once fired a novice
head coach 33 games into his first season.
Overall grade: CThe Islanders were unable to create the necessary cap
space to make a serious run at Johnny Gaudreau, despite
being mentioned as one of the free agent winger's most
fervent suitors. It would have required giving away a good
player to get an even better one, and that apparently wasn't
in the cards for Lamoriello. (That's assuming Gaudreau
would have agreed to be an Islander, which we don't know.)
It goes without saying that the 23rd-best offensive team in
the NHL last season could have used a 115-point winger. As
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Mathew Barzal could have, too. As the UBS Arena could
have, too.
As of this report card, the Islanders are the only team in the
NHL yet to sign a free agent. Seriously, when one toggles to
the Islanders on the TSN signing tracker, it spits out a
message that reads: "The content you are looking for is
unavailable at this time, please check soon for updates."
That's bleak.
But the Islanders did make a trade, and it was potentially a
good one: dealing the No. 13 overall pick (used on Frank
Nazar) to the Canadiens for restricted free agent
defenseman Romanov. He's 22 years old, plays tough and
has an offensive upside that has yet to be tapped. Not a bad
addition and more immediate help than what would have
been available at No. 13.

Comrie would have been an RFA rather than a UFA, but
Lowry didn't play him enough last season to keep Comrie's
rights with the Jets. The 27-year-old did perform well when
called upon (10-5-1, .920 SV%). Rittich went 6-3-4 with an
.886 save percentage behind Juuse Saros last season in
Nashville.
The Jets made some other minor league signings that don't
track toward having an impact. What will define this
offseason for Winnipeg, though, has yet to be written. Where
will the Jets land on Dubois and Wheeler for the future? And
what ripple effects do those decisions have on Winnipeg's
future?
More questions. No answers.
D grades

The Islanders were one of the NHL's biggest
disappointments last season. They haven't done anything to
really reshape the team yet. But it's Lou we're talking about
here. You never know when inspiration will strike.

Calgary Flames

Winnipeg Jets

Coach status: Darryl Sutter won the Jack Adams Award last
season for turning the Flames into one of the best offensive
and defensive teams in the NHL, amassing 111 points in the
standings and winning the Pacific Division. But he's signed
only through this upcoming season. Sutter probably has this
job as long as he wants this job. But if the Flames' top two
players are suddenly playing elsewhere by the end of next
season, does a return to the farm look a little more appealing
to Sutter?

Key player added: G David Rittich
Key players lost: G Eric Comrie, F Paul Stastny
Remaining cap space: $14,446,310
Coach status: Rick Bowness was hired July 3 to take over as
Winnipeg's head coach. Dave Lowry held the position on an
interim basis since Paul Maurice resigned in December.
Bowness was previously running Dallas' bench, but the Stars
decided not to renew his contract after last season. The
veteran coach has history with the Jets from when he was an
assistant from 1984-85 to 1987-88 and briefly took over as
head coach to finish out the 1988-89 season. Bowness made
stops from there with Boston, Ottawa, the Islanders, Phoenix
and Dallas. He has a 212-351-48 head-coaching record.
Overall grade: CWinnipeg hasn't done much of note this offseason, via trades
or in free agency.
Granted, the team's focus is probably still on its internal
questions. Should they try to move captain Blake Wheeler
before the season starts? Is there a deal out there for
Wheeler that would make Winnipeg more competitive? Is it
worth entertaining?
And what of RFA Pierre-Luc Dubois? Winnipeg gave Dubois
a qualifying offer. But the forward didn't opt to exercise his
arbitration rights. That leaves Dubois the option of accepting
another team's offer sheet; moreover, Dubois has already
indicated an interest in exploring the free-agent market next
summer. Can the Jets risk Dubois leaving as a free agent for
no return after this season? Would that be harder to swallow
than possibly trading Dubois now and making Winnipeg
worse in the short term?
It's a lot to process. So perhaps general manager Kevin
Cheveldayoff's inaction elsewhere isn't so surprising. But it's
not making the Jets better, either.
Winnipeg's only real signing has been veteran goalie Rittich.
He'll replace Comrie as Connor Hellebuyck's backup
following the latter's departure to Buffalo as a free agent.

Key player added: F Kevin Rooney
Key player lost: F Johnny Gaudreau
Remaining cap space: $18,450,000

Overall grade: D+
This isn't on Brad Treliving. The Flames' general manager
did all he could to keep Gaudreau in Calgary, tabling a rich
eight-year offer and staying with the negotiations until
Gaudreau finally informed the Flames he was leaving for free
agency. It's not on Treliving that Gaudreau made a decision
for his family. It's not on Treliving that Gaudreau waited as
long as he did to give the brush-off, despite the Calgary
media asking why the Flames didn't just trade a 115-point
player they believed they could still sign. The situation stinks,
and we all know why it happened. But it happened, and the
Flames lost their best offensive player without compensation.
Hence the grade.
It could get worse. The Flames elected for arbitration with
Matthew Tkachuk to protect against an offer sheet but also to
create some leverage in trying to secure the restricted free
agent's services beyond this season. But Tkachuk informed
the Flames that he will not be signing a long-term deal with
them, setting wheels in motion for him to depart as well.
In other moves, the Flames brought back Nikita Zadorov on
a two-year deal worth $3.75 million annually against the cap
and forward Trevor Lewis on a one-year, $800,000 contract.
They added Rangers depth forward Kevin Rooney on a twoyear deal ($1.3 million AAV). But all eyes are on what comes
next after Gaudreau, with Tkachuk in limbo and the Flames'
window as a contender potentially shattered.
Florida Panthers
Key players added: F Nick Cousins, D Marc Staal, F Colin
White
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Key players lost: D Ben Chiarot, F Claude Giroux, F Mason
Marchment
Remaining cap space: $0
Coach status: Andrew Brunette did well taking over from Joel
Quenneville early last season. Had the Panthers not flamed
out -- and had an atrocious power play -- in the postseason,
Brunette might still be around.
As it is, Florida opted to sign Paul Maurice as its new head
coach, leaving Brunette to join New Jersey's ranks as an
assistant. Maurice has been out of the game since quitting
the Winnipeg Jets last December. He comes to Florida
boasting the fourth-most NHL games coached and the
seventh-most wins. General manager Bill Zito said it was
"overwhelming" how right a fit Maurice was for the post.
Maurice said after what happened in Winnipeg, he was only
going somewhere he "could make a difference." Sounds like
a match made in heaven.

the team was dedicating over $10 million annually to
Rasmus Ristolainen and DeAngelo or $7 million to James
van Riemsdyk next season. Fletcher made financial
overcommitments to specious players and then couldn't get
the necessary freight cleared to sign Gaudreau. It's an
embarrassment on several levels, none the least being that
Johnny Hockey signed with a division rival for the next seven
seasons.

Overall grade: D

Yet I don't think this is an F grade because I do think that
DeAngelo at two years and $5 million annually will help the
Flyers. Not in their pursuit of Gaudreau and not in the court
of public opinion, which found everyone from Fletcher to
Kevin Hayes having to rationalize adding one of the most
divisive players in the NHL to their dressing room. But the
Flyers can't score (2.56 goals per game, 31st in the NHL)
and their power play stinks (12.6%, 32nd in the NHL), and
DeAngelo can help with both things. If his homecoming to
Philly is a disaster, then it's two years with no trade
protection. They can get out of it.

It's not Zito's fault the Panthers have almost no cap space.
Doesn't change the fact Florida is worse off now than it was
at season's end.

Otherwise, the Flyers added Braun back to a defense that
was bad with him last season and added Deslauriers to bring
toughness to a team that already had a good amount of it.

The Panthers had a historic regular season in 2021-22,
winning the franchise's first Presidents' Trophy title and
leading the NHL in offense (with an average 4.11 goals per
game). Florida went big at the trade deadline to reach
another level in the playoffs. Zito reeled in Giroux and
Chiarot so Florida could usurp Tampa Bay as the Stanley
Cup champs. Instead, the Lightning sent Florida packing in a
second-round sweep.

Management vowed there would be an "aggressive retool."
This was neither aggressive nor indicative of a retool.
Vegas Golden Knights
Key players added: None
Key players lost: F Max Pacioretty, D Dylan Coghlan
Remaining cap space: $0

The short-term plan simply didn't work, and as Aleksander
Barkov's $10 million-per-year extension kicked in this month,
Zito has no wiggle room to improve Florida long term (or
short term) beyond a few fringe signings. Those can't nearly
replace the players Florida has lost. To borrow some sports
lingo, it is what it is.

Coach status: The Golden Knights fired head coach Pete
DeBoer after missing the playoffs for the first time in
franchise history. They hired former Bruins bench boss
Bruce Cassidy as the third head coach in franchise history.
He takes over a veteran team whose bar is set at "winning
the Stanley Cup," like it has been set since the first season in
franchise history, aka 2017-18.

Philadelphia Flyers

Overall grade: D-

Key players added: F Nicolas Deslauriers, D Tony DeAngelo,
D Justin Braun
Key players lost: G Martin Jones
Remaining cap space: $0

Vegas has many traditions. Great pregame fanfare, flashy
gold uniforms and sacrificing veteran impact players for little
to no return.

Coach status: It's entirely possible that in short order John
Tortorella will be working for a general manager who didn't
hire him, given the heat GM Chuck Fletcher is taking. Torts is
signed through 2026. The Flyers are his team.
Overall grade: DIt's one thing to miss out on the biggest free agent of the
summer. It's another thing when that free agent (A) wants to
sign with your team but (B) can't do so because of the fiscal
malpractice performed by a general manager in prior
seasons and the inability of that general manager to remedy
those mistakes in time to make an offer.
I have zero doubt Johnny Gaudreau wanted to become a
Philadelphia Flyer. But that became an impossibility when

The Golden Knights gave away Pacioretty, their secondleading scorer in points per 60 minutes (2.49) over the past
three seasons, and a serviceable defenseman in Coghlan in
exchange for "future considerations," aka nothing. As they
did Marc-Andre Fleury and Evgenii Dadonov and Paul
Stastny. Good asset management, this is not.
Please recall they traded first-, second- and third-round picks
for Tomas Tatar; traded him, a second-rounder and Nick
Suzuki (!) in a package for Pacioretty; and then just traded
Pacioretty to Carolina for nothing.
Well, not entirely for nothing. Clearing out that salary-cap
space was essential for re-signing forward Reilly Smith
(three years, $5 million AAV) and eventually their restricted
free agents. But what a price to pay in order to do so.
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About Last Season: Antti Raanta
A look back at how the season went for Raanta, who was
playing in his first season with the Canes.
By AlexOhari
Antti Raanta: 2021-22 By the Numbers



Age: 33



NHL seasons: 9



Stats: 15-5-4, 2.45 GAA, .912 save percentage



Playoff Stats: 6-5-0, 2.26 GAA, .922 save
percentage



Contract status: Signed through 2022-23 at a $2M
AAV

After a total overhaul of the crease last offseason — which
sent Canes fans into a frenzy after the 2020-21 performance
of both Petr Mrazek and Alex Nedeljkovic — there was a lot
of initial skepticism with the team’s additions of both Frederik
Andersen and Antti Raanta — both of whom had proven to
be talented goaltenders in the past but came to Raleigh
surrounded with question marks.
For Raanta, the biggest knock on him was his ability to stay
healthy, which ultimately limited the heights he was able to
reach in Arizona. Nobody questioned his talent level, but
he’d only been able to start 40+ games just one season in
his career and, at age 33, the durability concerns have
limited him to being mostly a career backup.
When the Canes signed him to a very reasonable 2-year
deal ($2M AAV) last summer, I was initially very inspired by
the move. As I eluded to, the question has never been his
effectiveness — when in goal, he’s been very consistent
throughout his career, as illustrated by his career .919 save
percentage despite playing a majority of his career on bad
teams (see: the dumpster fire that is the Arizona Coyotes).
I figured that’d he’d be the ideal “1B” goaltender that any
contending franchise would be looking for. Because of his
skill level, he has the ability to start for long stretches of
games if needed and keep a team competitive. We saw that

when Andersen sustained an injury late in the season that
kept him from being available in the playoffs, and Raanta
was there to step into the starting role.
Throughout the regular season, Raanta was able to stay
healthy for the majority of it but wasn’t really called upon too
often due to the All-Star level season that Andersen put
together in front of him. Raanta appeared in 25 games, and
proved himself as an extremely reliable option for the Canes
with just 5 regulation losses and a solid .912 save
percentage. As far as backups go, he’s established himself
as a top-tier option in that regard and gave the team a
tandem that they were largely able to rely upon.
In the playoffs, he stepped up in Andersen’s place and really
showed himself to be a top goaltender. He held a .922 save
percentage throughout the playoffs and was really able to
steal some games for the group, specifically in the Boston
series. He was virtually unbeatable on home-ice in Raleigh,
and although he wasn’t quite as effective on the road, it’s
hard to put too much of the blame on him considering the
lackadaisical performances the team in front of him put
together in most of those games.
As a whole, Raanta did his job admirably and stepped up to
the plate when the Canes called on him, which is really all
you can ask from your backup. I’d argue that he probably
exceeded expectations, and has been the best secondary
option that the team has had in years.
Moving into next season — which is the last year on
Raanta’s contract — I think the team would be wise to keep
him around, despite him being a pretty valuable trade chip
should the team elect to go that route. Of course, Canes fans
got a glimpse of future starter Pyotr Kochetkov throughout
the season and fell in love with him, but “Koochie” is eligible
to play in the AHL and the team would be wise to hold onto 3
capable goaltenders — especially considering the troubles
that Andersen and Raanta have have staying healthy.
All in all, Rants has a fantastic season and history suggests
that whenever he’s on the ice, he’s an effective tendy that
can help any team in this league.
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-weekly-monster-deals-development-camp-theme-nights-and-more/c-335034220
https://www.nhl.com/news/scott-morrow-aspires-to-be-nhl-defenseman-run-power-play-for-carolina-hurricanes/c-335044560
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/34268658/offseason-grades-all-32-nhl-teams-judging-free-agency-trades-coaching-moves-2022draft-picks
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/20/23270997/about-last-season-antti-raanta
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Hockey Canada timeline: Investigation into sexual assault allegations
reopened, players deny involvement

Julian McKenzie

One of the world’s most prominent hockey governing bodies is being
rocked by controversy.
Hockey Canada has been under intense scrutiny since May when
allegations of sexual assault were made public in a lawsuit that the
organization settled. In the complaint, filed in April in Ontario Superior
Court, a young woman alleged that she was assaulted by eight players in
a London, Ont., hotel room following a Hockey Canada Foundation event
in June 2018. Members of Canada’s gold medal-winning world junior
team were among those accused of assault in the lawsuit.
Since the initial report, the National Hockey League has said it would
investigate the lawsuit. The Canadian federal government has called on
members of Hockey Canada to testify on the lawsuit before calling for an
investigation to be done through a third party, while members of
Parliament and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau have condemned the
hockey federation. Prominent sponsors have also withdrawn their
support of Hockey Canada.
Hockey Canada released an open letter last week saying it would reopen
its investigation into the alleged assault, and the alleged victim has
acknowledged that she will participate.
Some players who were part of the junior team have also released
statements, or told the media directly, that they weren’t involved.
On July 26 and 27, the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is
scheduled to discuss Hockey Canada’s role in dealing with the alleged
sexual assault.
Here is a timeline of events that have been reported so far:
July 20: National Equity Fund will no longer be used to settle sexual
assault claims, Colton Point releases statement
Hockey Canada announces this in a statement released to the press.
Hockey Canada says it will be ‘exclusively dedicated towards safety,
wellness and equity initiatives, as well as insurance across our
organization…’.

Goaltender Colton Point releases a statement saying he was “not in any
way involved in the alleged incident” and says he first became aware of
the allegations in 2019.
July 19: More members of the 2018 World Junior team release
statements, Canadian MP slams Hockey Canada
MP Chris Bittle addresses a report from the Globe and Mail that revealed
Hockey Canada used a fund consisting of youth players’ registration fees
to pay out sexual assault cases, calling it “absolutely shocking” and
“troubling.” Hockey Canada also releases a statement saying that it is
conducting a full governance review, which would include the
administration of the National Equity Fund. Hockey Canada
acknowledges the fund is used to cover claims that aren’t covered by
insurance premiums including “harassment” and “sexual misconduct.”
Jordan Kyrou, Taylor Raddysh, Robert Thomas and Sam Steel release
statements denying any involvement in the 2018 incident. Kyrou says he
wasn’t at the gala in London, while Raddysh and Thomas both say they
were not involved. Steel’s statement is released through his agent, Gerry
Johansson. All four players say that they will cooperate with any future
investigations.
Scott Fenton, a criminal defence lawyer tells Global News that none of
Wasserman Hockey’s six players — including Kyrou, Point and Raddysh,
but also Jake Bean, Kale Clague, Carter Hart — who were on that 2018
team “engaged in wrongdoing.” They also cooperated with the London
Police Service during their investigation in 2018, and were then “cleared
of any wrongdoing.”
David Cowan of O2K Sports Management also told Global News that his
client, Dillon Dube, did not ‘engage in any wrongdoing’ while also
cooperating with London Police during their investigation.
July 18: Conor Timmins denies any involvement in the alleged assault
Arizona Coyotes defenceman Conor Timmins releases a statement
through the Quartexx Management agency denying any involvement with
the incident and says he has “no personal knowledge of what occurred.”
July 14: Alleged victim says she’ll participate in new Hockey Canada
investigation and an open letter
The lawyer of the alleged victim of the 2018 sexual assault confirms via
e-mail that her client will participate in the reopened Hockey Canada
investigation on the 2018 incident. Earlier in the day, Hockey Canada
confirms it is reopening its investigation through an open letter, saying
what happened in June 2018 in London was “completely unacceptable.”
June 30: Victor Mete denies involvement, Canadian restaurants suspend
partnerships
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Defenceman Victor Mete releases a statement saying he wasn’t present
at the gala in 2018 but was in Jamaica with his family and only “learned
of the situation recently through media reports.” Canadian restaurant
chains Swiss Chalet and The Keg also announce they are suspending
their partnerships with Hockey Canada.
June 29: Telus, Tim Hortons and BDO Canada suspend and pause
partnerships with Hockey Canada
A number of Hockey Canada sponsors announce that they are either
suspending partnerships with Hockey Canada entirely, or at least
withholding support of the men’s World Junior Championship in August.
Companies like Tim Hortons and BDO call for Hockey Canada to make
the sport and its culture safer on and off the ice.

Harshaw provides a statement to Sheng Peng of San Jose Hockey Now
adding that his client has no comment on ‘legal proceedings and the
settlement involving other parties’.
May 26: The NHL says it will conduct an investigation into the Hockey
Canada/CHL lawsuit
The NHL releases a statement two days after it was notified of the
lawsuit against Hockey Canada and the Canadian Hockey League. The
league says it will “endeavor to determine the underlying facts” and, if it
involves players who are currently in the NHL, “will determine what
action, if any, would be appropriate.”
May 26: Hockey Canada and Canadian Hockey League settle sexual
assault lawsuit

Hockey equipment company Bauer reveals in a statement that it is
following the situation to determine the next steps in its Hockey Canada
partnership.

TSN’s Rick Westhead first reports details of the lawsuit and that Hockey
Canada settled with the alleged victim.

June 28: Canadian Tire and Scotiabank both withdraw and suspend
support of Hockey Canada

April 20: Alleged victim files lawsuit against Hockey Canada and
Canadian Hockey League

Canadian Tire tells The Athletic that it would “immediately withdraw its
sponsorship support” for the World Juniors and would also “re-evaluate”
its relationship with Hockey Canada. Meanwhile, Scotiabank announces
its pause of support via a statement. The bank also announces it will
redirect funds to the Hockey Canada Assist Fund and the Women’s
World Championship.

In the lawsuit, the alleged victim refers to the players accused as John
Does 1-8. The claim also says the players involved were “members of
the CHL and Hockey Canada, including but not limited to members of
Canada’s U20 men’s junior hockey team.”

Scotiabank pauses sponsorship of Hockey Canada following recent
reports of alleged assault involving younger ambassadors to Canada's
game.

The Athletic LOADED: 07.21.2022
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We’re committed to ensuring hockey is safe, inclusive and accessible for
all. Read our CEO’s open letter in the Globe & Mail.
pic.twitter.com/LEICJ6AH6i

NHL coaching carousel: A closer look at how NHL teams hired new head
coaches this offseason

— Scotiabank (@scotiabank) June 28, 2022

Shayna Goldman

June 23: Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage schedules hearings
for July 26-27
The committee invites Canadian Minister of Sport Pascale St-Onge,
Hockey Canada and the third-party investigator into the sexual assault
case to stand before them. St-Onge also told TSN that government funds
for Hockey Canada would be frozen until the governing body agrees to
work with a third-party group that would investigate abuse complaints.
June 21: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau blasts Hockey Canada
Trudeau calls Hockey Canada’s handling of the sexual assault
allegations “unacceptable” while speaking in Parliament.
June 20: Hockey Canada officials testify in front of Standing Committee
on Canadian Heritage
Hockey Canada president Scott Smith and CEO Tom Renney are asked
about the organization’s standards and review process in light of the
sexual assault lawsuit. It is revealed that Hockey Canada doesn’t know
the identities of the eight men involved in the alleged assault and that
players from the junior team weren’t required to participate in Hockey
Canada’s investigation.
June 14: Cale Makar denies any involvement with 2018 incident
One day before the start of the 2022 Stanley Cup Final between the
Colorado Avalanche and the Tampa Bay Lightning, Avalanche
defenceman Cale Makar discusses the lawsuit with the media. Makar
says he wasn’t ‘part of that’ and cooperated with Hockey Canada’s initial
investigation. He also says he’ll cooperate with the NHL in its
investigation.
May 30: Agents for Dante Fabbro and Cal Foote say they weren’t
involved
J.P Barry tells Ken Campbell of Hockey Unfiltered that Fabbro was ‘in
bed sleeping’ and not part of the alleged assault. Kurt Overhardt, Foote’s
agent, also tells Campbell that his client was not involved.
May 27: Jonah Gadjovich’s agent Jason Harshaw says he was not
involved

The coaching carousel keeps on spinning as teams around the league
make changes behind the bench. This offseason has been particularly
busy with nine head coach hirings, and one vacancy left in San Jose.
Sometimes it seems like there’s an infinite number of names for these
slots that keep rotating around the league. That holds true this year with
six coaches getting hired after previously coaching at this level. But there
are also some coaches getting a look who have yet to hold this position;
three hires so far fit the bill.
Experience, or even a lack thereof, isn’t always everything — although
some teams hire based on that. Actual fit should be of the utmost
importance. So, how does this offseason’s batch of head coaching hires
fit with their new squads? Which hires are inspired and which are just
tired? Let’s take a closer look.
Three hires have been named an NHL head coach for at least the fifth
time in their career — Rick Bowness, Pete DeBoer, Paul Maurice, and
John Tortorella. The only other current coach to hold this role for at least
five stints is Darryl Sutter in Calgary.
Bowness is the most experienced of the bunch, having coached at
varying levels and positions since the mid-80s. The Jets crave some
defensive structure, which is why Barry Trotz could have been a strong fit
in Winnipeg before he decided to pause his coaching career. Instead,
they’ve hired a veteran who has worked behind the bench as an
assistant who focused on defense, and most recently with the Stars who
had structure back in their own zone. In theory, that’s a match. In reality,
there are questions about whether he can bring a modern approach that
he hasn’t shown yet and whether he can find a balance between the Jets’
offense and his systems.
DeBoer, Bowness’ replacement in Dallas, hasn’t gone very long between
coaching jobs despite not having a Stanley Cup ring to his name as a
head coach. When the Sharks fired him, he quickly moved on to the
Golden Knights. Now after losing his job in Vegas, Dallas scooped him
right up. It’s a bit odd what a hot commodity he’s been as a coach
considering his results. The fit in Dallas isn’t perfect either; the team need
help offensively which isn’t exactly something this coach always brings
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out of his teams. It helps that management addressed the team’s needs
with the signing of Mason Marchment, but they’re going to need tactical
help as well. Will DeBoer make the necessary adjustments? That
remains to be seen, but if this coach can’t put it all together it’ll be
interesting to see if the trend continues of teams quickly hiring him postfiring, or if he’ll actually have a layoff between jobs that’ll give him time to
reassess his style.
That’s something that John Tortorella did after a disastrous tenure in
Vancouver, and it made him a better coach in Columbus. And he’s
coming off another year off ahead of starting with the Flyers. As steadfast
in his ways as he may be when it comes to pushing players to give their
best effort in every single play and to keep some level of defensive
awareness, Tortorella’s surprisingly the prime example that an old dog
can learn new tricks. The coach showed that with the Blue Jackets with a
new-look approach on offense after studying scoring chances, how he
embraced the idea of rovers on defense, and turned to the team’s
analytics department for strategy assistance. Is that enough to turn the
Flyers around, though? He’s coming in with a pretty tough task
considering where Philadelphia currently is (basically in shambles after
last season), and coaching is only one piece of the puzzle for a squad
that needs a boost across the board, especially when it comes to
personnel.
Another coach who had some time off between head coaching gigs was
Maurice. The Panthers’ new coach was the most surprising hire of this
bunch; just the fact that his hat was back in the ring after stepping away
from the Jets mid-season was a bit of a shock. Florida opted against
committing to Andrew Brunette, who had to (at minimum) keep the
wheels from coming off when Joel Quenneville resigned. While the team
had regular season success, the Panthers didn’t play to their strengths in
the postseason.
The execution was obviously a problem, but the coaching staff didn’t
appear to make adjustments to get them where they needed to be,
either. Is Maurice the answer to that? If he used the time off to tweak his
approach on the ice, it’s possible — but if he brings more of the same
from Winnipeg, even though this Panthers team is a lot more skilled than
the group he departed, it may not be enough.
These aren’t the only new hires who have experience as an NHL head
coach. The other two, however, aren’t really boxed into the same
‘retread’ category because this is only their second stint in this position.
Sometimes, a coach legitimately can learn from their first experience and
build on it — Mike Sullivan represents that in Pittsburgh, which is his
second stint in this position.
That could be true for Bruce Cassidy who was let go by the Bruins earlier
this summer. This will be his third experience behind the bench as a
head coach, but second in recent history. While there are arguments for
and against his firing in Boston, there’s also reasoning for his hiring in
Vegas. Injuries held the Golden Knights back this season, and some
lackluster asset management has burned them as well. But there were
offensive flaws, despite the talent on their roster, especially on the power
play which this hiring should address. In that respect, he doesn’t
necessarily need a fresh approach, but the areas that led to his dismissal
in Boston do otherwise he could be out sooner than later on a team that’s
quick to make major changes regardless of the ripple effect they make.
Cassidy’s replacement in Boston, Jim Montgomery, wasn’t fired for his
on-ice conduct so his situation is a bit different. And what the Bruins need
depends on how their roster shakes out. If Patrice Bergeron is back and
David Krejci returns, contending is the goal and the coach is tasked with
leading them down that path. If neither center is back, considering some
of Boston’s injuries to open the season, it’s another conversation. Maybe
that’s when Montgomery’s player development skills from the NCAA level
will be put to the test, with the added challenge stemming from the quality
level of the team’s prospect pipeline.
Montgomery, who most recently was an assistant in St. Louis, is one of
four coaches were are taking off as head coach after their last job as an
assistant (or associate) coach at the NHL level. Luke Richardson, Derek
Lalonde, and Montgomery bring the number of coaches who were most
recently assistants prior to taking their current head coaching gig up to
seven. Lane Lambert kicks the associate coach category up to two. Any
of these could aspire to be like Rod Brind’Amour, the fourth longesttenured coach in the league, who was an assistant with the Hurricanes
ahead of his promotion — but each coach’s true goal should be reaching

the three longest-tenured coaches in the league, all with Stanley Cup
rings won with their current team.
Richardson’s role is different from some of the aforementioned coaches
in that he’s going to a team that probably will finish last in the league next
season. That’s not a reflection on him, but management’s approach to a
rebuild that seems intent on bottoming out. While working with the
veterans still on the roster is part of the job, this opportunity does
emphasize teaching young talent left in Chicago and carrying that
through as new faces get added along the way — whether Richardson’s
the coach that leads the Blackhawks out of this process in a few years, or
if he’s a placeholder to focus on development until the team is ready for a
‘win-now’ coach. While the coach doesn’t gain the benefit of having the
chance to quickly build a winning record that leads to more job
opportunities on that alone in Chicago, this can still open doors if his
tenure is limited to the former.
Lalonde’s joining a team that’s further along in this process than
Richardson. He has an obvious connection to Steve Yzerman who was
general manager when he joined Tampa Bay. There’s the pedigree of
winning back-to-back Stanley Cups as an assistant with that group that
came after head coaching experience at lower development levels,
including the USHL and AHL. Lalonde probably doesn’t have the leeway
that Jeff Blashill did because the Red Wings’ priorities have shifted as
they start pushing closer toward the playoff mix. Instead, there are clear
goals like helping the team play consistently, improve defensively, and
become a harder team to play against — all of which he seems to be a fit
for. Now that this is his bench, their coach can build his identity and voice
as a leader, hopefully bringing in some fresh ideas along the way.
Lambert’s job differs from both, as he’s joining a team that’s expected to
contend now before their window closes. He’s one of 11 coaches to get
promoted by their club to this position, six of which came from the NHL
bench versus the team’s AHL affiliate. The question is how much he
differs from Barry Trotz, who he worked with on Long Island, with the
Capitals, and back in Nashville. Can he be the right blend of the Trotz
defensive structure that transformed this Islanders team while balancing
the offense they’ve lost as that system took hold? Does he have the
innovative ideas this team needs to extend their playoff window? Other
teams around the league seem to think so, as he’s generated interest
from teams looking for a new leader these last few years. The Islanders
are the first real opportunity he’s had to lead at this level.
With 31 teams now settled with their head coaches, we’re left with San
Jose. Where will they turn?
There are coaches floating around the carousel who have a lot of
experience, yet were fired or let go of their previous positions for a
reason. They’d join the ranks of the 13 coaches whose last positions
were bench bosses of another NHL club.
Or, the Sharks could look for an unfamiliar voice. Even if San Jose
doesn’t go off the board like Montreal did, picking a coach with zero
coaching experience, the middle-ground is sifting through assistants (or
associates) from NHL teams; that’s where 10 current coaches were hired
from. Or, the Sharks could look to the AHL. Right now there are six
coaches who were hired directly from the AHL, five were promotions
while reigning Stanley Cup champion Jared Bednar was picked from the
Blue Jackets’ affiliate in Cleveland, who had just won the Calder Cup.
This year’s version would be Ryan Warsofsky of the Chicago Wolves and
is on NHL radars. If management brings in a coach with no NHL head
coaching experience, they would be the 15th to be on their first stint in
this role.
Based on how some teams operate, it may feel like there are only so
many names who fit as an NHL head coach. Up to six of this summer’s
hires lend to that line of thinking with quite a few retreads. While some
can refresh their tactics, others bring the same recycled strategies to the
mix and hope for a different result.
Just as retreads can be misguided, coaches without NHL experience
don’t always thrive. The benefit for them is that they usually can dust
themselves off and try again now that they’ve been on the carousel if it
doesn’t work out. Still, bringing in new coaches gives the league the best
chance to look outside the box.
There’s no perfect way to measure which is the most successful path for
a team to take. Right now, the most ‘successful’ coaches are directly
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from the AHL, but others click after time as an assistant, or even a swing
around the carousel to reset. Plus, there are too many influential factors
that can impact a coaching tenure, like roster strength and the
competency level of a front office.
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To recap the rules of this year’s contest, there were nine standard
questions and one bonus that we’ll get to at the end. For the standard
questions, entrants had the option of giving anywhere from one to five
answers to each and would receive one point for the first correct answer,
two for the second (for a total of three), all the way up to five points for
the fifth answer (for a maximum of 15 points for a 5-for-5 answer). But
even one wrong answer hit you with a zero for that question, so you had
to decide how far you wanted to push. Play it safe and bank a few easy
points, or go for more but add to your risk with each new answer? It was
up to you.

1205038

For the first two questions, you simply had to know which teams would
and wouldn’t make the playoffs.

What is clear, however, is that adaptability is essential to work in today’s
game — whether it’s a coach willing to adjust their tactics to fit their new
squad, one that’s changing tactics to keep up with the modern game, or
an innovator leading the way.

Websites

1. Name up to five teams that will make the playoffs this year.
Down Goes Brown: The 2021-22 prediction contest results are in, and
you all did terrible

Sean McIndoe 20/07/2022

OK, that was more like it.
Last year’s debut of the super-easy prediction contest was a lot of fun. I’d
give you a handful of “simple” questions, you gave me the obvious
answers, and every right answer would score you points — but only if
you didn’t get any wrong. That was the twist that made it challenging, and
it was, as only a single entry out of 800 was perfect (and that one didn’t
win). The other 799 of you had at least one of your oh-so-obvious
predictions turn out to be wrong. Most of you had lots. And of course, that
was the whole point.
But I’ll be honest — last year’s contest was tough, but it didn’t turn out to
be quite as tough as I’d hoped. When I came up with the idea, I figured
that a typical NHL season has so many unexpected twists and turns that
we’d see zeroes everywhere. I wanted to prove a point about how all the
obvious stuff is only obvious in hindsight, and when you force people to
spell it out in advance they don’t look as smart as they think they are.
In other words, I didn’t want you guys to struggle — I wanted to see you
get wiped out. And it didn’t really happen, because the 2020-21 playoff
and non-playoff teams went pretty much according to plan, there weren’t
any stunning coach or GM changes, and the biggest MVP favorites all
lived up to expectations. Alexis Lafrenière took down most of you on the
Calder question, and the goalies were tough, but it was possible to
navigate last year’s entry reasonably well. It was bad. Just not that bad.
This brings us to this year.
With an expanded field of almost 1,600 entries, this was more like the
contest that I’d had in mind because the preseason wisdom of the
crowds turned out to be filled with bad assumptions. The Golden Knights
were playoff locks. So were the Islanders. The Kings were still a few
years away. Cole Caufield would run away with the Calder. Nathan
MacKinnon was a lock to contend for the Hart. And surely, if we could
count on anything at all, it was that coaches like Joel Quenneville, Bruce
Cassidy and Barry Trotz couldn’t possibly be fired.
Yeah, none of that turned out to be true. Suddenly, the best GM in the
league, one with universal respect and completely untouchable job
security, got promoted upstairs with days left in the contest.
Joe Sakic is the name everyone in hockey knows. Chris MacFarland is
the name everyone in hockey could be well aware of
soon.https://t.co/JdRl3gaSPr
— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) July 11, 2022
You guys are so screwed.
Mix in the new bonus question, which was designed to implode your
entry no matter what you did anywhere else, and this year’s winner was
really going to need to earn it. So who pulled it off? Let’s find out.
(A monster thank you to readers Joe and Mike, both of whom created
automated tools I could use to track the results rather than doing it all by
hand like last year.)

Right off the bat, it’s carnage. Of the 1,583 entries, almost 1,500 listed
the Golden Knights as a sure thing to make the playoffs. They weren’t
dumb, as just about every preseason prediction agreed that the Knights
were an absolute lock in the Pacific. With no other truly good teams in
the division, a stacked lineup on paper, and rumors of a Jack Eichel trade
on the way, the Knights were an absolute sure thing, right up until they
weren’t.
To make matters worse, about 900 of you also had the Islanders listed,
including most of the 100 entries or so that managed to dodge the
Golden Knights. In all, only 17 entries got points on Question 1, with 13
getting the max 15 points and four more going conservative and settling
for less.
We’re one question in, and we’re already looking at a 99 percent failure
rate. Oh, and this might not even have been the hardest question.
2. Name up to five teams that will not make the playoffs this year.
After a brutal start, the group did significantly better here. The Kings were
a surprise, and they took out about 50 entries, as did the Predators. But
for the most part, this was a safe question, with over 1,400 of you
banking some points and about 1,300 getting the max 15.
For a while, it looked like it wouldn’t turn out that way. The Ducks spent
the first half of the season in the playoff mix, even holding down top spot
in the Pacific for a while, and they were making a lot of you nervous
when we did our midseason check-in before fading down the stretch.
They showed up on almost 1,200 entries, so if they’d made it then they’d
have done some serious damage. But they didn’t, so most of you were
fine.
By the way, because they represented the extremes of the contest, the
first two questions turned out not to matter all that much. At this point,
there’s an overwhelming chance that your entry was sitting at 15 points
on the nose, having whiffed on the first question and aced the second. It
would be how you could navigate the rest of the way that would
determine your chances.
3. Name up to five coaches who will not be fired or otherwise leave their
job before the first day of 2022 free agency, NOT including any coach
who was hired to their current job after Oct. 1, 2020.
Oh no.
The coach and GM questions are always tricky because they stretch into
the summer, meaning you have to worry about not just midseason firings
but also the offseason departures. But this year, most of you barely had a
chance to think about points here before Joel Quenneville was fired in
Florida after his role in the Kyle Beach scandal came to light. He
appeared on 850 entries.
Paul Maurice took out another 200 entries, Dave Tippett was on about
50, Pete DeBoer got almost 300, and Alain Vigneault got, um, four. So
before the season even ended, we were already in tough territory. But
then came the offseason, and the Barry Trotz stunner that wiped out
1,350 entries, followed by another 300 from Bruce Cassidy. Even Jeff
Blashill was listed 50 times, as dozens of you decided that Steve
Yzerman really was committed to never making a coaching change.
Add it all up, and did anyone score points at all on Question 3? Yes,
actually — a little over 30 of you, most of those being entries that played
it safe. (Nine of you banked just a single point by listing one coach, and
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13 more had two or three.) Just six of you managed to bank the full 15
points by going 5-for-5 on coaches.

7. Name up to five defensemen who will finish in the top 10 of Norris
balloting this year.

We need to pause here to offer a special shoutout to the entry from Mark
M. He sat down, mulled his options, weighed the pros and cons, and
decided on these five coaches being sure things to survive the season:
Joel Quenneville, Barry Trotz, Pete DeBoer, Bruce Cassidy and Jeremy
Colliton.

A new question, and as it turned out not to be an especially complicated
one. Almost everyone had Cale Makar and Victor Hedman, and Adam
Fox wasn’t far behind — and all three made it with plenty of room to
spare. The key was to find another safe pick or two like Charlie McAvoy
or Roman Josi, and get out with a nice score.

I mean, that’s not a terrible entry, right? Colliton is kind of dicey, sure, but
we didn’t know the Chicago front office was about to implode. Mark was
being pretty reasonable. And yet, he managed to go 0-for-5 on the entry,
without a single right answer. And he wasn’t the only one.

The dangerous picks here were guys like Dougie Hamilton (400 entries)
and Shea Theodore (almost 300), plus Quinn Hughes, Alex Pietrangelo
and Miro Heiskanen (all about 100). Avoid them, and you had a path to
points here; about 600 of you scored something, including 80 who went
5-for-5.

Five sure things. No right answers. Welcome to the NHL.
4. Name up to five GMs who will not be fired or otherwise leave their job
before the first day of 2022 free agency, NOT including any GM who was
hired to their current job after Oct. 1, 2019.
The GM question was much easier, as expected. There’s less turnover at
the position, and far fewer midseason changes, so you’d expect some
stability here. We largely had that, with Stan Bowman and Bob Murray’s
exits being under unusual circumstances but not taking out too many
entries, while only a half-dozen entrants bet on Jim Benning. Even Marc
Bergevin, coming off a trip to the Stanley Cup Final, only had the
confidence of 30 of you. So this one made for some pretty easy points,
with 1,485 entrants picking up points and 1,085 getting the full 15.
Then came the Joe Sakic news.
Sakic’s surprising move upstairs makes him an incorrect answer for this
question, and that spelled doom for about 1,270 of you. It was exactly the
sort of out-of-nowhere moment that the contest was meant to capture,
and it turned Question 4 into one of the keys to contending. If you
avoided Sakic and banked a full 15 points here, you had an enormous
advantage. This one would turn out to be pretty much mandatory if you
wanted to contend.
5. Name up to five goaltenders who will start at least 60 percent of their
team’s regular-season games this year.
With everyone playing a full 82-game schedule, that meant a goalie had
to reach the 50-start mark to qualify. There was a little bit of ambiguity
here around Marc-Andre Fleury, who started 45 games in Chicago and
11 more for Minnesota, crossing the 50-game mark in total but not with
any one team. A strict reading of the question might suggest that he
shouldn’t count, but we did decide to award points for Fleury. We’re nice
like that.

8. Name up to five players who will finish in the top 15 of Hart Trophy
voting this year.
This was the easy one last year, and it had you collectively feeling too
confident this year.
Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews were near-unanimous picks.
Unfortunately, so was Nathan MacKinnon, who showed up on over 1,450
entries and took them all down thanks to an early-season injury.
In all, only 19 entries scored points on this question, and all of those
came from people who played it safe by not using the full slate of picks.
Not one single entry managed to go 5-for-5.
9. Name up to five players who are currently on an NHL roster that will
change teams between the start of the season and the end of the first
day of 2022 free agency.
Finally, the most complicated question, and the one that forces us to wait
until the UFA market opens to know who gets points.
Jack Eichel was the easy pick here, with over 1,000 of you listing him. By
contrast, only 70 of you had Johnny Gaudreau switching teams, because
apparently you didn’t get a copy of that secret Columbus Tourism Bureau
promotion video that only he had access to. Over 960 of you had Phil
Kessel switching teams, but he never did. Neither did Tomas Hertl, who
showed up on 700 entries, or Vladimir Tarasenko, who was on over 300.
Only one entry, by Scott D., went 5-for-5 for 15 points here; Scott had
Eichel, Nick Leddy, Ryan Dzingel, Hampus Lindholm and Colin Miller,
who just beat the buzzer by signing with Dallas on the last day of the
contest.
Meanwhile, not one single entrant had Alex DeBrincat on their list of guys
likely to move. There’s probably a message there.

Despite that, and 16 goalies reaching the 50-start mark, the question
remained tricky. Seemingly sure things like Robin Lehner (almost 600
entries) and Jordan Binnington (over 300) didn’t make it, and there was a
long list of names that showed up on a few dozen ballots each that didn’t
come close. In all, 934 entries took a zero here, while 269 banked the full
15 points, making this another question where points were basically
mandatory if you wanted to win.

And that takes us to the big one — the new bonus question, in which you
could choose to risk your entire score on a single answer. Get it right,
and you got 15 points. Get it wrong, and you took a zero on the entire
quiz, not just this one question.

6. Name up to five rookies who will finish in the top 10 of Calder balloting
this year.

About 75 percent of you decided to risk the bonus question, either
because you were confident in your answer or you figured there was no
chance of winning without it. The rest of you, 378 in all, noped out of it
and stuck with what you had.

We very nearly had a repeat of last year’s Lafrenière debacle here, as
Cole Caufield showed up on nearly every entry and was back in the
minors by midseason. He made it back in time to salvage his season
though, and ended up barely squeaking into the “yes” column by finishing
ninth.
Still, this ended up being a very tough question, with only two entries
going 5-for-5 and 1,060 taking a zero. Spencer Knight was a big culprit
here, taking out about 700 entries, while Jamie Drysdale took out over
100 more. Special shout out to Kent B., who submitted an entry of
Knight, Quinton Byfield, Connor McMichael, Nick Robertson and Alex
Newhook, none of whom received even a single Calder vote.
For what it’s worth, you viewed this as the most dangerous question, with
both the lowest average number of answers and the highest percentage
of answers that didn’t list a full five. Lafrenière had you scared. You were
probably right to be.

10. OPTIONAL BONUS QUESTION: For 15 bonus points, name one and
only one player who will finish this season with at least 100 points, not
including Connor McDavid.

Of the just over 1,200 who decided to roll the dice, you had seven
players who would have turned out to be right answers, a far higher total
than most recent seasons. But over half of you went with what felt like
the safe choice: Leon Draisaitl, who had two 100-point seasons under his
belt. He turned out to be a good call, breezing past the century mark to
keep your entry in play.
Of the other “right” answers, you didn’t exactly mix it up. Nobody picked
Steven Stamkos, Johnny Gaudreau or Matthew Tkachuk. Only two
entrants had Jonathan Huberdeau, and two more had Kirill Kaprizov.
Auston Matthews showed up on 26 entrants. But that was it for the right
answers — you were basically Draisaitl or bust.
That was bad news for everyone who took Nathan MacKinnon, who
Thanos-snapped about 150 entries, and Nikita Kucherov, who did the
same to 200. Other stars who did damage included Artemi Panarin (40
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entries) and Mitch Marner (50), the latter of whom sat out the season
finale at 97 points (a scenario that tragically did not end up deciding the
contest).
Also, special shoutouts to the single entries that bet it all on Sam
Bennett, Mark Scheifele, Claude Giroux and Roope Hintz. None of you
survived, but I like your style.
And the winner is …
First, the obvious disclaimer that even with some automated help, 1,600
entries are a lot to comb through and I’m sure I made some mistakes
along the way. If you’re completely convinced that you had a winning
score you’re not getting credit for, shoot me an email and I’ll look into it.
Unlike last year, there were no perfect entries in this year’s contest. And
this year’s top scores were significantly lower than last; it took a score of
91 to win last year’s contest, and nobody got close to that this year
despite there being 30 more points up for grabs.
Not surprisingly, you needed to get the bonus question to have a chance
this year, with each of the top 10 scores including those 15 points. The
best non-bonus entry came from our old friend Mark M., the guy who
went 0-for-5 on the coach question. He nailed the max score on
Questions 2, 4, 5 and 7 to cross the finish line with a very respectable 60
points, but he played it safe and left the bonus blank, which ended up
costing him a shot at the title. If he’d hit the bonus, his 75 points would
have had him in the running to win. Alas, as a wise man once said, safe
is death. Sorry, Mark.
There were 15 entries that topped the 60-point mark, and four that
cracked 70. Two of those were by Ian B. and David S., who both hit 70
on the nose. (David could have hit 75, but didn’t read the rules closely
enough and had Bill Zito as an ineligible answer for the GM question.)
Also, a special shoutout to Nick L., who managed to bank 64 points
despite going with a response of “no clue” on Question 9. You have to
give him credit for honesty.
Those were impressive scores, but they couldn’t match Henry N., who
had a fascinating entry. He was awful on Questions 1 and 3, going just 2for-5 on both, thinking that the Islanders, Knights and Jets would all make
the playoffs and that Trotz, Quenneville and Cassidy would all keep their
jobs. But that’s fine because one wrong answer does just as much
damage as three, and he made up for it by going 5-for-5 on Questions 2,
4, 5 and 7, plus the bonus. Those five max scores led the contest and put
him in the clubhouse at a very impressive 75 points.
It wasn’t quite enough, thanks to Chris V. He whiffed on Questions 1 and
3, but nailed a max score on Questions 2, 4, 5 and the bonus. Then he
played it safe on Question 6, listing just three rookies (Caufield, Mo
Seider and Trevor Zegras) to collect six points. It came down to Question
7, the Norris prediction, where Chris listed four players. He had the easy
three, in Makar, Fox and Hedman, and then was one of just a few dozen
entries in the entire contest to list Jaccob Slavin. It wasn’t a great season
for the underrated Canes star, but a surge of fifth-place votes nudged
him into ninth-place in the balloting, banking 10 points for Chris and
nudging him to a total of 76.
Your winner, by one point, and the only entrant out of nearly 1,600 to
bank more than 50 percent of the possible points: Chris V., with 76
points.
Here was his full entry:
1. Leafs, Lightning, Golden Knights, Wild, Islanders (0 points)
2. Senators, Red Wings, Coyotes, Sabres, Ducks (15 points)
3. Keefe, Green, Trotz, Cooper, Cassidy (0 points)
4. Dubas, Poile, Yzerman, BriseBois, Sweeney (15 points)
5. Markstrom, Vasilevskiy, Hellebuyck, Grubauer, Saros (15 points)
6. Caufield, Seider, Zegras (6 points)
7. Hedman, Slavin, Fox, Makar (10 points)
8. McDavid, Draisaitl, Point, Matthews, Kaprizov (0 points)
9. Kessel, Eichel, Ekholm, Forsberg, Hertl (0 points)

Bonus: Draisaitl (15 points)
Chris, you’ve won two signed copies of my book, one for you and one for
a friend/family member in which I’ll write whatever mean thing you want.
We’ll be in touch to arrange the delivery of your prize.
If you want to check your entry, you should be able to search for it here.
A sad glove tap to Jaromir M. and Derrick W., who both would have tied
for a share of the lead if Sakic had waited just a few more days to make
his move upstairs.
As for the rest of you, better luck next year. Start working on those
entries now, and remember: Predicting the NHL is easy, right?
The Athletic LOADED: 07.21.2022
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Sportsnet.ca / Hockey Canada says it will no longer use fund to settle
sexual assault claims

Emmy Sadler July 20, 2022, 5:01 PM

Hockey Canada said in a statement Wednesday its National Equity Fund
will "no longer be used to settle sexual assault claims," effective
immediately.
On Monday, The Canadian Press reported the existence of Hockey
Canada’s fund, used to cover "uninsured liabilities include potential
claims for historical sexual abuse." An investigation
Published by The Globe and Mail on Tuesday revealed the fund was built
using revenue from minor hockey registration fees.
The news ignited further frustrations toward the organization, which has
faced intense scrutiny for its handling of 2018 sexual assault allegations.
Later on Tuesday, a Hockey Canada spokesperson confirmed to
Sportsnet the existence of the fund, which it said "covers a broad range
of expenses related to safety, wellness and equity initiatives across our
organization" and includes claims "not otherwise covered by insurance
policies, including those related to physical injury, harassment, and
sexual misconduct."
In its follow-up statement Wednesday, Hockey Canada said it
"recognizes we have significant work to do to rebuild trust with
Canadians" and reiterated its opening of a full governance review by an
independent third party.
The statement goes on to read as follows:
"Effective immediately, the National Equity Fund will no longer be used to
settle sexual assault claims. Instead, it will be exclusively dedicated
towards safety, wellness and equity initiatives, as well as insurance
across our organization – activities which comprised 98 per cent of its
resources between 2014 and 2021. This includes counselling and
treatment for players, concussion research grants to the Canadian
Hockey League, criminal record checks of Hockey Canada staff,
donations to Kids Help Phone, as well as a range of safety initiatives
including insurance for players and additional support for players who
sustain physical injuries. Hockey Canada also commits that, going
forward, all National Equity Fund proceeds from registration fees will be
dedicated to these safety, wellness and equity initiatives, as well as
insurance.
"Following the governance review, we will take any additional steps that
are recommended. Should the review determine that a fund to support
victims of sexual assault is required, as is common in other sporting
organizations, we will ensure all claims are subject to the approval of an
independent third-party.
"Canadians have been loud and clear: you expect our national sport and
those representing it to work hard to earn your trust each day. We have
heard you and are committed to making the changes necessary to allow
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us to be the organization you expect us to be, and to restore your
confidence and trust in us.”

Tkachuk will be the third high-profile American to leave Calgary in the
last handful of years.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.21.2022

The Flames were forced to trade Adam Fox’s rights four years ago, after
he made it clear well after being drafted by Calgary he would only leave
Harvard to play in his home state, New York.
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Sportsnet.ca / As Flames and Tkachuk barrel towards divorce, Calgary's
losses become a cautionary tale

Eric Francis

Editor's note: Since the publication of this story, Sportsnet has confirmed
that a Tkachuk trade is imminent after the star turned down an extension.
Read the latest here.
CALGARY – Although the Calgary Flames’ decision to take Matthew
Tkachuk to arbitration was done largely to buy time, expect things to
move quickly.
No one in the hockey world should be surprised if the superstar winger is
traded within the next week or two.
A resolution is forthcoming, and the Flames’ filing Monday night can
easily be interpreted as a move indicating the Phoenix-born winger
doesn’t want to sign anything longer than a one-year contract in Calgary,
walking him into unrestricted free agency next season.
The Flames can’t allow that to happen (again), so the divorce
proceedings begin.
Flames GM Brad Treliving and Tkachuk both declined to comment on a
situation they’re undoubtedly working together on to facilitate a move to a
landing spot where Tkachuk is more apt to ink an eight-year extension.
Losing both Johnny Gaudreau and Tkachuk this summer was always a
very real possibility for the Flames, but that doesn’t cushion the blow of
what is likely to end up being one of the biggest back-to-back setbacks
an NHL organization has endured in decades.
Two-thirds of the league’s top line, gone.
At least this time there will be compensation, and plenty of it, as
Tkachuk’s unique toolbox makes him one of the league’s most valuable
commodities.
What factors play a role in Tkachuk potentially wanting to leave Calgary?
Blessed with the ability to turn a game on a hit, fight, chirp or snipe,
Tkachuk is coming off a 42-goal, 104-point season at the ripe old age of
24.
His and Gaudreau’s southern migrations are part of a disturbing trend by
American-born players that should serve as a cautionary tale for
Canadian GMs.
It’s also a warning for Leafs fans who may very likely be dealing with a
similar separation involving Auston Matthews next summer, when the
team will try extending him before his no-movement clause kicks in for
the final year of his contract.
Gaudreau, Tkachuk and Matthews are American-born superstars whose
move to Canada was made by virtue of the draft.
By all accounts, the three have cherished their experiences while
flourishing in their adopted hometowns.
But when the choice is theirs, who can blame them for choosing to return
stateside?
Closer to home and the equator, further from higher taxes and living in a
fishbowl.
Bigger endorsements and larger exposure await, as do their family and
friends.

Two trades later, he got his wish, and eventually got a Norris trophy as a
Ranger.
First Gaudreau, now Tkachuk?
Tkachuk has indicated to the Flames what many have feared for years —
that he isn’t interested in extending his stay in Calgary.
Another star seems poised to leave the Flames
Canadian teams have been dealing with similar southern departures long
before Wayne Gretzky married an American actress who called Los
Angeles home.
The Canucks are currently dealing with J.T. Miller’s reluctance to re-sign
in Vancouver, the Jets experienced it with Jacob Trouba, and the Habs
just satisfied Jeff Petry’s wishes to return to the U.S. with a trade.
The salary cap does not provide Canadian teams with a level playing
field, as most American teams provide tax advantages, warmer weather
and better lifestyles.
But as the border issues with Covid reinforced, nothing beats the desire
to get closer to friends and family.
Gaudreau’s decision to turn down and extra $15 million from the Flames
proved there’s nothing the organization could have done to prevent his
departure.
Ditto for Tkachuk.
City council’s move to essentially nix the Event Centre deal isn’t helping
the situation in Calgary (nor are our annual deep-freezes), but there’s no
blame to lay on the club.
They now have to make the best of the situation.
As long-time player agent Ritch Winter outlined on the Eric Francis Show
earlier this week, players look at money, opportunity and lifestyle when
choosing destinations.
Every player ranks them differently.
As good as the Flames' team had become last season, Gaudreau and
Tkachuk want significant scenery changes, as is finally their right.
Surely it gives Canadian GMs cause to pause when they consider
drafting Americans.
As soon as the Flames selected highly-touted Matthew Coronato 13th
overall in 2021 we asked Treliving if he worried the New Yorker would
pull a Fox.
“There’s always risk, but at the end of the day, you have to take a player
at his word when he tells you he wants to play for your team,” said
Treliving that day.
Coronato has not deviated from his draft-day declaration he wants to play
for the Flames, which will likely happen late this season, after his
school’s playoff run is over.
Especially in Canada, there’s a risk any player will consider bolting when
they have the leverage and opportunity to do so, American or not.
“With Johnny leaving, everybody is recognizing Calgary has a problem,
Winnipeg has a problem, Vancouver and Montreal have problems,” said
Winter.
“Toronto and Edmonton don’t necessarily have as big a problem, and
theirs isn’t solved by weather. Theirs is solved by both having two of the
greatest offensive players in the game.”
Indeed, in Edmonton the mood is different, as Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl are draws to a contending team in a spectacular rink, prompting
players like Evander Kane and Brett Kulak to take less money to stay
there.
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They also signed American goalie Jack Campbell to a five-year deal.
There was some good news for the Flames earlier this week when
Winter revealed his client, Andrew Mangiapane, has given the Flames a
proposal on a multi-year deal that would extend his stay past next
summer, when he’s currently slated to be a UFA.
He’s from Ontario.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.21.2022
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada will no longer use investment fund to settle
alleged sexual assault claims

Rick Westhead

Hockey Canada said Wednesday it will stop using a little-known
investment fund to settle alleged sexual assault claims, a day after Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau criticized the organization for using player
registration fees to maintain the fund without disclosing it to parents or
players.
The fund, known as the National Equity Fund, has allowed Hockey
Canada to settle a number of claims without oversight and the
involvement of its insurance company.
“Hockey Canada recognizes we have significant work to do to rebuild
trust with Canadians,” the organization said in a statement. “We know we
need to hold ourselves accountable. That is why we are beginning a full
governance review of our organization that will be overseen by an
independent third party. This will include the National Equity Fund.
“While we respect that process, we also recognize some actions cannot
wait. Effective immediately, the National Equity Fund will no longer be
used to settle sexual assault claims.”
The Globe and Mail reported Tuesday that the National Equity Fund’s
assets have exceeded $15 million in recent years. While the fund has
earned more than $1 million in interest and investment income, Hockey
Canada has not disclosed where the money comes from, and what it is
used for, The Globe reported.
“I think right now it’s hard for anyone in Canada to have faith or trust in
anyone at Hockey Canada,” Trudeau said on Tuesday. “A few years ago,
I had my son in hockey, and when I think about the culture that is
apparently permeating the highest orders of that organization, I can
understand why so many parents, so many Canadians who take such
pride in our national winter sport, are absolutely disgusted by what’s
going on.”
Hockey Canada had said in a statement on Tuesday that the National
Equity Fund would be examined in connection with a governance review
the organization promised would take place part of a larger review
examining how it responded to an alleged sexual assault in 2018.
Hockey Canada settled a $3.55 million lawsuit that was filed in April 2022
for an undisclosed sum over allegations of sexual assault involving eight
former Canadian Hockey League players, including at least some from
Canada’s 2018 World Juniors team.
The organization said Wednesday the fund will be “exclusively dedicated
towards safety, wellness and equity initiatives, as well as insurance
across our organization – activities which comprised 98 per cent of its
resources between 2014 and 2021. This includes counselling and
treatment for players, concussion research grants to the CHL, criminal
record checks of Hockey Canada staff, donations to Kids Help Phone, as
well as a range of safety initiatives including insurance for players and
additional support for players who sustain physical injuries. Hockey
Canada also commits that, going forward, all National Equity Fund
proceeds from registration fees will be dedicated to these safety,
wellness and equity initiatives, as well as insurance.”

Hockey Canada said that if the upcoming governance review determines
that a fund to support victims of sexual assault is required, the
organization would ensure all claims would be subject to the approval of
an independent third party.
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